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              Minutes 

              Recreation Center Committee 

              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 

              March 15, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 

Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Wendy Rice Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig   Will Kezele    Greg Lanting   Travis Rothweiler  Mitch Humble   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 

 

 

Members Present: Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, John Pauley (representing Gary Ettenger), Sam  

   Fowler, Nicki Kroese, Scot McNeley, Ed Patterson, Wendy Rice, Chris Scholes and  

   Alan Stutzman 

 

Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Ryan Horsley and Carl Legg 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig, Will Kezele and Greg Lanting 

 

Staff Present:  Travis Rothweiler, Mitch Humble, Dennis Bowyer and Stacy McClintock  

 

 

 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:46am.   
 

Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 

 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 

Item #2 Purpose and Direction of Committee 

 
Dennis explained that the Parks and Recreation Commission have had a recreation center listed as part of their 
strategic long term goals for many years.  The Commission brought forth the recommendation to Council to 
form a sub-committee, in which Council directed staff and other Council members to form a committee for a 
recreation center.  Dennis mentioned that the community and City developed and submitted plans to construct a 
recreation center through the Salvation Army as they received 1.5 billon dollars from the Ray Kroc Foundation.  
The City, Salvation Army, Boys and Girls Club of Magic Valley, the YMCA, and the College of Southern 
Idaho were the entities that worked together in submitting their plans for a center.  The City of Coeur d’Alene 
eventually was selected to receive the funding.  The purpose of this committee is to see if it is feasible to have a 
recreation center or district.  There are no bad ideas and this committee will explore all possibilities to 
investigate a recreation center if it will work or not. 
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Scot McNeley asked for an explanation of what a recreation district is compared to a recreation center.  Travis 
Rothweiler explained that the City offers recreation programs – from youth and adult sports to ceramics – 
funded through tax dollars in the general fund and participation fees.  A recreation district is its own separate 
independently elected board and it has its own taxing authority.  A recreation district, set out in Title 31 of 
Idaho Code, states that by a vote of citizens, they can create a geographic area and in that geographic area they 
have the right to leverage and collect property tax dollars and to establish operating guidelines and rules.  There 
are guidelines and limits on how the City can collect money.  Generally, cities can collect 3% revenue above 
and beyond what they collected the previous year.  If we are looking at a recreation district, there could be 
potential tax implications involved.  Overall, if a recreation district is the route we take, we would be creating a 
very separate, distinct unit of local government that has an elected board by the citizens and have the abilities to 
do just as all entities and local governments do to follow statutory guidelines.   
 
Jerome is a good example of a recreation district.  The City of Jerome does not offer recreation under their 
scope and responsibilities as a City.  The recreation district is a separate board that sets policies, the geographic 
boundary is larger than the city boundary and they collect and leverage property taxes.  Greg Lanting asked if 
they are limited like city governments on the 3% they can collect as well.  Travis stated they are limited on the 
3% and they are also limited on a maximum tax rate at .004, which is considerably lower than the city’s.   
 
Scot McNeley asked if the geographic area in a recreation district can encompass other cities.  Travis stated that 
it can.  Scot suggested having other communities that don’t have a recreation center or district attend some 
meetings.  Trip has been in contact with members of other communities so they may be able to attend a 
meeting.  The size of the district would be determined through a petition process.  We would define what we 
want the area to look like and everyone that falls in that geographic area would vote.  A petition would have to 
be signed by at least 20% of the qualified voters in that geographic area and submitted to the County 
Commissioners. 
 
A recreation center is a building.  The committee would need to look at City operations, the formation of a 
recreation district and public/private partnerships if it is determined that the City needs this kind of a structure.  
Alan Stutzman asked how the recreation center in Jerome came about.  Travis explained that it was a gift from 
Urban Renewal.  Building a recreation center was a priority for the Urban Renewal Agency.  There was an 
investment of approximately $2 million and they also had partnerships from several private entities.  Anyone 
that wants to utilize the district pays a fee either through property taxes or memberships.  Should Urban 
Renewal be involved in this committee?  Travis explained that legally before the agency can be a partner, they 
would have to go through a plan amendment process to be able to contribute funds for a recreation center.  Trip 
mentioned that a member from Urban Renewal may be at the next meeting. 
 
The committee voiced what their visions were for a recreation center or district.  Everyone was very supportive 
of the idea of having a recreation center or district.  The majority felt that they should build a multi-use facility 
as large as funds would allow and to plan for the future in being able to expand.  Other ideas were to have an ice 
rink and swimming pool added to the facility. 
 
Will Kezele asked that members of the committee be assigned to different areas around the country and state to 
see how those areas have planned for and implemented a center or district.  Chris Clark volunteered to research 
the Mid-west areas; Chris Scholes will research Western Pennsylvania; Sam Fowler and Gary Ettenger will 
research different YMCA’s and Boys and Girls Clubs around the nation; Greg Lanting and Alan Stutzman will 
research Smithfield, UT; Scot McNeley will research Blaine County and Nampa and Ed Patterson will research 
Coeur d’Alene.  Staff would like to have reports turned in by April 5th so they can be distributed to members to 
look over before the next meeting. 
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Item #3 Meeting Dates Discussion 

 
Meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 11:30am.  The next meeting will be held on April 
19th at 11:30am. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:08pm.  

