
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Suzanne Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory Don  Ruth 
Hawkins Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Hall  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose: By: 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for August 2 - 8, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the August 1, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve the Amazing Grace Back to School Annual Family Picnic 

2016 to be held on Sunday, August 21, 2016, in the City Park.   
4. Request to approve the 36th Annual Falls Brand Door Slammer Softball 

Tournament and Picnic to be held on August 27, 2016, at the City Park. 
5. Request to approve the Fill the Boot Muscular Dystrophy Association Summer 

Camp Fundraiser to be held on Friday, August 12, 2016, at the intersection of 
Addison Avenue East and Locust Street.   

6. Request to rename Sun Dance Way, as platted in Sunterra Subdivision No. 4, to 
Silver Birch Way.  

7. Request to approve the 2nd Annual Summer Showdown Car Show to be held on 
Saturday, August 13, 2016,  at the City Park. 

 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 
Action 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
Ron Fustos 
 
Justin Dimond 
 
Ron Fustos 
 
 
Troy Vitek 
 
Justin Dimond 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Request to review and approve term options for the PSI contract for a 10-year 

period.  
2. Request to approve the purchase of a truck to haul sludge from the wastewater 

treatment plant.  
3. Request to present the bid tabulation for the 2016 Sewer Jet Truck and 

recommend rejecting all bids and re-bid the project.  
4. Update on the Backflow Program and discussion on potable water irrigation 

hours.   
5. Presentation of a draft sidewalk replacement program and application. 
6. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 for 

Strategic Plan Focus Areas 4 (Accessible Community) and 5 (Environmental 
Community) and followed by citizen input. 

7. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Update/ 
Discussion 
Presentation 
Presentation/ 
Citizen Input 
 
 

 
Bill Baxter 
 
Jacqueline Fields 
 
Jon Caton 
 
Jon Caton 
 
Jon Caton 
Mitchel Humble 
 
 

III.  ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
  

 
V.   ADJOURNMENT:  EXECUTIVE SESSION 74-206(1)(f) To communicate with legal counsel for 

the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending 
litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated. The 
mere presence of legal counsel at an executive session does not satisfy this requirement. 

  

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact 
Leila Sanchez at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información 
en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208)735-7287. 

AMENDED AGENDA  
5:00 p.m. 

Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council  
Monday, August 8, 2016, City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 

 



 

 

Public Input Procedures 

1. Individuals wishing to provide public input regarding matters relevant to the City of Twin Falls shall  
a. wait to be recognized by the mayor 
b. approach the microphone/podium 
c. state their name and address, and whether they are a resident or property owner in the 

City of Twin Falls, and 
d. proceed with their input. 

2. The Mayor may limit input to no less than two (2) minutes. Individuals are not permitted to give 
their time to other speakers. 

Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing 
procedures. 

2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the 
Mayor, approach the microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their 
comments.  Following their statements, they shall write their name and address on the record 
sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make an audio recording of the Public 
Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the 
application/request (request).  No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the 
publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The presentation should include the following: 

• A complete explanation and description of the request. 
• Why the request is being made. 
• Location of the Property. 
• Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 
72 hours prior to the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
• The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the 
request.  The Mayor may limit public testimony to no less than two (2) minutes per person. 

• Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under 
consideration, may select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must 
be received at least 72 hours prior to the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The 
spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

• Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the 
public on the overhead projector. 

• Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to 
Public Testimony. 

6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City 
Council, as recognized by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone 
who has testified.  The Mayor may again establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  
Deliberations and decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the 
Public Hearing.  Once the Public Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or 
public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 
 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to 
comply with such prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the 
room by order of the Mayor. 



COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Suzanne Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory Don  Ruth 
Hawkins Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Hall  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose: By: 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for July 26 – August 1, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the Monday, July 25, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve a liquor license transfer of ownership for Mi Tierra 

Mexican Restaurant, 164 Main Avenue North, Twin Falls, Idaho.  
4. Request to approve the “Magic Valley Beer Fest 5K Run/Walk” 

scheduled to be held on Saturday, August 6, 2016.   
5. Request to rename Pioneer Street, as platted in Hometowne 

Subdivision, to Homestead Street.   
6. Request to approve the Final Plat for Canyon Village Subdivision No. 2 

PUD, consisting of 29 residential/professional lots and 13.60 acres (±) 
located on the south side of Pole Line Road East and west side of 
Eastland Drive North.      

