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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
November 10, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Ryan 


Horsley, Brent Jussel, Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: None 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


Staff Absent: Mitch Humble 


 


Guests: Beth Olmstead, Principal of Lincoln Elementary; Heidi Tubbs, president of Lincoln 


Elementary PTA. 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:38am.   
 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the October 13
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Paula Brown Sinclair to approve the minutes of the October 13th, 2009 meeting.  Ryan 
Horsley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #2 Parks/Recreation Staff Reports 


 
Dennis went over the Parks and Recreation reports.  Winter Youth Basketball registration is going on now 
through November 25th.  Adult Volleyball has started with a total of 36 teams.  An organizational meeting was 
held for Adult Basketball on October 22nd.  Rosters and fees are due by November 25th.  Adult Flag Football is 
wrapping up with minimal issues. 
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The last “Movie in the Park” was cancelled due to weather.  Dennis informed the Commission there will be 5 
movies shown next year starting in May ending in September.  Pre-school Basketball started last week.  This 
program is new this year. 
 
Park staff is finishing outside work.  They have repaired and replaced worn sod on the ball diamonds, planted 
11 trees in various parks and are winterizing the irrigation systems and restrooms.   The restroom at the Harmon 
Park Recreation building is now finished.   
 
John mentioned how nice the newsletter about Drury Park was that was included in the water bills.  Paula 
mentioned during the tours of facilities last month, kids were playing soccer at the north side of the Oregon 
Trail Youth Complex and asked why there wasn’t some soccer goals set up at the park.  The park is plenty big 
enough.  Dennis agreed and mentioned that we could get some goals set up out there.  The Commission agreed 
that a field should be set up at the park. 
 
Item #3 Update on Bicycle Sub-Committee 


 
Brent informed the Commission that the sub-committee has met and will hopefully have more information for 
the Commission at a later date.  He mentioned that they have talked about expanding the sub-committee to 
include community members, police department staff and staff from the school district.  They have received 
some information of what other communities are doing. 
 


Item #5 Drury Park Update 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  Four tables have been installed.  He mentioned that he feels a 
night light should be installed in the park.  He will go over when it is dark and see how much a light would 
benefit the park.  John stated that he has been over to Drury Park when it’s dark and it’s very dark at the park so 
he would suggest adding the light.  Dennis has contacted Lane Taylor with Taylor Made Fence to install the 
fencing along Washington Street.  Lane has been busy with another job but Dennis will try and get a hold of 
him to see what the time frame is of when the fence can be installed.  There is approximately $1300-$1400 left 
over so they are looking at adding some benches and nice trash receptacles at the park.  Paula mentioned that 
one of the trees that were transplanted was leaning over from the wind. 
 
Dennis introduced the Commission to Beth Olmstead, Principal of Lincoln Elementary and Heidi Tubbs, 
President of Lincoln Elementary PTA.  Dennis explained to Beth and Heidi what the long term plan is for the 
park.  Dennis reported they would like to add restrooms, fencing, benches around the playground equipment, 
trash receptacles, a shelter and trees and shrubs in the future.  Beth thanked the Commission for all the work put 
into improving the park.  She is very appreciative and reported that she has had a lot of positive feedback from 
parents, students and staff.  The school and PTA are very supportive in helping with fundraisers and donations 
for the park.  Paula mentioned that it has been discussed that if parents and students of Lincoln Elementary 
work to get donations for landscaping, the Seagraves Foundation might match the donations. 
 
Beth and Heidi discussed some ideas of fundraisers for the park.  The main goal for the school is to build an 
ownership of the park for the neighbors in that area, which are in the Lincoln School District.  Heidi suggested 
having a “Walk to School” Fundraiser for the students that begin their walk at the park.  The funds would then 
go back into the park.   
 
Dennis suggested celebrating Arbor Day at Drury Park.  He will need to talk to the Tree Commission about it 
but each year, a different park is chosen to plant 4 trees.  This can be a big community event that not only 
celebrates Arbor Day but celebrates the improvements at the park.  Heidi suggested having a ribbon cutting 
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unveiling of the park at that time.  Bill suggested placing a plaque underneath each tree that is planted with the 
botanical names so it’s a learning experience for the kids.  Dennis stated that they will be placing a plaque at the 
park thanking the Seagraves Foundation and they can do that at the celebration as well. 
 
Item #4 Review of Long Range Plans 
 
It was suggested by Brent to have a work session at the Parks and Recreation conference room to work 
specifically on what the Commission’s plan is for the long range plan.  A special meeting will be scheduled for 
Thursday, December 17th at 5:30pm at the Parks and Recreation conference room. 
 
Dennis went over the long range plan where he left off at the last meeting in detail.   
 
Item #6 Other Items from the Commission 


 
Dennis informed the Commission that Council approved of the donation request of Julie and Scott Becker.  He 
has ordered the bench and plaque.  Council also approved of the recommendation of the name request for 
“Kenneth Poe Park”.  The park name will be “Kenny Poe Park” to honor the name of the farmer that farmed the 
land where the subdivision will be. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:01pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be December 8
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
October 13, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, RoLynne Hendricks, Brent Jussel, Bill 


Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: Kevin Dane, Ryan Horsley 
 


Council Present: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


Guests: Joe Russell & David Thibault, representing Broadmoor Estates Subdivision 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:39am   


 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the September 8
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Paula Brown Sinclair to approve the minutes of the September 8


th
, 2009 meeting.  


Tennille Adams seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Recreation Report 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  The Parks and Recreation Department is right on track with previous 


year’s numbers in fall basketball for the youth program.   


 


Adult Volleyball starts the week of October 19
th


.  We are currently using the First Presbyterian Church. 


 


Adult Basketball has an organizational meeting on October 22
nd


 at 6pm. 
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Flag Football is doing well with minimal complaints.   


 


The 4
th


 movie for the Movies in the Park series was held on September 25
th


, was a little on the scarce side.  The 


next and final movie will be the 1931 version of “Frankenstein” on October 30
th


.  Advertising for the movie is 


on the website and an e-mail was sent out to everyone in the database, as well as in the current Recreation 


Guide. 


 


Brent Jussel made a suggestion that the next time the “Active Older Adult” program is offered, that an evening 


class is added.   


 


Item #3 Parks Report 


 
The repairs at Dierkes Lake are completed.  The Parks staff has also completed the installation of the 


playground equipment at Drury Park.  The pool dome was installed on September 29
th


.  They are still working 


on construction of the new restroom in the Harmon Park Recreation Building, which is close to completion.   


 


Item #6 Drury Park Update 
 


Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  All of the playground equipment has been installed.  Paula 


requested with the amount of funds available that nice trash can receptacles to be purchased for the park.  She 


would also like to see a nice sign at the park. 


 


Dennis mentioned that he is working on getting new signs for the old parks, since the new parks all have signs.  


 


Item #4 Donation Request-Scott and Julie Becker 


 
Scott and Julie Becker requested a bench to be placed at Harmon Park in dedication to Roger Spriggs.  Dennis 


explained who Mr. Spriggs was and attributes that he did for the community of Twin Falls.   


 


Paula was worried that the inscription was too large to fit on the bench.  She recommended that the inscription 


needed to be smaller.  Dennis would talk to Julie about how much space they are allotted.   


 


A motion was made by Paula to approve the donation request of Scott and Julie Becker.  Tennille seconded the 


motion.  The motion passed unanimously.    


 


Item #8 Update on Bicycle Pathways 


 
Brent explained that this is a dangerous time for people to be riding their bicycle, and enlightened the 


Commission on what other communities are doing.   


 


Dennis went over the City’s Comprehensive plan, and the master street plan, which was adopted as part of the 


comprehensive plan.  As part of the master street plan, on street and off street bicycle pathways were identified.   


 


Brent asked if there were any ordinances relative to safety issues, such as helmets, reflectors, lights, etc.  Trip 


said that the Twin Falls City Fire Department years ago had people register their bikes, but have dropped the 


program due to lack of registrants.   


 


A motion was made by Brent to make a recommendation to the Council to have safety ordinances for bicyclists.  


RoLynne seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
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John suggested to Brent to make a subcommittee for bike safety requirements.  Brent agreed and will get back 


to the Commission next month.   


 


Item #4 Future Park Name Request-12:00noon Joe Russell & David Thibault  


 
Dennis introduced Mr. Joe Russell, the developer and Mr. David Thibault with the firm of EHM Engineers to 


the Commission.  David went over a little history of the subdivision and the location of the park is proposed at.  


He explained the geography to the Commission.  Paula questioned if the park will be just a retention area or a 


usable park for games and activities.  There was a short discussion on if the land was usable for a park.  Both 


Joe and David agreed that it was usable land for a community park.  Dennis explained that this park is very 


similar to Morning Sun, and this park will provide recreational value to the City. 


 


Mitch explained that the preliminary plat has already been approved, and the focus needs to be on the name of 


the park.  Both Joe and David want to name the park after the farmer who farmed the land for many years.  


“Kenneth Poe Park” is the name proposed by the developers.   


 


A motion was made by Brent to name the park, “Kenneth Poe Park.” Jeff seconded the motion.  The motion 


passed unanimously.   


 


Item #7 Review of Long Range Plans 


 
Dennis explained the purpose of the long range plan.  Dennis reviewed the plan in detail.  John told Dennis to 


finish next meeting due to lack of time.   


 


The meeting was adjourned at 1:01pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be November 


10th, 2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 


 


 


Stacy McClintock 


Recreation Supervisor 


Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
September 8, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Brent 


Jussel, Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: Ryan Horsley 
 


Council Absent: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


Guests: Liyah Babayan, representing the Twin Falls Armenian American Community and 


Fritz Wonderlich, City of Twin Falls Attorney 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:36am.   