 

The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be April 19
th

, 2011 at 11:30am 

at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd

 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 

              Recreation Center Committee 

              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 

              April 19, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 

Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 

Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 

Members Present: Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, John Pauley (representing Gary Ettenger),  

              Nicki Kroese, Ed Patterson, Ryan Horsley, Chris Scholes and Alan Stutzman 

    

Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Scot McNeley and Susan Baisch 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Will Kezele  

 

Council Absent: Greg Lanting 

 

Staff Present:  Travis Rothweiler, Mitch Humble, Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock and Gretchen  

   Scott 

 

Guests:  Gary Warr, Executive Director of Jerome Recreation District and Polly Hulsey, City  

   Administrator for the City of Kimberly 

 

 

 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:46am.   
 

Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 

 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 

Item #2 Approval of March 15
th

 minutes 

 
The Committee approved the minutes of the March 15th, 2011 meeting. 
 

Item #3 Updates on Member’s Research 

 
Chris Clark went over the links of different facilities around the country that he encouraged everyone to look 
over. 
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Jeff Blick visited the Heber City recreation center.  The thing that impressed him the most was how they 
designed the space to be flexible.  One thing that he wanted to mention was that they had office spaces around 
the perimeter of the facility that they were leasing out.  This is something to consider to possibly generating 
revenue. 
 
Scot McNeley did research on the Blaine County Recreation District.  His notes were included with the agenda.  
Their district was originally created to fund and develop the bike path and Aquatic Center.   The Wood River 
Trail System is 100% tax funded.  Funding for the Aquatic Center is 40% from fees and the balance from taxes 
and fundraising. 
 
Item #4 Short/Long Term Goals of Committee 

 
Gary Warr, Executive Director with the Jerome Recreation District, gave an overview of how the Jerome 
Recreation District was started and how their district operates.  Gary worked for the City of Provo for their 
Recreation Department for six years before coming to Jerome so he has had the opportunity to work with both a 
municipality and a recreation district.   
 
The Jerome Recreation District was established by the voters in 1976.  It is an independent taxing agency with a 
governing board of directors.  The taxing district boundaries mirror school district boundaries.  The pros to a 
district are that you do have autonomy and can cut out the various levels of politics you have in a municipality.  
The downside to a recreation district is your resources are limited.  As a recreation district, you need to establish 
relationships with the city to maximize your dollar, whereas if you are part of a municipality, you have the 
resources available with different departments.  The Jerome Recreation District has a five member board that is 
elected through general elections.  The operating budget this fiscal year is $754,000.   
 
The Jerome Recreation District partnered with Urban Renewal to obtain their recreation center.  They could 
have bonded to get the recreation center but at that time it wouldn’t have worked.  They added 23,000 square 
feet to the center and opened it March 1, 2006.  Prior to the expansion, the district’s primary function was youth 
and adult sports.  The recreation center allowed them to expand their reach so that everyone in the community 
benefited.  The district saw an increase of 25% in their programs after the expansion. 
 
The fitness component to the recreation center generated more revenue to the facility but Jerome doesn’t have 
the competition that Twin Falls has for fitness centers.  This component is very important to their center and 
operations.  Anyone can use their facilities but there are different rates for those that live outside district 
boundaries compared to those that live inside the district boundaries.  People can pay daily, monthly or yearly 
fees.  The district wants to make sure it’s affordable and there are different options. 
 
Will Kezele asked Gary what he would have in the center that he doesn’t have now.  Gary would like to have 
more multi-purpose rooms.  There is one room now that is used for fitness classes, kids PE classes, toddler 
playgroups, etc. that is heavily scheduled.  He also mentioned that additional gym space during the winter 
months would be nice. 
 
Jerome Recreation District is more than just a recreation center.  They service as a full Parks and Recreation for 
Jerome.  In addition to their 30,000 square foot recreation center, they have three miles of bike paths, thirty 
acres of park space they maintain and a 250,000 gallon outdoor pool that is connected to the recreation center.  
They offer youth and adult sports, enrichment classes, fitness classes and educational classes.  They also partner 
with CSI for their Over 60 and Fit program as well as offering home school PE classes.  The district has an 
established fee policy in place.  For their youth programs the goal is to generate revenue to offset 80% of the 
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cost to operate the programs so they will subsidize up to 20%.  Adult programs are charged 100% of the cost to 
operate their programs.   
 
Dennis asked Gary if he has ever seen where an established Parks and Recreation Department through a 
municipality was in place and a recreation district has come in afterward.  Gary believes Mountain Home has a 
City recreation department and Elmore County has a recreation district.  They have been trying for many years 
to get a recreation center built. 
 
Chris Scholes asked if there is any difference between a city municipality Recreation Department and a 
recreation district in soliciting grants.  Gary explained that both are government agencies and that he doesn’t 
think that there is a distinct advantage to grant funding for either agency. 
 
Trip mentioned that the Boise school district and the City of Boise have collaborated together for a building that 
kids are able to participate in different activities.  Grants pay for most of it and they also work with the colleges 
in the area to sponsor.  He feels that the City and a recreation district by itself probably won’t be able to provide 
all that is needed and that we should form relationships with the school district and CSI to possibly create 
something like Boise is doing.  Kirk Brower informed the committee that all elementary schools in Twin Falls 
qualify as Title 1 schools.  They do receive funding for Title 1 and would be receptive of this idea but would 
prefer to use their own facilities.  One of his biggest concerns is liability insurance and asked Gary Warr if 
people would pay for this or if the recreation district covers the cost.  Gary explained that they are with ICRIMP 
insurance along with the City.  Gretchen explained that the cost of the insurance isn’t really that high; as long as 
you have adequate coverage. 
 