 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
 
Ron Fustos 
 
Troy Vitek 
 
Rene’e V. Carraway-
Johnson 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Swearing in ceremony for seven new Twin Falls Police Department 

Officers:  Braxton Christensen, Daniel Clifford, Candace Comeau, Joseph 
Kellogg, Tyler Kraft, Dzevad Mandzic and Shauna Peterson.  Mayor 
Shawn Barigar to administer the Oath of Office. 
 

2. Update on the status of Airport projects. 
 

3. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 
for Strategic Plan Focus Area 6 (Prosperous Community) followed by 
citizen input. 
 

4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Presentation/
Action 
 
 
 
Update 
 
Presentation/ 
Citizen Input 

 
Craig Kingsbury/ 
Shawn Barigar 
 
 
 
Bill Carberry 
 
Jake Losinski/ 
Travis Rothweiler 
 

III.  ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

V.   ADJOURNMENT:  EXECUTIVE SESSION 74-206(1)(f) To communicate with 
legal counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and 
legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated 
but imminently likely to be litigated. The mere presence of legal counsel at 
an executive session does not satisfy this requirement. 

  

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact 
Leila Sanchez at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información 
en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208)735-7287. 
 

 

MINUTES 
5:00 p.m. 

Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council  
Monday, August 1, 2016, City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 

 



Present:   Shawn Barigar, Suzanne Hawkins, Nikki Boyd, Chris Talkington, Greg Lanting, 
Don Hall, Ruth Pierce 

Absent: None 
   
Staff Present:    City Manager Travis Rothweiler, City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich, Deputy City 

Manager Mitchel Humble, Deputy City Manager Brian Pike, Airport Manager 
Bill Carberry, City Manager Intern Jake Losinski, Deputy City Clerk Sharon 
Bryan 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
 
Mayor Barigar called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  He then invited all present, who wished, 
to recite the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM  
 
A quorum is present. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
City Manager Rothweiler said the Executive Session has been cancelled. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS:   None 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 
Terry Edwards, Jerome, Idaho why limit of time. Concerned that people are not 
able to address their concerns in three minutes and that citizens cannot make 
meeting at 5:00 PM. 
Mayor Barigar explained. 
Vice Mayor Hawkins said that there is a time for general public input at the 
beginning and end of each City Council meeting. 
Mayor Barigar welcomed Boy Scouts from Troop 103and had them to introduce 
themselves. 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for July 26 – August 1, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the Monday, July 25, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve a liquor license transfer of ownership for Mi Tierra Mexican 

Restaurant, 164 Main Avenue North, Twin Falls, Idaho.  
4. Request to approve the “Magic Valley Beer Fest 5K Run/Walk” scheduled to be held on 

Saturday, August 6, 2016.   
5. Request to rename Pioneer Street, as platted in Hometowne Subdivision, to Homestead 

Street.   
6. Request to approve the Final Plat for Canyon Village Subdivision No. 2 PUD, consisting 

of 29 residential/professional lots and 13.60 acres (±) located on the south side of Pole 
Line Road East and west side of Eastland Drive North.      

  
Councilmember Talkington asked that the July 25, 2016 City Council 
minute motion regarding - discontinue the service of hanging banners over 
Shoshone Street, effective October 4, 2016 be amended to include City 
Staff research and provide options for hanging banners to City Council. 
 



MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Lanting moved to approve the Consent Calendar as amended.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Pierce.  Roll call vote showed all members 
present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Swearing in ceremony for seven new Twin Falls Police Department Officers:  Braxton 

Christensen, Daniel Clifford, Candace Comeau, Joseph Kellogg, Tyler Kraft, Dzevad 
Mandzic and Shauna Peterson.  Mayor Shawn Barigar to administer the Oath of Office. 
 
Police Chief Kingsbury invited everyone to National Night Out at the City Park on 
August 2, 2016 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM 
 
Police Chief Kingsbury introduced Offices Braxton Christensen, Daniel Clifford, 
Candace Comeau, Joseph Kellogg, Tyler Kraft, Dzevad Mandzic and Shauna Peterson. 
 
Mayor Barigar administered the Oath of Office. 

2. Update on the status of Airport projects. 
 
Airport Manager Carberry gave an update on the status of Airport projects. 

  
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 

Timeline for completion of the Federal Express Building. 
Reason for access road gravel rather than paved. 
Federal Express is a good anchor for future businesses. 
Storm water retention area will be seeded with native grass this fall. 
Concerns with drone activity.   
FAA is coming out with new regulations for flying of drones. 