 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the August 11
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Jeff Blick to approve the minutes of the August 11


th
, 2009 meeting.  Paula Brown 


Sinclair seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Recreation Report 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  Fall Soccer has begun.  There are approximately 600 players enrolled, 


which is a decrease over last year’s numbers.  Girls Basketball registration has been extended for another week 


and will end September 11
th


.  Perrine and Bickel are allowing us to use their gyms for practices this year. 


 


There will be an Adult Volleyball meeting tonight at 6:00pm.  They play at the First Presbyterian Church.  


Brandy is working on having some games played at CSI. 
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The 3
rd


 Movie’s in the Park was held on August 28
th


.  There were approximately 250-300 people who came out 


to watch the “Parent Trap”.  There will be two more movies shown on September 25
th


 and October 30
th


.  We 


will show “The Rookie” on September 25
th


 and the 1931 version of “Frankenstein” on October 30
th


.  


Advertising for the movie was on the front page of our website and an e-mail was sent out to everyone in the 


database. 


 


The Fall and Winter Guide has been sent out to residents of Twin Falls.   


 


Item #3 Parks Report 


 
Parks staff has been doing repairs on the boat dock at Dierkes Lake.  They are still working on construction of 


the new restroom in the Harmon Park Recreation Building. 


 


Item #5 Drury Park Update 
 


Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  The first two pieces of the playground equipment has been 


installed.  Staff will be installing the last piece of equipment on September 15
th


.  The concrete pad has been 


poured and the tables have been ordered.  The trees directly west of the concrete pad will be moved to the east 


side of the park in two to three weeks.  Dennis and Paula will be meeting sometime soon to go over the fencing 


that will be installed along Washington St.   


 


Paula asked to invite Beth Olmstead or a representative of the PTA to attend the next meeting to explore some 


ideas for fundraising for the park. 


  


Item #4 Armenian Donation Request – 12:00noon Liyah Babayan 


 
The Commission unanimously denied the request from the Twin Falls Armenian American Community for a 


donation of a tree with additional text on the plaque remembering the Armenian Genocide at the last meeting.  


City Council tabled the request on Monday, August 24
th


 and recommended the Commission revisit the request 


with the applicant making a presentation.  Mitch explained to the Commission that Council brought it back to 


the Commission because they felt they received more information from the applicant than the Commission did. 


 


Liyah Babayan presented to the Commission why the Armenian American Community wants a plaque with the 


inscription of “In memory of the Armenian Genocide” or “In remembrance of the 1915 Armenian Genocide”.  


She explained that following the 1915 Armenian Genocide, thousands of Armenians immigrated to the United 


States.  Many of the descendents came to Idaho due to agriculture.  The CSI Refugee Center brought many of 


the Armenian immigrants to Twin Falls in the 1980’s and 1990’s. 


 


Fritz Wonderlich explained to the Commission that with someone wanting to donate a tree, etc. with no speech 


component, it is easy to accept that donation.  This becomes more difficult with a speech component, such as, 


an inscription.  This would represent public speech and the City of Twin Falls would have to accept what is 


inscribed on the plaques.  He informed the Commission that they would need to decide if the inscription of the 


plaque ties in with the community. 


 


After a lengthy discussion, Brent Jussel made a motion to approve the request of the donation as written for 


either proposed inscription.  Bill Merritt seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed Jeff Blick and Bill Merritt 


in favor of the request.  Kevin Dane, Brent Jussel, Tennille Adams, RoLynne Hendricks, John Bonnett and 


Paula Brown Sinclair voted against the motion.  The vote on the motion failed 2-6. 
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Kevin Dane made a motion to accept an additional inscription on the plaque that “recognized the contributions 


from the Armenian Community to the Twin Falls community and that recognized the CSI Refugee Center”.  


Paula Brown Sinclair seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed Brent Jussel, Tennille Adams, RoLynne 


Hendricks, John Bonnett, Paula  Brown Sinclair and Kevin Dane in favor of the motion.  Jeff Blick and Bill 


Merritt voted against the motion.  The motion passed 6-2. 


 


Item #6 Review of Long Term Plans 


 
This item will be on the agenda for the next meeting.  Paula asked the Commission to visit each park and walk 


around them so when the Commission is discussing these properties, everyone on the Commission will 


understand where they are. 


 


Item #7 Other Items from the Commission 


 
Jeff brought up an issue with charging the junior high school Cross Country team entrance into Shoshone Falls.  


Dennis explained to the Commission that if they call him, he will arrange for them to have free entrance into the 


park.  Jeff suggested calling all the coaches to inform them of this.  Mitch stated that it can probably be 


addressed in one phone call to the district office. 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 1:02pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be October 13
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
October 15, 2009* * * * * 5:00pm * * * * * Various City Parks 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, RoLynne Hendricks and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, Ryan Horsley, Brent Jussel and Bill Merritt 
 


Council Present: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


 


MINUTES 
 


No official meeting due to not having a quorum present.   


 
The tour of the various parks started at 5:05pm 


 


Item #1 Tour of Parks and Recreation Facilities 


 
Dennis took members of the Commission around to various parks in the area the City maintains and gave a brief 


history of each site and potential future plans of some of the sites.  These included:  Vista Bonita, South Estates 


Park, Benno’s Pointe’s future park, Oregon Trail Youth Complex, Drury Park, the Russett/All Street property, 


Blake St. Entrance, Fairway Estates Park, Rock Creek Trails Estates retention/park, Northern Ridge Park, 


Harrison Park, Pierce St. Tennis Court, Willow Lane Park, Sunrise Park, Teton retention/park, Ascension Park, 


Jason’s Woodland Hills Park, Morning Sun Park, Thomsen Park and Harmon Park. 


 
The tour ended at 7:15pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be November 


10
th


, 2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
April 14, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present:  Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Ryan 


Horsley, Brent Jussel, Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: None 
 
Council Absent: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


Staff Absent: Mitch Humble 


 


Guests: Martin Tilley and Dennis Huntting, Flight Stimulation Inc. 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:38am.  A motion was made by Paula Brown Sinclair 
to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2009 meeting.  Bill Merritt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item #1 Orientation of new members – Commission & Staff 


 
Dennis introduced the new members to the Commission.  Kevin Dane was a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Department about 10 years ago and has been an active member of the community serving on the 
Planning and Zoning Committee and the BID board.  Tennille Adams had applied for the Pool Advisory Board 
but was an employee of the YMCA at the time so she didn’t qualify.  She is expecting her first baby and is 
excited to serve on the Commission.  Ryan Horsley is the owner of Red’s Trading Post and is also an active 
member of the community serving on the Planning and Zoning Committee as Chairman as well as the BID 
board.    RoLynne Hendricks moved to Twin Falls 2 ½ years ago and is a marketing consultant. She worked for 
an architect company in Salt Lake City that designed recreation centers.   
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Item #2 Recreation Report - Staff 


 
Spring soccer has begun but the numbers have been dropping.  This could be a result of more kids participating 
in other sports.  Youth baseball and softball registration is going on now and the deadline to register is on April 
17th.  Men’s softball will be starting up.  They had an organizational meeting on April 7th.  Indoor soccer is in 
the middle of their season with 4 teams participating. 
 


Item #3 Parks Report - Staff 


 
Parks staff has been busy working on getting all the restrooms open and irrigation systems charged.  They are 
continuing to work on the fencing at Sunway Soccer Complex.  The CAM (Common Area Maintenance) has 
been contracted out.  There are 12 different subdivisions that we manage on the maintenance of landscape 
strips.  The new spray truck is completed.  This will save a lot of time having the truck due to staff having to 
hand spray in the past.  Staff is working on getting seasonal staff hired. 
 


Item #4 Donation Policy Review - Dennis 
 
Dennis reviewed the City’s Donation Policy with the Commission.  The policy was started in 2004 and was 
passed by Council.  The United States Supreme Court recently issued a ruling on monuments in public parks.  
The community of Pleasant Grove in Utah denied a placement of a new monument in one of their parks.  The 
issue went to the Supreme Court and their ruling upheld Pleasant Grove’s policy to limit monuments in the park 
to those that “either (1) directly relate to the history of Pleasant Grove, or (2) were donated by groups with 
longstanding ties to the Pleasant Grove community.”   
 
Our City attorney Fritz Wonderlich recommended that we broaden the City’s policy on memorial/donations.  
Dennis would like to form a sub-committee to work on broadening this policy.  John asked if there have been 
any issues with our policy that is currently in place.  Dennis stated that we have had a few because of the 
restriction of the wording on memorials.  Currently, our policy states that “the phrases ‘Dedicated To’, In Honor 
of’, or ‘In memory of,’ are the allowable text.” 
 
Kevin Dane, Bill Merritt, Paula Brown Sinclair and Jeff Blick volunteered to serve on the sub-committee.  Bill 
Merritt will serve as Chair.   
 


Item #5 Flight Stimulator – Martin Tilley – 12:00 noon 


 
Dennis Huntting with Flight Stimulator Inc. presented a proposal to install a flight stimulator (zip line) at 
Shoshone Falls and Dierkes Lake to the Commission.  Martin Tilley had made a similar request to the 
Commission in 2006 but the Commission did not approve his request at that time.  Since then, the company has 
built a stimulator and has tested it at a site in Jerome.  Even though the site in Jerome did not open, there has 
been a lot of publicity on it and the Twin Falls area in many publications. 
 