Ryan Horsley asked if there has been any discussion with Urban Renewal about forming a public/private 
partnership.  Trip mentioned there hasn’t been a lot of talk about a public/private partnership at this time.  He 
said that Urban Renewal can be a great tool for grants, etc. but in order to qualify for their help, you need to be 
within their boundaries.  This includes C3 and the downtown, industrial area.  Their job would be to help with 
parking lots, infrastructure, water lines, signage, etc.  Ryan asked if the area where the Parks and Recreation 
office lies is Urban Renewal property.  That area is a mixture of private, City and Urban Renewal property. 
 
Polly Hulsey, City Administrator with the City of Kimberly, informed the committee that the City of Kimberly 
does not have a Parks and Recreation program.  The Kimberly Youth Association runs programs like softball 
and baseball and the Lions Club runs soccer.   
 
Dennis discussed the long and short terms goals of the committee.  Basically our long term goal is to have a 
recreation center.  The short term goals are coming up with how we are going to obtain a recreation center.  Do 
we form a recreation district or partner with different entities?  These are some of the questions that need to be 
answered to get started. 
 
After discussion, Trip suggested getting everyone’s ideas down on paper at the next meeting.  Dennis would 
like everyone to e-mail him their “wants and needs” of a recreation center or district before the next meeting.  
Staff will also prepare what they would like to see in a recreation center.  Gary made a comment to always keep 
in mind for the future.  The Jerome Recreation Center is five years old and it is now too small and can’t be 
expanded.  Trip mentioned that he read an article in the Parks and Recreation magazine about building 
recreation centers and planning for the future.  Staff will e-mail everyone a copy of the article. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
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Nikki Kroese mentioned that a letter to the editor was in the paper after the last meeting saying that a recreation 
center isn’t needed in Twin Falls if they already have a YMCA.  She asked if anyone was going to follow up on 
the letter.  Trip stated that there were two letters sent in to the editor and no response has been given yet. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00pm.  

 

The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be May 17
th

, 2011 at 11:30am 

at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd

 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 

              Recreation Center Committee 

              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 

              May 17, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 

Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 

Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 

Members Present: Susan Baisch, Joel Bate, Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Sam Fowler, Ryan Horsley, Nicki  

 Kroese, Scot McNeley, John Pauley, Chris Scholes and Alan Stutzman  

    

Members Absent: Chris Clark, Gary Ettenger, Carl Legg and Ed Patterson 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Will Kezele  

 

Council Absent: Greg Lanting 

 

Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock and Gretchen Scott 

 

Staff Absent:  Travis Rothweiler and Mitch Humble 

 

Guests:  Renea Kelley, Girl Scouts 

 

 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:50am.   
 

Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 

 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 

Item #2 Approval of April 19
th

 minutes 

 
Ryan Horsley made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 19th meeting.  Scot McNeley seconded the 
motion.  All those present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

Item #3 Discussion on Members Wish List 

 
Dennis went over the want/wish lists that members e-mailed to him.  These included:  a concession area, 
babysitting area, game room, racquet ball courts, aquatic area, basketball courts, walking/running path, indoor 
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small side soccer fields, indoor batting cages, multipurpose field/court, retractable soccer mats, hockey/ice 
skating rink, climbing wall, tumbling room, computer resource area, indoor golf practice, multi-purpose rooms, 
sports store, tennis courts, weight room and volleyball courts. 
 
The committee discussed some other ideas that weren’t mentioned in the list.  These included:  locker room 
facilities, meeting rooms, a kitchen for cooking classes, 24 hour access to fitness rooms, a large space with 
artificial turf that can be rolled up and drop down nets for batting cages, soccer, etc. 
 
Susan Baisch mentioned that there are a lot of grants available, especially for golf and those that have amenities 
for the disabled and handicapped.  Joel Bate also commented that there is probably quite a bit of funding 
available for centers that include classes for the senior population. 
 
Dennis would like to compile the list again with the additions to the list.  Trip reminded everyone to look at this 
as a community program, not just a recreation center.  We also need to make sure we have enough storage 
facilities.   
 
Item #4 Discussion on members Locations List 

 
Dennis went over the locations of a recreation center that were suggested.  The City owns 13 acres between the 
dog pound and golf course.  The advantage of this location is the City owns the land but with only 13 acres 
available, it limits the size of the building. 
 
There is also a vacant lot on the southwest corner of Falls and Washington, behind the surgery center.  This is 
private property and Dennis doesn’t know who owns it.  There is approximately 11 acres and is close to CSI, St. 
Lukes and the high school. 
 
Some other areas that were suggested included:  northeast corner of Falls & Eastland, Lazy J property or CSI 
property, attaching to existing schools, YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, Pool, etc. and downtown areas that aren’t 
being utilized. 
 
The committee discussed some other options that might be available.  These included:  St. Edwards property 
south of Falls between Fillmore and Harrison, property north of Addison Avenue on the east and west of 
Carriage Lane, Urban Renewal property, old Norco building (Jayco) and 83 acres south of town on Washington 
St that the city owns. 
 
Jeff Blick commented that we need to look at the cost vs. return on an investment and that we need to get the 
land as cheap as possible.  Scot also mentioned that if the City owns property, we need to look at those areas 
first.  The downtown area is struggling and he feels we need to look at building there. 
 
Gretchen asked what the committee’s opinion was on how far they are willing to travel to use a recreation 
center.  Some are already traveling to Jerome to use their facilities and feel that people are willing to travel as 
far as they need to.  Others feel that having a center easily accessible for kids to be able to get to if parents can’t 
drive them to the facility would be best. 
 