 
3. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 for Strategic Plan 

Focus Area 6 (Prosperous Community) followed by citizen input. 
 

City Manager Rothweiler and City Manager Intern Losinski gave a presentation on the 
Budget for FY 2017 for strategic Plan Focus Area 6 Prosperous Community. 

 
 City Council discussion ensued on the following: 

5% sewer increase does not require a public hearing. 
Sewer increase will be for industrial users also. 
All sewer flows will be included in the 5% increase. 
Do not want to restructure to hurt the pretreatment of sewage done by industrial 
and commercial users. 
Off set cost are all related to the expansion of the treatment plant. 
Kimberly aware of the increase. 
Concern with homeowner values going down.  
It is a seller’s market – when does it show up on the tax rolls. 
Victim Witness Coordinator position. 
Cityworks for the airport and other departments. 
New platted subdivision are digital data. 
Do we have all the financial information from the assessor’s office? 

 
Mayor and City Council gave their appreciation to City Manager Intern Jake Losinski. 

  
 Public Input – None 



 
 City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
  When will the Victim Witness position be filled. 
  Canyon Rim Road project. 
  Need for public discussion on filling Don Hall’s seat. 
 

4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 
 
Vice Mayor Hawkins announced that the City Band will be at the Art Center on Tuesday, 
August 2, 2016 and then the following week will be playing on Thursday, August 11, 
2016 at City Park.  This will be the last concert for the summer. 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 

Federation Way completion 
Frontier Road and Falls Avenue road repairs. 

 
City Manager Rothweiler reminded City Council that tomorrow is National Night Out at 
City Park from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
City Manager Rothweiler gave an update on the banner alternatives.  

 
III.  ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 

V.   ADJOURNMENT:   
  
 EXECUTIVE SESSION 74-206(1)(f) To communicate with legal counsel for the public 

agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or 
controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated. The mere presence 
of legal counsel at an executive session does not satisfy this requirement.  CANCELLED. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Sharon Bryan, Deputy City Clerk 
  
 











 
 

Consent Request: 
Consideration of a request to rename Sun Dance Way, as platted in Sunterra Subdivision No. 4, to Silver 
Birch Way. 
 

Time Estimate: 
The staff presentation will take approximately 2 minutes. 

Background: 
Sun Dance Way was platted as roadway right-of-way in Sunterra Subdivision No. 4. After Sunterra 
Subdivision No. 4 was recorded, it was discovered that there is a street located in Morning Sun Subdivision 
No. 3 & 6 with a very similar name (Sundance Dr.). With emergency services in mind, and to prevent 
confusion on emergency calls, City staff would like to change the street name to Silver Birch Way.  

Approval Process: 

 City Code Section 8-1-3 states: The names of streets and avenues as given and shown on the map of the 
City adopted by the City Council on February 25, 1957, and on file in the office of the City Clerk, or as may 
hereafter be renamed by said Council, are hereby declared to be the names of the same. Names of all streets 
and avenues hereafter dedicated shall be approved by the City Council. (1958 Code, ch. IV, art. 1).   

Budget Impact: 
The Council’s approval of this request will not impact the City budget.  

Regulatory Impact: 
None.  

Conclusion: 
Staff recommends that the Council approve the request to rename Sun Dance Way to Silver Birch Way. 

Attachments: 
1. Plat maps. 
 

Date:  August 8, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Troy Vitek, P.E., Assistant City Engineer 
 























































n:\cityshared\meetings\2016\08-08-2016\ii.2.request for sludge truck.doc 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Request: 
 

Consideration of a request to approve the purchase of a truck to haul sludge from the wastewater treatment 
plant. 

Time Estimate: 
 

The staff presentation will take approximately 5 minutes. 

Background: 

 
CH2MHill delivers a proposal for capital expenditures during the budget process. This year, CH2MHill 
requested consideration of sludge hauling truck. They are interested in purchasing a new truck and will 
then transfer the dump bed from the old truck (#3). Number 3 is a 1994 International. It is aging and staff is 
becoming concerned about its ability to continue to haul sludge from the digesters out the canyon. The 
decision was made to defer the purchase in favor of securing needed capital items elsewhere in the fund. 
However, it appears that there will be funding available in this year’s budget if the City Council supports this 
procurement.  

Approval Process: 

 
This capital expenditure can be added to this fiscal year with a simple majority vote of the Council. 