Martin Tilley and Dennis Huntting are proposing to construct and operate at 3500 ft. Flight Stimulator starting 
at the parking lot at the ticket booth stretching over to Dierkes Lake.  The ride would be approximately 2-3 
minutes of flying. The biggest question that has come up is where participants would park.  Dennis Huntting has 
talked to the owners of Sportsman’s Warehouse asking if parking could be arranged in their parking lot.  They 
have thought about having a shuttle that would take participants from the parking lot at Sportsman’s Warehouse 
to the site and give a brief history of Twin Falls along the way. 
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Dennis Bowyer went over staff’s recommendation of the proposal.  Staff recommends for the Commission not 
to approve this proposal for the following reasons: 1) it is not appropriate for the Shoshone Falls and Dierkes 
Lake area; 2)  lack of parking; 3)  lack of a restroom facility; 4)  it would distract from the beauty of the canyon 
and; 5)  the liability issue.  Dennis mentioned that they have checked with the City’s insurance company and 
they said that if the City does not collect fees, then they aren’t held as liable as if you do collect fees.  Jeff asked 
Dennis if staff is against the whole idea of a zip line anywhere in the area or just at Shoshone Falls.  Dennis 
stated that staff feels it isn’t appropriate for that area and they aren’t opposed to other ideas in the area. 
 
The Commission discussed their concerns with building the flight stimulator at Shoshone Falls.  Kevin Dane 
excused himself from voting due to his brother running the concession stand at Shoshone Falls.  Paula Brown 
Sinclair suggested having the zip line go across the canyon at the Evel Knievel jump site and have a landing site 
in Jerome County.  She mentioned that if the zip line was to be placed at Shoshone Falls and Dierkes Lake, 
drivers would be more focused on the zip line than paying attention to the road.  Martin stated that the problem 
is anchoring a landing site on the Jerome side.  Jerome County has been working on a proposed park there and 
may not allow the site to be built. 
 
Ryan Horsley isn’t against the idea but has some concerns of liability and has a few more questions about the 
proposal.  He feels it is a safer, more controlled activity than BASE jumping.  Brent feels the same as staff in 
keeping the area in its natural state.   
 
Paula Brown Sinclair made a motion to accept staff’s recommendation to not approve the installation of a zip 
line at Shoshone Falls and Dierkes Lake.  Roll call vote showed Bill Merritt, Paula Brown Sinclair, RoLynne 
Hendricks, John Bonnett and Brent Jussel voted in favor of the motion.  Ryan Horsley, Jeff Blick and Tennille 
Adams voted against the motion.  The motion passed 5 to 3. 
   
Item #6 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission  
 
Dennis reported that Council voted in favor of renaming the LDS Softball Complex and South Park to Oregon 
Trail Youth Complex.  The City Council meeting was held at the Oregon Trail Elementary School and the vote 
was unanimous.  The City is working with Lytle Signs for a new sign. 
 
Dennis reported that Council did not approve DREAMERz request to have horse rides on the trails.  Council 
approved the partnership of working with the Baseball Youth Trust on improving the Oregon Trail Youth 
Complex.  Bill stated that the electrician’s are putting up a test light on Friday. 
 
Dennis mentioned that the request for maintaining the new park at the Grain Elevators has not gone to Council 
yet due to the owners of the land east of the elevators is having some issues with the construction work and 
debris.   
 
Council approved the in lieu of request for Romero Estates.  Dennis is able to put this on the consent calendar 
now instead of presenting to Council each request.  He still needs a recommendation from the Commission on 
all requests for in lieu ofs. 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on the improvements at Drury Park.  All the playground equipment is in and 
we need to start working on the planning of getting it installed.  The Commission had discussed getting the 
neighborhood involved in installing the equipment.  Paula suggested contacting Beth Olmstead to see about 
getting a time set for the installation.  Dennis will need to talk to the Parks staff to see when they can get the 
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prep work done.  He suggested meeting with Paula to go over what needs to be done before setting any dates.  
RoLynne, Tennille and Paula will serve on the sub-committee. 
 
Dennis reported that Council approved the request from Valley Christian Church for having their Easter Sunrise 
Service at City Park with amplified sound before 12:15pm.  He hasn’t heard of any issues that came up over the 
service. 
 
The City Easter Egg Hunt was held on Saturday, April 11th at 10:00am in City Park.  This was the first year that 
plastic eggs were used.  Each egg was candy filled.  In years past, the Depot Grill has always cooked the eggs 
and Woodstone Retirement Center decorated them. 
 
Dennis stated that they are working on the budget and it is due on Monday April 27th.  He will e-mail the 
Commission the list of what capital improvements and projects have been done and what hasn’t.  The capital 
improvements are down to $90,000 from $300,000 but we still have the park development fund.  There is 
money for a restroom at Sunway Soccer Complex but the project has been delayed due to Xavier building a new 
school and we will be able to tie into the water and sewer. 
 
John asked the Commission if they would be available to meet in the evening next week to go over the budget.  
The meeting will be held at the Parks and Recreation office in the conference room at 7:00pm on Monday, April 
20th.  If members are not available to attend the meeting, John asked if they would e-mail him or Dennis what 
their priorities would be for projects. 
 
Dennis handed out an updated Parks Facilities list to Commission members.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:01pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be May 12
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
August 11, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Ryan 


Horsley, Brent Jussel, Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: None 
 


Council Present: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


Staff Absent: Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:40am.   


 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the July 14
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Paula Brown Sinclair to approve the minutes of the July 14


th
, 2009 meeting.  Bill 


Merritt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Recreation Report 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  Youth baseball and softball has ended along with Men’s Softball.  


Dennis commented it was a good season with only one complaint.  The main complaint was with Men’s 


Softball and players using illegal bats.  The Door Slammer tournament is August 21-23.  Falls Brand is not 


sponsoring the tournament this year and Roger Moore is no longer running the tournament.   
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Fall soccer registration has ended and staff is busy forming teams.  We are still accepting some late sign-ups.  


The numbers are down this year.  This could be from moving some of the games to Saturdays and that 


conflicting with football but staff feels it’s a good move having the games on Saturdays. 


 


Adult Flag Football will be starting up with 8 teams participating.  Sand Volleyball did not have enough teams 


sign up so the league was cancelled. 


 


The 2
nd


 “Movies in the Park” was held on July 31
st
 with approximately 250 people attending.  Brent asked how 


they could increase public awareness about the movies.  He mentioned that most people he has talked to know 


nothing about it.  Dennis mentioned that Julie Pence contacts the media with these events.  It might be a good 


idea to follow up with phone calls to the radio stations and newspaper to get the word out.  Dennis also 


mentioned that staff has sent mass e-mails out and that we should continue to do that. 


 


British soccer was held the week of July 27
th


 with 69 participants.  Stacy is working on the Fall/Winter guide 


and it should hopefully be sent out in September. 


 


Item #3 Parks Report 


 
Construction of the restroom in the recreation building at Harmon Park will begin soon.  That should be 


finished by the end of the month or first part of September.  Parks staff is busy mowing and irrigating over 200 


acres of grass.  The new shelter for Northern Ridge Park is finished, table will be ordered in the new budget 


year. 


 


Item #4 Donation Request 
 


Dennis informed the Commission that Council approved of the modifications the Commission recommended 


for the Parks and Recreation Donation Policy.  Council requested that the Commission review the requests that 


come in and that staff forward the recommendations and requests to Council as part of their consent calendar. 


 


The Armenian American Community has requested to donate a tree at City Park with additional text on the 


plaque.  Their requested text is “In memory of the Armenian Genocide” or “In remembrance of the 1915 


Armenian Genocide”.  A copy of the request was e-mailed to the Commission to look over before the meeting. 


 


The Commission discussed the request and the wording of the policy.  Brent made a motion to approve the 


request as submitted.  Kevin seconded the motion.  A voice vote showed no one voted in favor of the motion.  


The motion failed 0-9. 


 


Item #5 Drury Park Update 


 
Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park. The grass and soil has been removed to make room for the 


installation of the playground equipment and the asphalt tracks around the playgrounds.  Gordon Paving is 


paving the asphalt and should be done Thursday with the paving.  The Parks and Recreation staff will be 


installing at least 2 pieces of the playground equipment on Tuesday, August 18
th


.  The fall surfacing material 


should be delivered on Thursday the 20
th


.  The concrete pad for the tables will be poured soon after the 


equipment has been installed.   


 


Staff is looking at installing different fencing than what was previously proposed.   A fence was installed 


around the playground equipment at City Park and they are looking at putting in the same type along 


Washington Street.  One of the benefits with this type of fencing is that it can be moved at some point.  John 
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asked if the Seagraves Foundation would like a plaque at the park informing people that the improvements were 


donated from them.  Paula will ask them.  


 


Item #6 Baseball Trust Agreement 


 
Dennis informed the Commission that Council approved the agreement between the City and The Twin Falls 


County Youth Baseball Trust.  The key components of the agreement in exchange for the Trust’s contribution is 


the City will: Reimburse the Trust 25% of their contribution, agree to maintain the lighting system at the City’s 


expense, grant the TFCYB priority use on the fields from March 15-May 15 and accept all liability for the 


operation of the lights. 


 


Item #7 Other Items from the Commission 


 
Dennis reported that Council has set the cap for the budget.  August 24


th
 will be the first public hearing held for 


the budget. A total of 3 public hearings can be held. Dennis explained to the Commission that Council can’t 


approve anything higher than the cap on the budget but they can decrease it.   


 


Tennille asked if there was a status report on building a dog park at the Boyd property above the County’s Rock 


Creek Park west of the hospital.  Dennis stated that area is tied up for 4-5 more years with the contractor 


cleaning up the site.  He hasn’t researched anything else.  John would like to see what the response of the 


community is for having a dog park.  RoLynne asked if Dennis receives negative comments about dogs in 


parks.  Dennis commented that he has only really received some negative comments with dogs on the trails.  