Dennis would like to work with Jeff on a cost analysis on the different locations that the City owns and those 
that the City doesn’t own.  They will develop a map of potential locations and the cost comparisons and will 
hopefully e-mail it out to the committee before the next meeting.   
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Dennis went over the programming ideas that were suggested.  These included:  including as much of the 
community as possible, working with the Jerome Rec District personnel, taking advantage of Twin Falls 
geographic location, creating a facility that has large economic benefit, allowing for large tournament hosting, 
allow for expansion, the facility should not just be a “warehouse” but provide a unique experience, have 
environmental and educational aspects to open up more funding opportunities and provide senior activities. 
 
 Item #5 Discussion on Members Funding List 
 
Dennis went over the funding ideas that were suggested.  Partnership is the key.  Building a recreation center 
will be too expensive for the City to do on its own.  The best chance for building and operating a center will be 
to find a private partner.  We could also work together with public/non-profit partners (CSI, St. Lukes, School 
District, Boys & Girls Club, YMCA, Salvation Army, etc).   
 
Grants are available but most of what Dennis has seen would cover the cost of the building. Susan also 
mentioned that if we can incorporate nutrition and wellness into the center, you can get a lot of grant funding.  
Stacy commented that you need to be invited to write most of these grants that offer large amounts of money so 
that could be an obstacle. 
 
There are many different options for funding but the committee needs to get all of the information on what we 
want in a district/center, costs, etc. before we start reaching out to different groups asking for their help. 
 
Scot McNeley suggested breaking into smaller groups to research more so we can move forward quickly.  Sub-
committees will be formed to research more in depth on the Recreation district, Programming/facility and 
locations.  Dennis will send an e-mail out to the committee defining what each sub-committee is and members 
will choose which one they would like to serve on. 
 
Item #6 Other Items from Committee 

 
Nothing was discussed 
 
Item #7 Next Meeting – Tuesday June 21

st
 

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:24pm.  

 

The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be June 21
st
, 2011 at 11:30am 

at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3
rd

 Avenue East. 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Recreation Center Committee 

Minutes 

              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              June 21, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 

Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:53 am.   

Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Nicki Kroese and Chris Scholes  
    
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Scot McNeley, Ed Patterson, Susan 

Baisch and Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig, Greg Lanting and Will Kezele 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer and Mitch Humble 
 
Staff Absent:  Stacy McClintock, Travis Rothweiler and Gretchen Scott 
 
Guests:  Renea Kelley, Bill Knopp and Polly Hulsey 
 

 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of May 17th Minutes 
 
The members of the committee approved the minutes of the May 17th, 2011 meeting.  
 
Item #3 Report on Recreation District Sub-committee 
 
Dennis explained that at the last meeting we formed three sub-committees.  He had asked for volunteers to 
serve on the recreation district sub-committee and a chairman for the committee but he didn’t have anyone 
volunteer to serve as chairman.  He will get in contact with the members to find someone to serve as chair. 
 
Item #4 Report on Programming Ideas/Facility Sub-Committee 
 



 2 

Dennis informed the committee that Scot McNeley volunteered to serve on this sub-committee and he has been 
busy at work and hasn’t had a chance to get this committee going.  If anyone is interested in serving on this 
committee, please let Dennis or Scot know. 
 
Item #5 Report on Location Sub-Committee 
 
Dennis and Jeff Blick have been working on this sub-committee.  Dennis was able to get a map of what 
locations are City properties and showed the committee these locations on the overhead.  Bill Knopp asked what 
the minimum acreage would be for the recreation center.  Dennis explained that it will vary depending on what 
amenities we offer with a recreation center.  He thinks that a minimum of 8-10 acres would be adequate if there 
were no additional amenities but 20-30 acres would be more of a decent size to accommodate the extra 
amenities needed for a recreation center.  Dennis and Jeff have a meeting scheduled for July 7th to start working 
on the different locations that could be used for a recreation center. 
 
Mitch Humble mentioned that maybe the work on the location committee might be a little pre-mature.  He feels 
we need to identify what we want in a center before finding the location.  Mitch showed the committee what 
areas are Urban Renewal lands and City owned land in the downtown area on the overhead.  The committee 
discussed the options of locations in the downtown area and it was determined that there wasn’t a lot of space to 
be able to build what is needed in a recreation center.  It would definitely bring more people downtown but 
there wouldn’t be a lot of room to expand when needed. 
 
Polly Hulsey asked if the committee is still looking at a partnership with Kimberly.  She mentioned there is a 
possible donation of land on Kimberly Road that could be used for a recreation district.  She hasn’t investigated 
the offer further because she isn’t quite sure what this committee is looking for.  She will research this further 
and bring the details back to the committee.   
 
After a lengthy discussion, it was determined that working in sub-committees might not work the best for this 
group.  It will be best to work together as a group to move things forward. 
 
Item #6 Other Items from Committee 
 
Ryan asked if we can have Mark Rivers attend a meeting or call in for a meeting since he is familiar with the 
private/public partnerships and can give the committee some insight on that.   
 
It was suggested to possibly have a survey on the City’s website asking citizens what they would like to have in 
a recreation center. 
 
Item #7 Next Meeting – Tuesday July 19th 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:06 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be July 19th, 2011 at 11:30am 
at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              July 19, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Nicki Kroese, Scot McNeley and  
 Susan Baisch 
    
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Ed Patterson, Chris Scholes and 

Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Greg Lanting 
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Mitch Humble, Stacy McClintock and Gretchen Scott 
 
Staff Absent:  Travis Rothweiler 
 
Guests:  Renea Kelley, Bill Knopp and Polly Hulsey 
 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:45 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of June 21st Minutes 
 
The members of the committee approved the minutes of the June 21st, 2011 meeting.  
 