Budget Impact: 
 
The estimate for the new truck is $125,000.  

Conclusion: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council accept the request to purchase the equipment, estimated at 
$125,000. 

Date: Monday, August 15, 2016, City Council Meeting 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:   Jacqueline Fields, City Engineer 



 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Request:   
 
Staff would like to present the bid tabulation for the 2016 Sewer Jet Truck and recommend rejecting all bids 
and re-bid the project. 
 
Time Estimate:   
 
The presentation will take approximately 10 minutes plus time for Council Q & A.  
 
Background:  
 
The Wastewater Collection Department formally bid the 2016 Truck Mounted Sewer Jet in July 2016.  
Three bids were submitted and publicly opened on July 21st. 
  
Utility Truck Equipment (Boise, ID)   $208,235.00;  
Dawson Infrastructure Solutions (Brighton, CO)  $179,953.00; 
Metroquip (Meridian, ID)    $170,430.29.   
 
Metroquip was the apparent low bidder but they submitted an irregular bid. The required specification for 
the tank material could’ve been written more clearly and may have created a misunderstanding for at least 
two of the bidders, it is Staff’s recommendation, along with the City Attorney, to re-bid the project. 
 
Approval Process:   
 
Bid rejection requires Council Approval. 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
This is a budgeted expenditure, WWC 162-58-10-470-75: $235,000. 
 
Regulatory Impact:  NA 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Staff recommends that council reject all bids and re-bid. 
 
Attachments:  
 
None 

Date:  August 8, 2016 City Council Meeting 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:   Jon Caton, P.E., Public Works Director 



 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Request:   
 
Staff would like to provide an update to Council on the Backflow Program and also a discussion on Potable 
Water Irrigation Hours. 
 
Time Estimate:   
 
The presentation will take approximately 15 minutes plus time for Council Q & A.  
 
Background:  
 
BACKFLOW: For the past 2 years, the City has been pro-actively advertising and educating citizens on the 
importance of a backflow/cross connection control program.  This summer the City expanded its 
enforcement of the backflow program to include not only commercial users, but residential users as well.  
Approximately 4,000 letters have been sent out this summer as a reminder for homeowners to get the 
annual test for their backflow devices.  During this time, we have accepted hundreds of phone calls from 
customers with questions, so we created a “frequently asked questions” reference that has been posted to 
our website.  The single most challenging element for the program is the availability of local testers.  
Licensed backflow testers are so backlogged with work, it is likely than many homeowners will not be able 
to get their device tested this year.  The city has been in close contact with DEQ this summer and kept 
them aware of this situation. 
 
IRRIGATION:  Staff would like to discuss a recent question regarding irrigation hours.  The City Code 
requires potable water users to irrigate only between 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Recently, a citizen was 
cited with a warning for irrigating outside of these hours.  As a result, the citizen asked a good question 
about the intent of the watering hours.  “If water conservation is the driving force behind the allowable 
irrigation hours, and it doesn’t begin to get hot until noon and 5:00 p.m. is the hottest part of the day, the 
irrigation hours don’t make sense.  Why are these the potable watering hours?” 
 
Approval Process:  None 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
This is ongoing operations and maintenance labor cost and is a budgeted expenditure. 
 
Regulatory Impact: 
 
The backflow program is a state and federal requirement that the city enforces. 
 
Conclusion:  NA 

Date:  August 8, 2016 City Council Meeting 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Jon Caton, P.E., Public Works Director 



 
Attachments:  
 
See attached “Frequently Asked Questions”. 



CITY OF TWIN FALLS BACKFLOW PREVENTION PROGRAM FAQ’S

 Why was this testing program started?

A backflow testing program requirement has been in place for many years and is a DEQ 

requirement for public water systems.  DEQ recently required the City of Twin Falls to begin the 

process of tracking all backflow protection devices.  The City Council adopted this requirement 

March 2014 to begin this program.

 Are we the only city in Idaho enforcing backflow regulations?

No, this is a statewide requirement.  Larger cities such as Nampa and Meridian have been 

doing this for years along with United Water in Boise.   Smaller cities have been slowly brought 

into compliance by DEQ.

 Can’t my home or business be “grandfathered” in?

There is no grandfathering of this requirement.  This is a health and safety issue and all 

connections requiring a backflow preventer need to have one installed.  

 What is backflow?