Trip mentioned that some Council members may suggest not having dogs in City Park or any other parks.  If 


that happens, that would bring up more public awareness to have a dog park in the area. 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:33pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be September 


8
th


, 2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
December 17, 2009* * * * * 5:30 pm * * * * * Parks & Recreation Conference Room 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, Ryan Horsley, Brent Jussel, 


Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: RoLynne Hendricks 
 


Council Absent: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


Staff Absent: Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


 


      MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 5:39pm.   


 


 


Item #1 Revise the Commission’s Long Range Plans 


 
John explained the purpose of this meeting and the history of the Commission’s Long Range Planning 


document. 


 


Staff reviewed existing parks and the deficiencies each park has. 


 


The Commission discussed ideas about prioritizing for the parks and definitions of a neighborhood parks.  The 


Commission all agreed that all neighborhood parks should have the three following major amenities: restrooms, 


playground equipment, and a shelter w/ tables. 


 


Paula made a motion to have a goal for the City to have each neighborhood park that is lacking one of the three 


major amenities, to budget and construct one of the major amenities each year. 
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The Commission has the five following neighborhood parks as their top priority in order to complete: 


1. Ascension 


2. Drury 


3. South Estates 


4. Morning Sun 


5. Harrison 


 


The Commission has the following four regional/community parks as their top priorities in order to complete: 


 


1. Cowboy Field Improvement 


2. Soccer Complex 


3. Oregon Trail Youth Complex 


4. New Regional Park 


 


The Commission has the following special /parks projects as their top priorities in no particular order to 


complete: 


 


1. Evel Knievel Jump Site 


2. Bike Trails and Bike Safety 


3. Dog Park – Community Driven 


4. Community Recreation Center – as recommended by the City’s Comp Plan 


 


It was decided that if an item is in the long term planning document, it should be part of a goal or have a time 


line for completion. 


 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 7:12pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be January 12
th


, 


2010 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 
Dennis J. Bowyer 


Parks and Recreation Director 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
December 8, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, Ryan Horsley, Brent Jussel, 


Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: RoLynne Hendricks 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer  


 


Staff Absent: Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


      MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:44am.   
 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the November 10
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Jeff Blick to approve the minutes of the November 10th, 2009 meeting.  Paula Brown 
Sinclair seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #2 Parks/Recreation Staff Reports 


 
Dennis went over the Parks and Recreation reports.  Winter Youth Basketball registration ended on November 
25th but we are still accepting late sign-ups. The numbers are looking pretty good. Fall Basketball will be ending 
soon with the Championship games being played on December 14th. Adult Volleyball has been going well.  
Adult Basketball registration ended on December 4th.  The original registration deadline was on November 25th 
but we extended it due to the low number of teams registered.  The teams are down from last year and Dennis 
feels it is probably because of the economy.  Paula suggested that if we don’t get at least 40 teams to do some 
research as to why the numbers are so low. 
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The Pre-School Basketball program went very well this year.  This was a new program and we look forward to 
offering it again next year.  Magic Mountain has a Christmas Dinner, Snowcat Ride and snowshoeing ride on 
Friday, December 18th and Saturday, December 19th.  Cabin Fever Day will be Saturday, January 9th 2010.  
Flyers are available at participating businesses and the Parks and Recreation office. 
 
The Parks Department has finished replacing the horse shoe pits at Drury Park.  They are doing snow removal 
and have started their winter maintenance of equipment.   
 
Kevin mentioned that he went over to Drury Park to see the improvements and was very impressed.  He did 
suggest getting the night light put up.  Dennis stated that he is working on getting the light up and the fence has 
not been installed yet.  He will get in contact with Taylor Made Fence to see when the installation should be 
done.  Dennis wants to get an exact cost on the fencing before ordering any benches or trash receptacles. 
 
Item #3 Update on Bicycle Sub-Committee 


 
Brent updated the Commission on the discussions of the bicycle sub-committee.  The sub-committee has met 
twice now to review the City Codes and laws that pertain to bicyclists and safety issues.  Those working outside 
the Commission as part of the committee are: Terry Patterson with CSI; Dennis Pullin, Traffic Supervisor with 
the Twin Falls Police Department; Kirk Brower, Twin Falls School District and Paige Geske, Safe Kids.  The 
sub-committee reviewed the current City Code.  They have found that it has been awhile since these laws have 
been updated.  The sub-committee has looked over what other cities have in place for their bicycle laws.  The 
city they are focusing on is Boise.  Tennille reported that Boise had a task force that updated their City Code 
and laws for bicycle safety and it has been presented to Council for review.  She is trying to create a document 
using research from Boise’s document to be able to present to the Commission.  Brent feels that more 
information should be able to be presented to the Commission by February. 
 


Item #4 Dedication Planning for Drury Park 


 
At the last meeting, the Commission thought it would be a good idea to re-dedicate Drury Park.  It was 
discussed to combine the Arbor Day celebration with the re-dedication but staff feels that the weather would be 
an issue.  Arbor Day is the last Friday in April and the weather doesn’t seem to cooperate very well that time of 
year.  It might be a better idea to look at doing it in May or June.  John suggested celebrating the re-dedication 
in May so Lincoln Elementary School will be able to participate.  Dennis would like to form a sub-committee to 
help plan the dedication.  Ryan, Paula, Tennille and RoLynne will be on the sub-committee.  Dennis will e-mail 
the sub-committee a date for when they can meet.   
 
Item #5 Other Items from the Commission 
 
Dennis went over the packet he handed out at the beginning of the meeting for the long range plan so the 
Commission can have it to look over before the December 17th meeting.  He also informed the Commission that 
Blue Cross Foundation for Health donated $5000 to the City for improvements on the Canyon Rim Trail 
System.  The Foundation held a “Blue Cruise” event in Twin Falls on May 30th.  The event was a bicycle rodeo, 
safety tips and three bike rides of various distances.  Kristin Armstrong, the gold medal Olympic winner from 
Boise was at the event. 
 
The City is adding Commission members to the website and wants their input if they would want any contact 
information added.  The Commission does not want any information besides their names on the website. 
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Dennis informed the Commission that Shawn Barigar had contacted him about a water bottling company based 
near Boise called ROCKS and they will be donating water to the Parks and Recreation programs.  They will 
deliver it to us each month.  There will be a kick off at Robert Stuart Junior High School this Thursday, 
December 10, 2009 at 5pm.  The water will be handed out at the games. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be January 12
th


, 


2010 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
February 10, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present:  Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Brent Jussel, Bill Merritt and Beth Olmstead 


 


Members Absent: Paula Brown Sinclair, Tom Skahill and Mitch Watkins 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


  


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:59am.  A motion was made by Bill Merritt to 
approve the minutes of the January 13th, 2009 meeting.  Beth Olmstead seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 


Item #1 Recreation Report – Staff 


 
Nothing new was reported. 
 
Item #2 Parks Report – Staff 


 
Nothing new was reported. 
 


Item #4 Naming of the LDS Softball Complex – Staff & Commission 


 
City Council approved the Commission’s recommendations of allowing the classrooms at Oregon Trail 
Elementary School to submit names for the purpose of renaming the facility and keeping the rules and 
regulations at the complex the same and converting it to a youth complex only.  Dennis has e-mailed all 
Commission members the names of the Complex that Oregon Trail Elementary School has submitted and 
would like their top three picks to recommend to City Council. 
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Commission members each went through their top three choices.  A tally was made of the three top choices the 
Commission decided on. 
 
Based on the Commission’s top three choices listed in order:  South Park Community Youth Complex, Park 
Avenue Youth Complex and Oregon Trail Youth Complex, Brent Jussel made a motion to accept these three 
top choices to recommend to City Council.  Jeff Blick seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #3 Request from DREAMERz Carriage Co. – Teri Adams – 12:00noon 
 
Teri Adams with DREAMERz Carriage Co. sent a letter to Dennis requesting permission from the City of Twin 
Falls Parks and Recreation Department to utilize sections of the Canyon Rim Trail.  She presented to the 
Commission her reasons of utilizing the trail.  Currently, City Code, Section 8-3-6 states “No person in a park 
shall…have a horse in any designated park or park area without written permission from the director.”  Teri is 
the owner of DREAMERz Carriage Co., which is a licensed taxi cab service and has had many requests from 
customers to use the trails.   
 
A few concerns that have come up that Teri addressed in her letter and to the Commission are as follows:   
 
Scope of Use:  The trail would be used during specially scheduled events; i.e. Weddings, group activities, 
special dinners with local restaurants, etc.  These events would be scheduled approximately 2 weeks in advance 
and they would notify Parks and Recreation as to the time, location and length of the event. 
 
Liability:  DREAMERz Carriage Co. is recognized by the City of Twin Falls as a Licensed Taxicab Service.  
The City has asked for the company to provide $300,000 in liability insurance and they have $1,000,000 in 
liability insurance. 
 
Vehicles:  They would access the trail with their single horse-drawn carriage.  The carriage is 66” wide and in 
most places, the trail is 10’ wide, enough for passing other trail users. 
 
Horses:  The horses are very well behaved.  As a taxicab service, they have traveled on city streets with no 
incidences of behavior that would endanger people in or around their vehicle.   
 
Manure:  They utilize Bun Bags on their horses and if any manure would get on the trail, they would clean up 
after themselves. 
 
Bill mentioned dead ends on the trail and asked how she would be able to maneuver the carriage to turn it 
around.  Teri stated that she knew of those areas and would not travel on them.  Brent asked how wide the trail 
is and if this would cause a problem with people utilizing the trail to be able to get by the carriage.   
 
Dennis brought up that if Council would approve of her utilizing the trail, he would like to be able to work 
together with her for guided service to Auger Falls.  John mentioned that allowing her to have use of the trails 
could be a problem if another company wants to utilize the trails.  We would have to allow it for everyone if we 
allow it for her.  The code does say that it will allow the director to make the decision but Dennis wanted to hear 
what the Commission had to say before making a decision. 
 