Item #3 Discussion on Amenities in the Recreation Center 
 
Chris Clark developed a design of a recreation center and showed the committee the design on the overhead.  
The whole complex would be located on approximately 38 acres with approximately 400,000 square feet of 
indoor facilities.  The proposed design would include baseball/softball fields, tennis courts, aquatic area, indoor 
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soccer, ice hockey/skating rink, racquetball courts and a main indoor facility.  The parking lot area would be an 
adequate size for the complex.  This is just a proposed design and amenities can be changed around, deleted or 
added.  
 
The committee voted on their top ten amenities they would like to see in an indoor facility.   
 
The top ten amenities voted on were as follows: 

 Basketball/volleyball courts (16 votes) 
 Multi-purpose rooms (16 votes) 
 Walking/Jogging Track (14 votes) 
 Concession area (12 votes) 
 Batting cages and climbing wall (11 votes) 
 Aquatic center (9 votes) 
 Racquetball courts (9 votes) 
 Babysitting area (9 votes) 
 Meeting/community rooms (8 votes) 
 Indoor soccer fields (8 votes) 

 
The committee discussed the top ten amenities voted on.  The main discussion was on the aquatic area.  Many 
believe that since the City already has a pool, it would not be a priority to build another one.  It was discussed to 
have a spray ground area that would be similar to a splash park.  This would attract many people and be 
something unique in the area.  An aquatics center will be the most expensive amenity to maintain but it will also 
generate revenue.  Greg mentioned that he doesn’t see the Council having much support for another pool.  Nicki 
would like to know what economic impact the swimming tournaments bring to the City.  Stacy will gather that 
information for the next meeting. 
 
The discussion also included being open to adding in more amenities in the future to allow expansion instead of 
eliminating the items that weren’t included in the top ten amenities voted on.  These included having a weight 
room, office spaces for rent, kitchen area, indoor tennis courts and an indoor play area.   
 
Dennis and Chris Clark will get together and discuss a design layout of the indoor facility.  He will e-mail a list 
of amenities for an outdoor facility to committee members to review before the next meeting.   
 
Item #4 Discussion on Potential Partnerships 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #6 Next Meeting – Tuesday August 16th  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be August 16th, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
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Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 



 1

     
 

 
              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              August 16, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Susan Baisch, Chris Scholes and Alan  
 Stutzman  
    
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Jeff Blick, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Nicki Kroese, Carl Legg, Scot 

McNeley and Ed Patterson 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Greg Lanting 
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock, Travis Rothweiler and Gretchen Scott 
 
Staff Absent:  Mitch Humble 
 
Guests:  Bill Knopp 
 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:53 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of July 21st Minutes 
 
The members of the committee approved the minutes of the July 21st, 2011 meeting.  
 
Item #3 Discussion on Outdoor Amenities at the Recreation Center 
 
Dennis discussed baseball/softball fields for an outdoor amenity for a recreation center.  At the start of the 
baseball/softball season, there are no fields available to practice but once the season is over, fields are always 
available.  Staff doesn’t see a need for more baseball fields with a recreation center because of the fields we 



 2

already have.  Chris Scholes mentioned looking at multi-purpose fields for baseball, football, soccer, etc.  If our 
area has more green space, then we have the opportunity to bring more people from the community to use it and 
we need to look at what will benefit the entire community and not just our individual wants.  Dennis mentioned 
that there is a point where you can over-use these fields causing more wear and tear on them. 
 
Trip commented that this committee was started to create a recreation center and asked if we should look at 
what amenities we want in the center itself before looking at the outdoor amenities. 
 
Gretchen suggested possibly putting together a survey for community members to see what they would like to 
see in a recreation center. 
 
Alan mentioned that the Twin Falls facilities are behind the times based on what other communities have for 
team sports facilities. Other communities would come to Twin Falls for tournaments, etc because of our 
geographic location. It will also bring a lot of economic impact. It doesn’t necessarily mean that we have to 
build a new facility to bring people in.  We can update and improve the facilities we already have.  We just need 
to get the community excited and start campaigning to get this moving along. 
 
Chris Clark stated that we need to start selling an image of a recreation center to the community.  It will not 
only benefit the members using the facility but the whole community by the economic impact tournaments can 
bring to the city. 
 
After a lengthy discussion, it was decided that it is time to get a proposal together.  Chris Clark and Dennis will 
work together on putting together a proposal for an indoor facility.  Dennis would like the committee to e-mail 
him their thoughts and ideas on the outdoor amenities they would like to see in a center. 
 
Chris Scholes mentioned putting together a proposal on what you want for an indoor and outdoor facility and go 
for both.  He said don’t let not having an outdoor space get in the way of building an indoor facility. 
 
Item #4 Discussion on Potential Partnerships 
 
Dennis would like the committee to e-mail their thoughts and ideas to him on potential partnerships. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #6 Next Meeting – Tuesday September 20th   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:03 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be September 20th, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              September 28, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Nicki Kroese, Chris Scholes and Alan  
 Stutzman  
    
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Jeff Blick, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Scot McNeley, Ed 

Patterson and Susan Baisch 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Greg Lanting 
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock, Mitch Humble and Gretchen Scott 
 
Guests:  Renea Kelley and Corinne Starley 
 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:57 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of August 16th Minutes 
 
The members of the committee approved the minutes of the August 16th, 2011 meeting.  
 
Item #3 Discussion on Indoor Amenities at the Recreation Center and Size of Facility 
 
Dennis showed the committee a rough draft layout of an indoor facility on the overhead.  Chris Clark and 
Dennis met and this layout was designed based on the City’s needs.  It’s apparent that a large, elaborate 
recreation center isn’t feasible with City funding.  A recreation center of that size would need to be privately 
funded.   
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One of the questions that Dennis asked the committee was if an aquatics center is needed in an indoor facility.  
The committee agreed that an aquatics center is not needed in an indoor facility since we already have a year 
round pool along with a pool at the YMCA. 
 