Backflow is the undesirable reversal of water flow in a drinking water system due to changes in 

pressure, such as high pressure on the customer side or low pressure in the City’s water 

system.  When the reversed flow of water passes through a cross connection, liquids, gases, 

non-potable water, and other substances from any source enter the City’s water system.  

 What is cross connection?

A cross connection is an actual or potential connection between a public water system line and

any other line, which contains water or fluids of a questionable or unknown source or quality.

 What is a backflow devise?

A backflow device can be many different types of mechanical protection to keep dangerous

chemicals from entering the city water system. The most common is a double check valve

which is commonly used on irrigation systems. Depending on the situation there are other

devices that provide greater protection. The type of device required is mandated by DEQ based

upon the water connection and the danger presented.

 Why is a backflow preventer needed?

A backflow preventer is intended to prevent non-potable water with contaminants from

inadvertently entering the city’s water system. Every year there are water system contamination

cases caused by missing or non-operative backflow devices that sicken or kill people.



 Why do we need to test annually?

Backflow devices do not have an infinite life and are mechanical devices with working internal 

pieces.  A piece of debris or calcification of water can cause the device to stop working.   An 

annual test brings any deficiencies to light   The City of Twin Falls has had backflow devices on 

parks and pressure irrigation systems for many years and has had to replace them periodically. 

 What happens if I don’t comply?

Because this program is mandated by DEQ, the City of Twin Falls has set its goal at 100% 

compliance.  We will continue to pursue communication with you to foster a sound 

understanding of this important health and safety requirement.

 Who does the test?

Anyone who is a certified backflow tester can test your device.  Many landscape companies will 

have certified testers on staff.   We encourage you to call a number of testers to determine who 

will conduct your test for the best price.

Additional information:

Additional information is available at many websites including www.backflow.com and the 

American Backflow Prevention Association at www.abpa.org.

Important Backflow Assembly Survey - Please Complete and Return to Twin Falls Water Dept.

Name on account :       First                                                      Last

Physical Address:    

Account Number (if known)                                                      email

  SYSTEM INFORMATION  

Permanent Lawn Irrigation Yes No

Fire Sprinkler System Yes No

Boiler Yes No

Hot Tub/Spa dirctly piped to  
water supply Yes No

Alternate Water Source (well,  
pond, etc.) Yes No

Other Eqipment Connections  
(soda machine, refrigeration) Yes No

Please return this information to City of Twin Falls Water Dept.

119 South Park Ave W, Twin Falls, Idaho  83301                                                                           

 Questions?  Call Water Dept, 208-736-2275 Info:  www.tfid.org/depts/water/backflow

http://www.backflow.com
http://www.abpa.org
http://www.tfid.org/depts/water/backflow


 

 
 
 
Request:   
 
Presentation of a draft sidewalk replacement program and application. 
 
Time Estimate:   
 
The presentation will take approximately 10 minutes plus time for Council Q & A.  
 
Background:  
 
Property owners are responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalks along the roadway adjacent to their properties.  
However, sometimes that maintenance can be costly.  There is a public benefit to having well maintained sidewalks.  
In addition, providing accessible sidewalks has been a high priority for residents and the City Council.  Therefore, staff 
has included $50,000 for a sidewalk replacement program in the proposed FY 2017 budget. 
 
The intent of this program is for the City to help incentivize property owners to maintain their sidewalks by participating 
in the cost of that maintenance.  Staff has researched other jurisdictions that have similar programs.  We have prepared 
the attached draft application for the program.  The application includes proposed procedures for the implementation 
of the program.  We would like to discuss this proposal with the Council and get feedback before finalizing the program.  
We will go over the program details during the presentation, and we look forward to the discussion and input from the 
Council. 
 
Approval Process: 
 
We are not requesting approval at this time. 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
Tonight’s presentation is simply a discussion, so there is no budget impact. 
 
Regulatory Impact: 
 
Tonight’s presentation is simply a discussion, so there is no regulatory impact. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Staff recommends that the Council review the draft of the sidewalk replacement program and provide feedback and 
direction to staff. 
 
Attachments:  
 
Draft “Sidewalk Repair Grant Application” 

Date:  August 8, 2016 City Council Meeting 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From:   Jon Caton, P.E., Public Works Director 



City of Twin Falls www.tfid.org  

 

SIDEWALK REPAIR GRANT APPLICATION 
 
 

 

  

http://www.tfid.org/


City of Twin Falls www.tfid.org  

Program Background 
 

The City of Twin Falls recognizes that the maintenance and repair of sidewalks within the city is 
necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of residents and visitors. City Code places sole 
responsibility for sidewalk maintenance and repair upon adjacent property owners. 