Brent asked Dennis if the City gets any compensation from the Concession stands at parks.  Dennis stated that 
they sign a year lease and pay a percentage of the profits to the City.  He also stated that if we decide to allow 
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Teri use of the trails, we would have her sign a contract. Jeff Blick asked if the permit would be renewed 
annually if Teri is allowed use of the trails.  Dennis stated that they would look at renewing it annually.  
 
Brent is concerned about the usage of the trail not being intended for the use of a horse and carriage.  Mitch 
Humble stated that the City uses snow removal vehicles on the trail to remove snow and that weight shouldn’t 
be a concern but the width of the trail might.  Beth is concerned about complaints the public may make due to a 
horse being on the trail.   
 
Jeff Blick made a motion to approve the request of Teri Adams, owner of DREAMERz, Inc., to operate on a 
permission or special event permitted basis, renewed annually to access the public trail system for her single 
horse-drawn carriage.  Brent seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed Jeff Blick in favor of the motion.  
Brent Jussel, Beth Olmstead, John Bonnett and Bill Merritt voted against the motion.  The motion failed by a 
vote of 1 to 4. 
 


Item #5 Cowboy Field Project – Commission & Staff 
 
The Twin Falls Youth Baseball Trust along with the Parks & Recreation Commission made a presentation to 
City Council last night to request funds from the City to help pay for the renovations at Cowboy Field.  Council 
tabled the discussion.  Bill would like to move forward with the project and re-visit it in the fall for City 
participation.  He is disappointed from a personal standpoint but understands that the City has to be responsible 
for the monies spent from all departments.  Brent feels the same as Bill and feels it was a civil discussion with 
the Council and appreciates that.   
 
Brent asked what will happen with the sub-committee that was formed for this project.  Do we move forward or 
disband the sub-committee?  John feels we should disband the sub-committee on this project and voiced his 
concerns on the use of the Parks and Recreation Commission for the remainder of the year. 
 
Mitch Humble explained that the senior staff group is going through the capital budget and that it isn’t just 
Parks and Recreation that has been put on hold for projects.  Every department is going through this.  Parks and 
Recreation had a lot of projects approved this year and now with the economy, staff is scrutinizing each project 
based on priority.  The City is trying to save money in every way possible without having to lay anyone off.  
Dennis went over the projects that have been on hold.  These include:  the Tree Enhancement Program, trees at 
Morning Sun, restroom in the recreation building at Harmon Park, laptop for the office and a new desk.  Mitch 
thinks that if the Commission and staff feel that a project is important; put it in the budget.   
 
Dennis disagreed with disbanding the sub-committee.  He would like the sub-committee to look at possible 
donations and have a figure of what the City would have to come up with when we re-address the project at a 
later date.  Brent stated that he doesn’t know where the Baseball Trust or the hospital stands at this time for the 
participation of the project. 
 
John made the decision to disband the sub-committee for the Cowboy Field project. 
 
Item #6 Dog Park - Commission  
 
This item was not discussed. 
 
 


 


 







 4


Item #7 Membership – Dennis/Commission 


 
No qurom was present when this item was discussed. 
 
Item #8 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission 


 
This item was not discussed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:05pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be March 10
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
January 13, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Paula Brown Sinclair, John Bonnett, Bill Merritt, Mitch Watkins, Brent Jussel and 


Jeff Blick 


 


Members Absent: Beth Olmstead and Tom Skahill 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


  


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:34am.  A motion was made by Brent Jussel to 
approve the minutes of the December 9th, 2008 meeting.  Bill Merritt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 


Item #1 Recreation Report - Staff 
 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  Boys Basketball will be starting January 17th.  Practices began on 
January 5th.  Adult Basketball started the week of January 5th.  Dennis is meeting with Scott Rogers with CSI to 
discuss using their gym space.  Scott is looking at having more public use of the gyms at CSI. 
 
Cabin Fever Day took place on January 10th.  It was a great success.  Dennis stated that First Federal approved a 
grant of $3500 for a projector and screen for movies in City Park.  He showed the Commission a list of G-rated 
movies that are options to be played at the Park.  Dennis asked the Commission if they would like to make any 
suggestions for what movies should be played.  The Commission agreed the list that was presented would be 
appropriate for showing. 
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Item #2 Parks Report - Staff 
 
Dennis went over the parks report.  Staff had been doing a lot of snow removal.  They are now working in the 
shop doing maintenance repairs on equipment.  Bids are out for the contracted landscape medians and strips. 
 
Council approved re-plastering the pool.  The pool will be shut down for the month of February. 
 
Item #3 Baker Subdivision In Lieu of Request - Staff  
 
Brad Wills, the developer of the Baker Subdivision has requested from the Commission their recommendation 
to accept the in lieu of request.  The Baker Subdivision is located on the west side of Wendell Street between 
Robbins Avenue and Lawrence Avenue.  It is a .81 acre, one existing single family household unit and one 
proposed duplex unit.  Using the in lieu of formula, the in lieu contribution amount is formulated to be 
$1498.20. 
 
Currently the closest neighborhood park is Harry Barry, located approximately ½ mile to the southeast.  Staff 
supports the developer’s request due to it being a small amount. 
 
Brent Jussel made a motion to support staff’s recommendation for the in lieu of request for Baker Subdivision.  
Paula Brown Sinclair seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dennis will try and get the recommendation on the City Council agenda for January 20th. 
 
Item #4 LDS Softball Complex – Sub Committee 


 
Dennis reported he has spoke with Kasey Teske, principal of Oregon Trail Elementary School, and he was 
excited to work with the City for the contest of renaming the complex.  Dennis stated that the presentation is on 
the schedule for the City Council meeting on January 20th at 5pm.  He would like at least one member of the 
sub-committee to be present.   
 
Dennis went over the improvements needed at the facility and stated that they are estimating $680,000 to 
complete the improvements.  The three biggest issues that need addressed first are renaming the complex, 
making the complex a youth complex with restrictions and combining the two parks into one. 
 
Mitch Humble mentioned that the main issue would be the contest to rename the complex and making sure 
Council approves that before addressing the other issues.   
 
Mitch Watkins made a motion to present to City Council on January 20th to propose to have a contest for 
Oregon Trail Elementary School to rename the complex, combine the softball complex and South Park into one 
complex and make the complex strictly a youth complex with restrictions of no alcohol and smoking, along 
with the development plan that will follow at a later time.  Jeff seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item #5 Cowboy Field Project – Brent Jussel 


 
Brent passed out a project budget to the Commission and went over it.  After donations, they would still be 
short $40,000.  Mitch Watkins asked if cutting some of the improvements would make up the difference.  Brent 
stated they are having a discussion of different options at the next Baseball Trust meeting. 
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Dennis stated that the Commission should make a presentation to Council to see if they will approve a dollar 
amount to fund the project.  John feels we need to get this presented as soon as possible to the Council to see if 
they will even approve it so the project can move forward.   
 
Trip has mentioned the project to other Council members and told them that some of the donations are on a 
timeline.  Dennis explained to the Commission that Council will not be touching reserves for the project and the 
funds will have to come out of the department’s budget.  Dennis feels that if this is a high priority, then we 
might have to cut some projects out of the budget.  The Commission discussed cutting lower priority projects.  
These would include the Morning Sun restrooms and a shelter at Ascension Park.   
 
Mitch Watkins made a motion to ask Council to divert the money budgeted for the Morning Sun restroom 
project to match funds on the Cowboy Field project for the amount budgeted of $70,000.00.  Brent Jussel 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Dennis will get this on the agenda for the February 2nd Council meeting.  Bill mentioned taking pictures of 
Cowboy Field to show when they present to Council. 
 
Item #6 Parks in Lieu of Review – Staff & Commission 
 
Dennis went over the in lieu of requests that have been approved by City Council through the end of 2008.  In 
over three years, the City has collected $531,844.48 from developers for their in lieu of fees.  There are still in 
lieu of fees that will be collected once the other developments proceed.   
 
So far, $109,431.00 has been used to help purchase the LDS Softball Complex this past year and a little less 
than $16,000 was spent for the irrigation and seeding for Teton Park two years ago.  The expenditures of these 
funds are not limited within the arterial streets of the development with the passing of the ordinance with 
modifications of the existing ordinance 10-12-3-11. 
 
The City’s process to allocate the expenditures of these collected in lieu of fees is to submit requests as part of 
the regular budget process in April/May.  The in lieu of fees are managed through a new category in the budget 
called the Park Development Fund that is managed by Parks and Recreation.  This current budget year, funds 
have been allocated for the following projects:  $120,000 for restrooms at Sunway; $10,000 for a well at 
Sunway; $35,000 for playground equipment at Sunway; $3250 for trees at Sunway; $3000 for parking lot 
improvements at Sunway; $6500 for miscellaneous improvements at Harmon Park; $30,000 for a shelter at 
Northern Ridge Park and $8000 for improvements at the swimming area at Dierkes Lake. 
 
Dennis informed the Commission that Xavier Charter School has bought land near Sunway Soccer Complex.  
This could benefit the City for Sunway Soccer Complex to have water and sewer.  Dennis would like to wait 
another year before spending the money on restrooms and a well if we can tie into the water and sewer from 
Xavier.  Mitch Humble stated that a survey of the land should be done to make sure the sewer could gravity 
flow from the restroom to the sewer line near the proposed new school. 
 