There were two locations that the committee discussed building the proposed indoor facility.  One is the Latham 
car lot property located along 2nd Avenue South and the other is on Maxwell Avenue near the Parks and 
Recreation building.  If the Latham property is used, a building can be built on the one side of 2nd Avenue South 
with parking on the other side.  This may cause a problem with traffic and crossing the street but it is more 
accessible than the Maxwell Avenue property.   
 
Chris Scholes mentioned that if we build along Rock Creek Canyon, that area can’t be duplicated and he feels 
the economic development will rise.  If something is built in the area like a recreation center, it can bring more 
businesses to this area and the downtown area needs that.  Another plus is that the City already owns that land 
and Mitch Humble commented that if we want to accomplish a project like this, it is much easier to do on 
property the City already owns.  One of the drawbacks to this location is the accessibility.  There is a road that 
circles around back to Shoshone Street that can be made one way to make it more accessible.   
 
Some of the committee members made some suggestions on the proposed layout of the building.  Greg 
suggested squaring off the proposed building layout to add additional space that will be needed.  This included 
storage and restrooms.  It was also suggested to not spend extra money for showers.  Kirk mentioned that this is 
an extra cost to maintain and they don’t get used.  Nicki also mentioned that the Salvation Army is closing 
down their showers due to safety reasons.  Another suggestion was to add a second story above the 
offices/restrooms/storage to the facility for additional offices and storage.   
 
The committee also discussed how to fund this project.  Realistically, a two year tax levy or a bond will be the 
best solutions for funding by tax dollars.  Chris Clark asked what the timeline would be to vote on a bond if this 
project was to move forward.  Mitch stated that it would most likely be next November at the earliest. 
 
After discussing the different locations and details of the building, the committee decided the best location 
choice would be on Maxwell Avenue.  The next step will be getting a cost of the proposed layout so the 
committee can start looking at funding options to be able to present to Council along with the plan of the 
recreation center. 
 
Item #4 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #5 Next Meeting – Tuesday October 18th 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be October 18, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Amended Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              September 28, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Nicki Kroese, Chris Scholes and Alan  
 Stutzman  
    
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Jeff Blick, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Scot McNeley, Ed 

Patterson and Susan Baisch 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig and Greg Lanting 
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock, Mitch Humble and Gretchen Scott 
 
Guests:  Renea Kelley and Corinne Starley 
 
Trip Craig called the meeting to order at 11:57 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of August 16th Minutes 
 
The members of the committee approved the minutes of the August 16th, 2011 meeting.  
 
Item #3 Discussion on Indoor Amenities at the Recreation Center and Size of Facility 
 
Dennis showed the committee a rough draft layout of an indoor facility on the overhead.  Chris Clark and 
Dennis met and this layout was designed based on the City’s needs.  It’s apparent that a large, elaborate 
recreation center isn’t feasible with City funding.  A recreation center of that size would need to be privately 
funded.   
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One of the questions that Dennis asked the committee was if an aquatics center is needed in an indoor facility.  
The committee agreed that an aquatics center is not needed in an indoor facility since we already have a year 
round pool along with a pool at the YMCA. 
 
There were two locations that the committee discussed building the proposed indoor facility.  One is the Latham 
car lot property located along 2nd Avenue South and the other is on Maxwell Avenue near the Parks and 
Recreation building.  If the Latham property is used, a building can be built on the one side of 2nd Avenue South 
with parking on the other side.  This may cause a problem with traffic and crossing the street but it is more 
accessible than the Maxwell Avenue property.   
 
Chris Scholes mentioned that if we build along Rock Creek Canyon, that area can’t be duplicated and he feels 
the economic development will rise.  If something is built in the area like a recreation center, it can bring more 
businesses to this area and the downtown area needs that.  Another plus is that the City already owns that land 
and Mitch Humble commented that if we want to accomplish a project like this, it is much easier to do on 
property the City already owns.  One of the drawbacks to this location is the accessibility.  There is a road that 
circles around back to Shoshone Street that can be made one way to make it more accessible.   
 
Some of the committee members made some suggestions on the proposed layout of the building.  Greg 
suggested squaring off the proposed building layout to add additional space that will be needed.  This included 
storage and restrooms.  It was also suggested to not spend extra money for showers.  Kirk mentioned that this is 
an extra cost to maintain and they don’t get used. Another suggestion was to add a second story above the 
offices/restrooms/storage to the facility for additional offices and storage.   
 
The committee also discussed how to fund this project.  Realistically, a two year tax levy or a bond will be the 
best solutions for funding by tax dollars.  Chris Clark asked what the timeline would be to vote on a bond if this 
project was to move forward.  Mitch stated that it would most likely be next November at the earliest. 
 
After discussing the different locations and details of the building, the committee decided the best location 
choice would be on Maxwell Avenue.  The next step will be getting a cost of the proposed layout so the 
committee can start looking at funding options to be able to present to Council along with the plan of the 
recreation center. 
 
Item #4 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #5 Next Meeting – Tuesday October 18th 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be October 18, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              October 18, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Nicki Kroese, Scot McNeley and 

Chris Scholes  
   
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Carl Legg, Ed Patterson, Susan Baisch and 

Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Present: Trip Craig  
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele and Greg Lanting 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock, Mitch Humble and Gretchen Scott 
 
Guests:  Melinda Anderson, City of Twin Falls Economic Development Director  
 
Dennis called the meeting to order at 11:32 am.   
 