Item #7 Memberships – Dennis/Commission 


 
Dennis reported that Shawna Reeves has submitted her letter of resignation.  She resigned due to her work 
schedule and regrets leaving.  In March of this year, Mitch Watkins will have served his full six years on the 
Commission.  Also in March, Beth Olmstead and Tom Skahill could ask for another three year term since their 
first term will end. 
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Item #8 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission 


 
Paula expressed her concern for having the Commission meet in the Council Chambers.  She feels that it is not 
working for the Commission and would like to have other arrangements made.  Trip informed the Commission 
that they are trying to avoid the perception of “meeting behind closed doors”.  They are going to start recording 
and televising each Commission meeting to involve the public.  They will be broadcasting each Commission 
meeting on Channel 17. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be February 10
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
July 14, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present:  Jeff Blick, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Ryan Horsley, Brent Jussel, Bill Merritt 


and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: Tennille Adams and John Bonnett 
 


Council Present: Trip Craig  
 


Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Vice-Chairperson Bill Merritt called the meeting to order at 11:41am.   


 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the June 9
th


, 2009 meeting 


 
A motion was made by Brent Jussel to approve the minutes of the June 9


th
, 2009 meeting.  Ryan Horsley 


seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Recreation Report 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  The first “Movies in the Park” was on June 26


th
.  It was a great success.  


Trip was there to introduce Alan Horner and Rex Lytle with First Federal.  Without the grant from First Federal, 


we could not have made this happen.  The next movie will be on July 31
st
, playing “Charlotte’s Web”. 


 


Youth Baseball and Softball will finish up on July 16
th


.   Rosters are currently being taken for 4 vs. 4 sand 


volleyball league.  This is new this year and there are a possible 7 teams so far.  Fall soccer registration is going 


on now thru July 24
th


. 
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Item #3 Parks Report 


 
Restrooms at Oregon Trail Youth Complex, South Park and City Park have been painted.  The cable fencing at 


Sunway has been finished.  A new fence was installed around the playground at City Park.  Staff is soliciting 


bids for the new restroom to be installed at the Harmon Park Recreation Building. 


 


Item #4 Donation Policy Modifications 
 


At the last meeting, members of the Commission felt the wording of the language in the donation policy could 


be modified slightly.  Paula volunteered to work with staff to produce changes that are easy to read and 


understand.  The City’s Attorney, Fritz Wonderlich, approved of the changes.  The following are the proposed 


changes.  The changes are in red. 


 


MEMORIALS 
 


 Donations may dedicate to, honor, or memorialize, a person; or directly relate to the history of the 


community, and shall be of any type (types of donations – reference to page 1), so long as its placement enhances 


the recreational value of its setting, considering factors including, but not limited to, safety and aesthetics. 


 


Identification – Donations are typically identified by a plaque of durable material such as metal plate or 


stone, of modest size and set in concrete or fixed to a permanent object.  The plaque may be placed at the base 


of, or adjacent to the memorial.  Approved plaques are purchased and ordered by the donor and the installation 


is coordinated with the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Department. In the case of trees, the plaque shall be not 


less than 8" by 16" and flush mounted in the ground. Design and placement of plaques must be approved by the 


Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Department.  Damaged plaques are replaced at no additional charge to the 


donor. 


 


Inscription – The text shall be limited to the name of the person being dedicated to, honored, or memorialized, 


the dates of the birth and death of that person or the date of the dedication or when honored.  The phrases 


“Dedicated To”, “In Honor of”, or “In memory of,” are the allowable text.  No symbols or emblems are allowed 


on the plaque.  The text of memorials to individuals may include the name of the person being dedicated to, 


honored, or memorialized, the dates of the birth and death of that person or the date of the dedication or when 


honored.  Any additional text and any inscription for other donations must be directly related to the history of 


the community, and may identify groups or persons with longstanding ties to the community. 


 


Paula made a motion to accept the proposed changes to the donation policy that has been approved by the City 


Attorney.  Brent seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Dennis will forward on the recommendation to Council. 


 


Item #5 Drury Park Update 


 
Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  A tentative date of July 25


th
 has been set for the installation of 


the playground equipment, but it will not be able to happen that day.  Dennis had talked to the Street 


Department about doing the asphalt around the equipment but they don’t have time to help with the project.  He 


met with Gordon Paving to get an estimate on the asphalt and hasn’t heard back from them.  Magic Valley Bank 


was going to provide volunteers to help with the installation but that has fallen through.  Dennis has contacted 


Home Depot to see if they would be willing to volunteer to help.   
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Brent asked if there was a plan in place for fencing along Washington Street.  He feels it is a safety issue and 


that the fence should probably go up before the playground equipment.  Paula had proposed having a brick wall 


along Washington Street.  They thought they would be able to build the wall without a mason but you need to 


have a mason in order to do the brick work.  Dennis stated that the goal is to have the fence up along 


Washington Street at the same time the playground equipment goes up.   


 


Dennis asked for suggestions of volunteer groups he could contact that would be willing to help.  Bill asked if 


he has contacted Lowes and possibly do a Home Depot vs. Lowes Challenge.  Jeff suggested contacting Jeff 


Duggan with the Twin Falls Realtor Association. 


 


Dennis will keep the Commission informed of any changes to the date or project. 


 


Item #6 Open Meeting Law 


 
On July 1


st
, amendments to the Public Meeting Law went into effect.  These amendments apply to the City 


Council and all commissions created by ordinance.  There is a five (5) day meeting notice; all commissions now 


post an annual regular meeting schedule.  Regular meeting agenda notices are required to be posted at least 48 


hours before the meeting.  These notices must be posted at the location of the meetings.  A web seminar held on 


June 30
th


, brought up some questions about sub-committees following these amendments as well.  The City’s 


attorney, Fritz Wonderlich, said sub-committees do not have to follow these amendments as these sub-


committees are not created by an ordinance. 


 


An amended agenda posted less than the required notice period is not effective until a motion is made and the 


governing board votes to amend the agenda.  An agenda may also be amended after the start of the meeting 


upon a motion stating the reason for amendment and states the good faith reason that the agenda item was not 


included on the original agenda. 


 


Item #7 Baseball Trust Agreement 


 
Brent updated the Commission on the Baseball Trust Agreement.  A proposed agreement written by the City’s 


attorney was forwarded on to the Trust’s attorney.  The agreement sets some conditions on the City, Twin Falls 


Youth County Baseball Inc. and Twin Falls Youth County Baseball Trust and the maintenance of the new 


lighting and use of the facility.  A few minor changes have been made and a signed copy of the agreement has 


been forwarded to Dennis.  Once the City signs the agreement, the lights can go up.  Dennis will review the 


agreement and forward it on to Fritz for approval.  Once both parties agree, it will be forwarded on to City 


Council for their approval. 


 


Item #8 Budget Update 


 
A copy of the proposed capital improvements in Parks, Recreation and the Park Development fund were e-


mailed to Commission members.  Dennis went over the proposed capital improvement requests for the Parks 


and Recreation Department.  At this time, none of the requests have been cut.  The City Council held a 


preliminary discussion of the budget at their July 6
th


 meeting.  Dennis informed the Commission that certain 


projects have been removed due to Senior Staff asking departments to pare down their capital improvement 


projects.  Some of the projects that were removed in the current year’s budget are:  Cascade restroom, Morning 


Sun restroom, trees for Ascension, irrigation system in retention areas and a laptop for the Parks and Recreation 


Department. 


 


Bill asked Dennis to explain the budget process to the new members. 
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Item #9 Ascension Park Easement Update 


 
Dennis informed the Commission the City and the Episcopal Church of the Ascension has a signed agreement 


for a public utility easement for the pressurized irrigation system.  Now they will know exactly where the 


easements are so a restroom can be built.  Bill asked if they have created a design for the restroom.  Staff had 


been working with Don Acheson with Riedesel Engineering on a design.  Now that the agreements have been 


signed, Dennis will contact him so the City can start getting bids on a restroom.  A shelter was also going to be 


built but there have been no designs for it.  Paula suggested building the restrooms and shelter close together so 


there can be water access for both areas.   


 


Item #10 Other Items from the Commission 


 
Dennis informed the Commission that Brandy Mason has been promoted to Recreation Coordinator.  They are 


looking at asking two of the applicants that applied for the Coordinator position if they would like to take the 


position as Recreation Aide. 


 


Brent asked if the City was still going through with impact fees and how that money will be used.  Mitch 


updated the Commission on the status of impact fees.  Impact fees will go into effect August 1
st
 unless Council 


says otherwise.  All new residential and commercial properties will pay an impact fee but only residential 


impact fees will be used for community parks in the area. 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:39pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be August 11
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 


 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
June 9, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present: Tennille Adams, Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane,  Ryan Horsley, Brent Jussel, 


Bill Merritt and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: RoLynne Hendricks 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:40am.  A motion was made by Ryan Horsley to 
approve the minutes of the May 12th, 2009 meeting.  Tennille Adams seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item #1 Recreation Report - Staff 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  Youth baseball began on June 1st.  We have been spreading out the 
games at various parks and all games are in the evening.  There is a tournament going on every weekend in 
June.  Men’s softball is going well, despite an issue with teams using illegal bats.  We now have a strict rule in 
place with use of illegal bats. 
 
Urban Wilderness Day will be held on Saturday, June 13th from 11am-3pm at Dierkes Lakes.  This is a free 
outdoor activity and is great for families.  There are quite a few leisure activities available this summer; pontoon 
boat ride, rafting, Hands On activities and Drama classes.   
 
The first annual “Movies in the Park” will be held on June 26th at 9:30pm, showing “American Tail”.  Brent 
asked how we will get public awareness out there for these movies.  Dennis stated that it will be advertised on 
the website and Times News.  It was also advertised in the Spring/Summer guide.  Paula suggested having signs 
up along Shoshone Street advertising the movie like they do for the band concerts in the park every Thursday 
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night. Dennis also mentioned that they will only be allowing the Coke trailer to be at the park selling soda, 
water and popcorn.   
 
Item #2 Parks Report - Staff 


 
A new tractor/mower has been purchased that will be shared between the Sanitation Department, Parks 
Department and Streets Department for weed abatement.  Paving around the band shell has been finished.  
Restrooms at Oregon Trail Youth Complex, South Park and City Park are being painted.  The restroom in the 
blue building at Harmon Park has been approved and bids will be going out for that soon.  Having a restroom in 
the building will allow Parks and Recreation to hold leisure activities there.  A new shelter for Northern Ridge 
Park has been ordered and should hopefully be completed by the end of the summer.  Installation on swing sets 
in various parks has been finished.  The fence at Sunway is almost finished and the pool bubble was removed 
on May 19th. 
 


Item #3 Donation Policy Modifications – Sub-Committee 


 
The sub-committee consisting of Bill Merritt, Paula Brown Sinclair, Kevin Dane and Jeff Blick met on 
Monday, May 15th with Fritz Wonderlich and staff to review the current policy.  Fritz forwarded on the revised 
policy with only some minor changes to the current policy.   
 
Paula has been working on revising the policy and has proposed the following:  Under Types of Donations, 6th 
paragraph, Inscription – The text of memorials to individuals may include the name of the person being 
dedicated to, honored, or memorialized, the dates of the birth and death of that person or the date of the 
dedication or when honored.  The phrases “Dedicated To”, “In Honor of”, or “In memory of,” are the allowable 
text for memorials.  Any additional text and inscriptions for other donations must be directly related to the 
history of the community or identify groups or persons with longstanding ties to the community. 
 
Dennis and Paula will work on the policy and application and have it reviewed by Fritz by the next meeting.  A 
recommendation can be made at the July meeting. 
 


Item #4 Request to pay fees In Lieu of park land dedication for the Dry Creek Subdivision - Staff 
 
Dry Creek Subdivision is a .44 acre lot consisting of two (2) residential lots on property located at 1969 Shoup 
Avenue East.  There was an existing house on the lot; the net increase in households in the subdivision is only 
one.  Depending on the value per acre of the property, the in lieu of fee would be approximately $500 - $600, 
Staff recommends to the Commission to approve the in lieu of request. 
 
Brent made a motion to support staff’s recommendation.  Ryan seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 


Item #5 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission 


 
Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  Magic Valley Bank will provide volunteers to help install the 
playground equipment.  He will need to get in contact with them to see when they will be available to help.  The 
playground equipment is three different pieces.  Paula asked if we can have staff that was in charge of the 
Ascension playground installation available on this project to prepare every one of what will be needed.  Parks 
crew will need to tear out the horseshoe pits.  There will be two horseshoe pits left.  Dennis still needs to get the 
fall safety material ordered and Paula will be getting the picnic tables ordered.  Paula mentioned there is a 
possibility of having the stone wall built without a mason. 
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Bill updated the Commission on the lights at Oregon Trail Youth Complex.  The lights are here and they are 
working on getting them pre-mounted.  Brent stated that the Baseball Trust has put the project on hold until an 
agreement is made and signed between the Trust and the City.  Dennis will get with Fritz to see where we are 
with the agreement. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:28pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be July 14
th


, 2009 


at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
March 10, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present:  Jeff Blick, John Bonnett, Bill Merritt, Paula Brown Sinclair, and Mitch Watkins 


 


Members Absent: Brent Jussel, Beth Olmstead and Tom Skahill 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


Guests: Tom Gilbertson, Twin Falls Preservation Inc.; Vaughn Phelps, Valley Christian 


Church; Gary Perron, Developer.  


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:39am.  John recognized Mitch Watkins for his years 
of service on the Commission and thanked him.  Mitch commented how much he has enjoyed serving on the 
Commission.  
 
A motion was made by Mitch Watkins to approve the minutes of the February 10th, 2009 meeting.  Bill Merritt 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item #1 Recreation Report – Staff 


 
Dennis went over the recreation report.  Spring Soccer registration numbers are down from last year.  Parks and 
Recreation is working with the Soccer Association to hold a fun day at the soccer complex on Saturday, March 
28th.  The Rocky Mountain Tournament will be held on April 3-4th this year.  Registration for youth 
softball/baseball will begin on March 30th.  Mitch Watkins commented on how well the K-3rd grade basketball 
is going. 
 
We have had good feedback on the Movies in the Park.  Council approved the request for amplified sound after 
9:30pm on the nights the movies will be shown.  The first movie will be shown on Friday June 26th. 
 
The new Spring/Summer Guides are finished and will be mailed out sometime this week. 
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Item #2 Parks Report – Staff 


 
Dennis went over the Parks Report.  The parks staff is still doing some work in the shop getting ready to start 
the season.  They have been working on cable fencing at Sunway Soccer Complex.  The re-plastering is finished 
at the pool and they are working on an UV light project also at the pool.   
 


Item #3 In Lieu of Request for Romero Estates - Staff 


 
Romero Estates is a 4-plex development with 16 household units on 1.219 acres located at 452 Filer Avenue 
West, on the north side, between Sparks Street and Rose Street North.  There is an existing single family 
residence located on the property.  The residence will be removed and the additional 15 household units will be 
counted toward the in lieu of formula.  Using the Twin Falls County Assessor’s 2008 value of land, the price 
per acre is calculated at $27,461.85 per acre and using the in lieu of formula, the in lieu of payment is $8874.28. 
 
Currently, the closest neighborhood park is Harry Barry, located approximately ¼ mile to the south.  Since the 
dedication requirement from this subdivision is only .15 acres, staff supports the developer’s request of the in 
lieu of application. 
 
Mitch Watkins made a motion to approve the in lieu of request for Romero Estates.  Paula Brown Sinclair 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #4 Grain Elevators Mini-Park Maintenance Request – Tom Gilbertson – 12:00 Noon 
 
Tom Gilbertson with Preservation Twin Falls Inc. presented to the Commission their proposal to have the City 
of Twin Falls Parks and Recreation maintain the grass area at the Grain Elevators.  They are approaching the 
City for the maintenance because they don’t have the means to properly maintain the grass area.  The 
improvements at the site have been done by volunteers and from grant money.  Mitch Watkins asked if the land 
was owned by the City.  Tom reported that it is owned by Twin Falls Preservation Inc.  They would like to have 
a lease agreement similar to the Episcopal Church with the soccer fields.   
 
Dennis explained that the City would have a lease agreement with Twin Falls Preservation Inc and the irrigation 
plans would be installed to the specifications of the City Parks and Recreation Department.  The Preservation 
has been working with Dave Wright on the landscaping plans.  Bill Merritt asked if the botanical gardens and 
shrubbery would be the City’s responsibility.  The City would only take care of the grass area. 
 
John asked what the use of the grain elevators would be.  Tom mentioned that the only use is for a cell tower 
that is currently being installed in the elevators.  There is a mural painted on one of the buildings and they 
would like to preserve that and are looking at painting the buildings.  Paula asked what the space would be used 
for.  Tom stated that the main purpose would be for a family area for picnics and might be looking at a Farmer’s 
Market there as well.  Mitch Watkins commented that he thought it was a great project. 
 
Jeff Blick made a motion to accept the committee’s request for the City of Twin Falls Parks and Recreation to 
take over the maintenance of the grass area at the Grain Elevators Mini-Park.  Mitch Watkins seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Item #5 Request for exception for City’s Policy at City Park – Vaughn Phelps – 12:15pm 


 
Vaughn Phelps, representing the Valley Christian Church, presented to the Commission a request to hold a 
sunrise service on Easter Sunday, April 12th at City Park. They will be having amplified sound before 12:15pm 
and the City’s policy does not allow amplified sound and/or music out of the band shell until 12:15pm on 
Sundays.  The service would be between 7:00am-8:30am.   
 
Paula Brown Sinclair made a motion to accept the request for exception of the City’s Policy of amplified sound 
before 12:15pm on Sunday, April 12th.  Bill Merritt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Dennis will forward the recommendation to the City Council for approval. 
 
Item #6 Reviewing Existing In Lieu of Request Approval – Gary Perron – 12:30pm  
 
Quail Ridge Estates is a 41 lot, 70.67 acres subdivision located on the west side of 3400 East, north of Falls 
Avenue East and south of Dierkes Lake (West of the Hidden Lakes subdivision).  The City Council approved 
the in lieu of request with the following requirements:  Developer will construct stairs from the rim to one of the 
hidden lakes, construct an overlook on City property, construct a parking lot at the end of 3400 East, provide 
access to the City’s rim land and construct a trail on City rim land.  The developer received a 50% credit for the 
in lieu of payment for the trail system and improvements.  The City received an in lieu of payment of $8935.13 
on March 26, 2008. 
 
Gary Perron, developer of Quail Ridge Estates, presented to the Commission a request to modify the In Lieu of 
request previously approved so the stairs are not part of the in lieu of request.  The stairs were not built with a 
building permit and do not meet code.  Right now, the developer does not have the economic ability to finish 
the stair system along with their commitment to construct a trail.  Gary mentioned excluding building the path 
on the City property and overlook so they can fix the stairs up to code.  Mitch Humble stated that the trail is a 
code requirement.  Discussion followed. 
 
Mitch Watkins made a motion to accept the request to remove the stairs from the original in lieu of request.  
Paula Brown Sinclair seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed Paula Brown Sinclair, John Bonnett and 
Mitch Watkins in favor of the request.  Jeff Blick and Bill Merritt voted against the motion.  The motion passed 
3-2. 
 