Melinda Anderson, City of Twin Falls Economic Development Director, presented to the committee the land 
Urban Renewal owns on Maxwell Avenue.  The Urban Renewal Agency purchased the property on Maxwell 
Avenue quite a few years ago.  Melinda feels the Urban Renewal Board would be interested in partnering with 
the City for a recreation center.  A level one (1) and two (2) environmental assessment was done on the property 
and some environmental contamination was found.  She suggested using the contaminated land as a parking lot 
for the center.   
 
Trip asked Melinda if a block grant could be done for this type of project.  Melinda explained that it does apply 
for this type of project but they only allow the grant to be filed once a year with a deadline of November 16th.  
There is quite a bit of work that will go into the grant process before it is accepted. 
 
Ryan would like to get Mark Rivers input on the economic impact the downtown area would have if the 
recreation center is built. 
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 



 2

 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of September 28th Minutes 
 
Nicki Kroese made an amendment to the September 28th meeting minutes to delete the sentence, “Nicki also 
mentioned that the Salvation Army is closing down their showers due to safety reasons”; second page, fourth 
paragraph.  She stated that Salvation Army’s nationwide are closing showers because of the liability because of 
child molestation cases.  In Twin Falls, the Salvation Army keeps a close eye on their showers and are keeping 
their showers open.   
 
The committee approved the minutes with the amendment of the September 28th minutes. 
 
Item #3 Revisit Showers in Locker Rooms 
 
Since the last meeting, Dennis has had members of the committee that wasn’t present at the meeting and some 
Council members voice their concerns over not having showers in the facility.  If people in the community want 
to use the facility before work or during their lunch hour, they will want showers to be available. 
 
Kirk mentioned his comment at the last meeting of not having showers is from the school’s stand point because 
kids don’t shower but if adults are going to be using the facility, he agrees that showers are needed.  Stacy 
suggested having shower rooms that are separate from the locker rooms.  Chris Clark also suggested adding 
another five feet onto the front of the building so there is extra shower space in the restrooms. 
 
Dennis feels 4-6 showers should be enough and stated that we will need to look at state code for how many 
restrooms and showers are required in gymnasiums.  The committee agreed that the facility should include 
showers. 
 
Scot asked if an elevator would be required because of the walking track on the second floor.  Mitch said he will 
have to look into the specifics of what is required.  Scot also feels that a weight/cardio room needs to be added.  
There is a large amount of the community that won’t benefit from this center if we don’t offer these kinds of 
amenities.  He thinks a bond is the only way we are going to get this center built and if we don’t offer what the 
community wants, we won’t get their vote.  Mitch commented that it really isn’t up to the voters at this point; 
we have to present it to Council first.  Ryan feels we need to get input from the community on what they want 
in a facility.  Kirk mentioned that we need to think about being able to expand in the future as well. 
 
Dennis also mentioned that we are going to need to look at revenue sources.  He feels Council will question 
where the revenue will come from to help fund the building and the maintenance and operation costs.  Dennis 
asked Trip if the Council will seek more input from the community or if this committee is representing the 
community.  Trip feels that once we have what we want in a center narrowed down, we should present that plan 
to the community for input.  Scot feels it definitely needs to be presented to the community, preferably after it 
has gone to Council with their approval. 
 
Trip feels we need to get a cost estimate of what exactly the taxpayers will have to pay if we go ahead with a 
bond to fund this project.  Staff can get some numbers on what the maintenance and operations will cost.  Chris 
Clark can also draw up a 3-D design of the center and work with Dennis.  
 
The committee will discuss partnerships at the next meeting. 
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Item #4 Review of Cost Estimates of Facility 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #6 Next Meeting – Tuesday November 15th 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be November 15th, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              November 15, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Susan Baisch, Jeff Blick, Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Scot McNeley and 

Chris Scholes  
   
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Nicki Kroese, Carl Legg, Ed Patterson and 

Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Present: Greg Lanting  
 
Council Absent: Will Kezele and Trip Craig 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer, Stacy McClintock and Mitch Humble 
 
Staff Absent:  Gretchen Scott 
 
Guests:  Carlene Herring 
 
Dennis called the meeting to order at 11:47 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Members of the committee introduced themselves. 
 
Item #2 Approval of October 18th Minutes 
 
The committee approved the minutes with the amendment of the October 18th minutes. 
 
Item #3 Review of Cost Estimates of Facility 
 
Chris Clark reviewed the cost estimates of the proposed facility with the Committee.  The cost of the facility 
would be approximately $5 million dollars. The cost can fluctuate 10-20% with any construction project.  Mitch 
Humble did some research if an elevator was needed in the facility.  He said that if we have an elevated walking 
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track above the gym area, an elevator would be required.  If we are going to need an elevator, Mitch suggested 
making a second floor for office space. 
 
Dennis went over the site plan on the overhead.  The building can fit on the proposed site area on Maxwell 
Avenue but there isn’t hardly any room to expand in the future.  Kirk Brower mentioned that expansion in the 
future has been discussed in previous meetings and felt everyone agreed that we needed to be able to add on 
when needed. 
 
Item #4 Review of Design of Facility 
 
Chris Clark showed the committee a three dimensional design of the facility on the overhead.  He stressed that 
this is only a rough draft of the facility and things can be changed as needed.  Susan asked how wide the 
walking track would be and if it was wide enough, she suggested adding some benches along the track for 
seniors to be able to sit.   
 