Item #7 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission 


 
Dennis reported the re-naming of the softball complex was delayed due to Council not meeting and the Mayor 
being out of town.  Council will meet on March 23rd at 2:30pm at the Oregon Trail Gym for a special City 
Council meeting to re-name the softball complex.  Dennis invited the members of the Commission to attend the 
meeting.  A gift certificate for a pool/pizza party will be awarded to the winning classroom. 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on the openings for the Commission.  So far, there have been 6 applications 
turned in.  Interviews will be held on Friday, March 13th in the Council overflow room.  Dennis will forward the 
recommendations to Council on March 23rd. 
 
Bill Merritt reported that the Baseball Trust held a meeting last week and have a new project they are working 
on.  They would like the Cowboy Field project to go through the budgeting process again and will look at 
donating towards it based on Council approval.  Bill stated they have discussed the safety issues at the Softball 
Complex (specifically the lighting on Fields 2 & 3) that has been a concern for awhile.  Bill got some estimates 
from a couple electricians and the cost to fix the lighting will be approximately $30,000.  The Trust approved 
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donating up to $25,000 to repair the lights at the softball complex with the City’s approval with the condition 
that the City has a 25% fee waiver for field prep fees and tournaments. 
 
Paula Brown Sinclair made a motion to accept the Baseball Trust’s proposal.  Jeff Blick seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously.  Dennis would like a few members of the Baseball Trust to be present when 
the recommendation is presented to Council. 
 
John asked if anyone has heard anything about the new Xavier School being built near the soccer complex.  
Dennis has received an e-mail from Engineering that we can gravity feed sewer and water from the soccer 
complex to their site.  Dennis said we will budget for that in next year’s budget but will delay the project until 
the construction begins with the new school. 
 
Paula asked for an update on Drury Park.  All three playground pieces have been received. 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on Dreamerz Horse Carriage.  It was brought up at the Council meeting but 
Council tabled it.  They want information from our insurance agency about the liability for having a horse and 
carriage on the trails.  There is also some concern of the weight of the horse and carriage. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:04pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be April 14
th


, 


2009 at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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TWIN FALLS CITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
May 12, 2009* * * * * 11:30 am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 
Members Present:  Tennille Adams, John Bonnett, Kevin Dane, RoLynne Hendricks, Ryan Horsley, 


Brent Jussel and Paula Brown Sinclair 


 


Members Absent: Jeff Blick and Bill Merritt 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Staff Present: Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 


 


 


 


       


MINUTES 
 


Chairperson John Bonnett called the meeting to order at 11:44am.  A motion was made by Ryan Horsley to 
approve the minutes of the April 14th, 2009 meeting.  Tennille Adams seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item #1 Election of Officers - Commission 


 
Each year, the Commission elects a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  Currently John Bonnett is Chairperson 
and has served for one year.  Bill Merritt is currently Vice-Chairperson and he has also served for one year.  
There are no regulations on the number of years you can serve as Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson. 
 
Kevin Dane made a motion to continue with John Bonnett serving as Chairperson.  Brent seconded the motion.  
Paula Brown Sinclair made a motion for the nominations to cease.  Ryan Horsley seconded the motion.  The 
motions passed unanimously.   
 
Paula Brown Sinclair made a motion to continue with Bill Merritt serving as Vice-Chairperson.  Brent seconded 
the motion.  Ryan Horsley made a motion for the nominations to cease.  RoLynne Hendricks seconded the 
motion.  The motions passed unanimously. 
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Item #2 Recreation Report - Staff 


 
Baseball and softball registrations ended on Friday, April 17th.  We are still accepting late sign-ups.  As of May 
5th, there were 880 participants signed up compared to 935 last year.  The drop in numbers is due to the 7th-9th 
grade girl’s league only having 13 participants signed up.  We cancelled the league and refunded or credited 
those that signed up. 
 
Men’s Softball has 14 teams and the league will begin on May 19th.  Hersey’s Track Meet was held on 
Saturday, May 9th with 114 participants.  We are getting a lot of people in surrounding areas coming over for 
the event. Summer will be busy with tournaments. There was a co-ed softball tournament on Saturday, May 9th, 
a men’s icebreaker May 15th-17th and the Pressbox tournament May 29th-31st.  There is a tournament scheduled 
every weekend in June.  July will be busy with the Crusader’s Men’s Tournament and the Babe Ruth State 
Softball and Cal Ripken State tournaments.  The Men’s Door Slammer Tourney will end the season in August. 
 
We are offering many leisure activities this summer from art classes to tennis and First Aid and CPR.  We will 
also be offering the 1st annual Movies in the Park, the last Friday of the months of June, July, and August.  Staff 
has received a lot of good feedback and it should be a popular event.   
 


Item #3 Parks Report - Staff 


 
All seasonal Parks staff has been hired for the season.  Mowing has begun and the irrigation systems are being 
charged, although there hasn’t been much need to irrigate with all the rain we’ve had.  There are new concrete 
picnic tables at the new shelter at Harmon Park, City Park and Frontier Park.  A new shelter for Northern Ridge 
Park has been ordered.  Staff is working on planting trees in various parks and Shoshone Falls and Dierkes 
Lake. 
 
The bubble at the pool will be taken down on Tuesday, May 19th. 
 


Item #4 Dog Park – Staff & Commission 
 
For several years, City staff and the Commission has discussed having a dog park in Twin Falls.  In 2007, a 
public meeting was held with the neighbors of the new Teton Park/Retention area between Shoup Avenue and 
Heyburn Avenue just east of Sunrise Blvd.  The neighbors were 100% against the idea of a dog park at the 
location due to:  noise, animals being dumped off and animal waste.  There hasn’t been much effort since then 
to find another site for a dog park. 
 
Dennis informed the Commission that someone has brought up the idea of the water tower property on Hankins 
Road, north of Kimberly Road.  There is a restroom at this property but due to vandalism, it was closed.  The 
idea has been discussed with the Water Department and they aren’t opposed to the idea but are concerned about 
the security of the City’s domestic water system.  They have federal guidelines to follow in the security of water 
systems.  Dennis feels that a dog park is needed in our area but the question is where. 
 
The Commission discussed their ideas and concerns with having a dog park in the area.  Ryan feels it is 
something the community needs but feels the Animal Shelter should step up and get the word out that it is 
needed in this area.  Paula asked if there has been any discussion with the County on working together to find a 
location and possibly the funding being shared.  She suggested the area west of the hospital.  The City has a 
contract with Doug McCoy for cleaning up that area and Dennis will have to look at how long it is for.  Brent 
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brought up that we should keep in mind that the County owns the hospital and we don’t know what their plans 
are in the future for the building. 
 
Brent asked what the purpose is of a dog park.  Dennis stated that the main reason is to let a dog off the leash to 
run.  It would be the only area in the City that is legal for dogs to be off the leash.  Brent asked if the location at 
the water tower had enough parking and if porta-potties would need to be brought in.  There isn’t a lot of 
parking and porta-potties would need to be there. 
 
Mitch Humble and Trip Craig discussed using the area on the north end of Oregon Trail Youth Complex.  There 
is a street separating the area from the residential area.  There are four acres at this park, a parking lot, restrooms 
and playground equipment. 
 
Dennis will contact the County and see if they have any ideas for locations.  He mentioned that we could 
possibly look at using both locations suggested.  Tennille suggested educating the community as to what a dog 
park is so they can be better informed and have more support for one.  Ryan suggested talking to vets in the area 
or places like Petsmart to see if they would do a sponsorship that would contribute towards building the park. 
 


Item #5 New & Old Business – Dennis/Commission 


 
Council had approved the Commission’s recommendation to increase the fees for the use of City Park 
beginning January 1, 2009.  Since then, Council members have been contacted from a few large event groups 
complaining of the increase in fees.  On April 27th, Council approved to change the fees back to the original 
fees prior to the increases for City Park.  Dennis mentioned that a group of Council members and staff will be 
meeting to go over the different fees for parks, parades, etc.  Mitch brought up to the Commission that the City 
needed to weigh the option of losing approximately $5,000 that the increase in fees would generate or lose some 
large event groups that benefits the whole community. 
 
The Commission discussed their concerns regarding Council not asking the Commission to re-address the fees 
before approving the change.  The Commission spent a lot of time working on the new fee schedule and is 
concerned that the Council did not request the Commission’s opinion on the reduction of fees.  Mitch 
commented that the Council took the work that the Commission did seriously, but it has become a larger issue 
then just the park fees, concerns of costs of parades and the costs of security for these large community events.  
Mitch said a big questions is “What is the City’s role in these community events and should the City absorb 
some of these costs?” 
 
Dennis reported that one light has been put up at Oregon Trail Youth Complex.  There will be an agreement 
written up between the City and the Twin Falls Baseball Trust.  It has been sent over to the City Attorney for 
review.  Brent mentioned he has heard they have had a hard time locating the lights for the complex. 
 
Dennis gave an update on the park at the grain elevators.  Council approved for the City to maintain the grass 
area. 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on Drury Park.  Magic Valley Bank has a program that will provide 40-50 
volunteers to install playground equipment.  Dennis stated that we can have our certified playground inspector 
there to supervise with the installation.  Parks crew will need to go out and lay out the areas for the equipment.  
Dennis is thinking a good time to install it would be on a Saturday, mid to late June.  He will check with the 
street department about laying the asphalt for the playground circles. 
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Dennis mentioned that the sub-committee for the donation policy will meet at noon on Monday, May 18th at the 
Parks and Recreation conference room. 
 
Dennis updated the Commission on the Quail Ridge Estates stairs request.  The Commission recommended to 
Council to remove the stairs request in their agreement.  The developers have decided to tear out the existing 
stairs and replace them with new ones that will meet code. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:54pm.  


 


The next meeting of the Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Commission will be June 9
th


, 2009 


at 11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd


 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 