Carlene Herring, a citizen of Twin Falls, asked the committee what their big vision of this recreation center is.  
Dennis explained that this center is designed for the needs of the community.  There is a possibility of a larger 
center with more amenities being built with private funds in the future.  Because of the proposed site being on 
City property, this committee is proposing this facility be presented to Council for public funding or a bond 
vote.  Once this is presented to Council, it will need to be determined if we need a partnership or if this facility 
will be maintained with City dollars.  One of the concerns that staff and Council has is competing with other 
facilities in the area like Gold’s Gym and the YMCA if we offer the same amenities in a facility.   
 
Scot feels we need to think outside the box and not confine ourselves to a small piece of property where we 
can’t expand.  He would love to see a recreation center in the downtown area but feels this design doesn’t have 
the feel of a community recreation center.  We need more property to have a large community center and feels 
the Council will ask what kind of revenue this facility will generate.  Based on the proposed facility, not much 
revenue can be generated.  He also mentioned that the majority of the community will want to be able to use 
this facility if it goes to a bond vote and if we don’t have the amenities people want, it won’t pass. 
 
Carlene asked the committee if they have gotten any public input of what is wanted in a center.  She mentioned 
that other communities have done survey’s to see where the need is.  No survey has been done at this time.  
Dennis said the City solicited certain entities to serve on the committee (Boys & Girls Club, School District, 
College of Southern Idaho, St. Lukes, Salvation Army, and the YMCA), requested letters of interest from 
community members (after interviews, selected four members of the public), three members from the Parks & 
Recreation Commission, three Council representatives and City staff. 
 
Chris Scholes asked Greg Lanting if it would be a good idea to present both proposals to Council.  Greg feels 
that bringing both proposals to the Council would be a good idea to get a feel of what their ideas are in a 
recreation center. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #6 Next Meeting – Tuesday December 20th  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 pm.  
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The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be December 20th, 2011 at 
11:30am at the City Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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              Minutes 
              Recreation Center Committee 
              City of Twin Falls, Idaho 
              December 20, 2011 
              City Council Chambers 

                                                305 3rd Ave E – Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 
Committee Members 
Joel Bate Kirk Brower Gary Ettenger Ryan Horsley Carl Legg Ed Patterson Chris Scholes 
Jeff Blick Chris Clark Sam Fowler Nicki Kroese Scot McNeley Susan Baisch Alan Stutzman 
 
Council Members, Ex-Officio 
Trip Craig     Will Kezele          Mitch Humble     Gretchen Scott 
Greg Lanting  Travis Rothweiler   Dennis Bowyer   Stacy McClintock 
 
Members Present: Kirk Brower, Chris Clark, Ryan Horsley, Chris Scholes and Alan Stutzman  
   
Members Absent: Joel Bate, Jeff Blick, Gary Ettenger, Sam Fowler, Nicki Kroese, Carl Legg, Scot 

McNeley, Ed Patterson and Susan Baisch 
 
Council Present: None  
 
Council Absent: Trip Craig, Will Kezele and Greg Lanting 
 
Staff Present:  Dennis Bowyer and Stacy McClintock  
 
Staff Absent:  Mitch Humble and Gretchen Scott 
 
 
Dennis called the meeting to order at 11:52 am.   
 
Item #1 Welcome and Introductions 
 
Introductions were made 
 
Item #2 Approval of November 15th Minutes 
 
The committee approved the minutes of the November 15th, 2011 minutes. 
 
Item #3 Review of Maintenance & Operation Costs 
 
Stacy went over the maintenance and operation costs from the Nampa Recreation Center and the Jerome 
Recreation District.  Nampa’s recreation center generates approximately $2.9 million dollars in revenue with 
annual passes generating the most revenue.  The operations costs are as follows:  Salaries, $1.46 million; 
Benefits, $434,000; Day to day operations, $688,000; Capital Improvements, $125,000; Transfers, $270,000.  
The City of Nampa only subsidizes a few things for the Nampa recreation center, one of them being the IT 
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Department.  Stacy also mentioned that they are looking to expand their facility.  They do have some room to 
build onto the building but the community would like to see satellite sites in different parts of the area where the 
Nampa recreation center would control. 
 
The Jerome Recreation District’s revenue mainly comes from memberships which was $154,000 and $17,000 in 
fundraising.  The total maintenance and operations costs in 2011 were $216,677.   
 
Stacy is still waiting for the Ray Kroc Recreation Center in Coeur d’Alene to get back with her on their 
numbers. 
 
Item #4 Review of Design of Facility 
 
After the last meeting, Dennis felt the consensus was to present two different facility plans to City Council; one 
large facility with all the amenities the community would want to see in a facility and one smaller facility with 
the amenities that are needed at this time.  He asked Chris Clark if he would like to meet to design a large 
facility of approximately 120,000-140,000 sq feet to present to Council.  Chris Clark commented that he feels 
we need to stick with one design and move forward. 
 
Chris Scholes agreed that we need to present our design to City Council now and request additional direction 
from the Council on the size of the center; our current size or the large size.  A recreation center is a positive 
thing for our community and it will get used once it’s built but getting the support to get it built is the problem. 
 
The Committee agreed to present the proposed design to City Council to see if they want the committee to 
proceed with that size and design or go forward with a larger size with more amenities in the center. 
 
Dennis and members of the committee will make a presentation to City Council sometime in January and the 
Committee will set a date to meet after the presentation is made. 
 
Item #5 Other Items from Committee 
 
Nothing was discussed. 
 
Item #6 Next Meeting – Tuesday January 17th  
 
The date for the next meeting will be announced after a presentation is made to City Council. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:49 pm.  
 
The next meeting of the Recreation Center Committee will be TBD at 11:30am at the City 
Council Chambers located at 305 3rd Avenue East. 
 
 
 
 
 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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