This program was developed in recognition of the accompanying financial burden this policy places 
upon homeowners. 

 
 

Grant Eligibility 
 

1. Applications will only be accepted for residential single-family homes. 
2. Homeowners may only apply for one grant for one property in a calendar year. 
3. Applications must be received and approved by the City before the work begins. Retroactive 

applications will not be accepted. 
4. Grant funds can cover the cost of sidewalk removal/repair and if needed, the 

removal/replacement of Right-of Way (ROW) trees (trees within the City Right-of-Way).  
Grant funds may only be used for the removal and replacement of Right-of-Way Trees when 
necessary to repair/replace existing sidewalks in the public ROW.  A ROW Tree Permit is 
required in advance of the removal of a ROW tree.  Prior to removal, the City Arborist must 
approve the removal and approve the proposed replacement tree. 

Use of Funds 
 

1. Grant funds may only be used for removal and replacement of Right-of-Way Trees or for 
repairing/replacing existing sidewalks in the public ROW that are in need of repair or do not 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA. 

2. Homeowners are responsible for obtaining and complying with the conditions of City permits 
for jobs requiring sidewalk replacement or removal of ROW trees. 

3. In order to access grant funds, homeowners must obtain at least two competitive bids 
for jobs that require a permit. The maximum grant reimbursement will be 50% of the lowest 
bid or 50% of the actual invoiced amount, whichever is less, regardless of who the homeowner 
chooses for the work, subject to a cap of $1,500. 

4. For jobs where no permits are required, such as grinding or leveling, the maximum grant 
reimbursement will be 50% of the invoiced cost, subject to a cap of $750. 

http://www.tfid.org/


City of Twin Falls www.tfid.org  

5. All grant awards and reimbursements will be made on a first-come, first-served basis, 
subject to the availability of funds in the approved City budget. Once the budgeted amount 
has been expended, no further reimbursements will be made. 

6. The lack of sufficient funds to cover the number of applications received by the City in 
any given year will not excuse the homeowner from the responsibility of maintaining the 
adjoining sidewalk in a safe condition nor create any liability to the City for any unsafe 
sidewalks. 

 
 

Procedures 
 

Step 1. Homeowner submits application form with two competitive bids before the work is 
begun. Completed applications may be scanned and emailed to: sidewalkgrant@tfid.org, hand 
delivered to the Engineering Department at 324 Hansen Ave. E. or mailed to the Engineering 
Department, City of Twin Falls, PO Box 1907, Twin Falls, ID 83303, Twin Falls.  Applications must 
be signed by the owner of the subject property and have copies of bids attached. Incomplete 
applications shall be rejected. 

Step 2. City confirms grant eligibility and approves application. Upon verification that the 
sidewalk is in need of repair or replacement, the Sidewalk Repair Grant Application will be 
approved, subject to available funds, and the homeowner will be notified to proceed. The work 
must then begin within 30 days and be completed within 90 days. 

Step 3. Homeowner hires contractor, obtains permits, calls for inspections and completes work. 
A Right-of Way (ROW) permit is required prior to the removal and replacement of concrete within 
the public right-of-way and can be obtained for $10 from the Engineering Department located at 
324 Hansen Ave. E., 208-735-7248.  A ROW Tree permit is required prior to the removal and 
replacement of street trees in the public right-of-way and can be obtained at no cost from the 
Parks and Recreation Department located at 136 Maxwell Ave., 208-736-2265. 

Step 4. Homeowner pays contractor & submits Reimbursement Request with final invoice. 
After the work has been completed, inspected and approved by the City of Twin Falls, the 
homeowner may submit a reimbursement request with the final invoice from the contractor to 
the Engineering Department located at 324 Hansen Ave. E. or by mail to Engineering Department, 
City of Twin Falls, PO Box 1907, Twin Falls, ID 83303. 

Step 5. City approves reimbursement request and mails check to homeowner. Upon approval 
by the City, the grant funds will be disbursed in the amount of 50% of the invoice or 50% of the 
lowest bid, whichever is less, for jobs requiring a permit subject to a maximum of $1,500, or 
50% of the invoice amount subject to a maximum of $750 for grinding or leveling. 

Questions? 
 

Contact Engineering Department 208-735-7248 

http://www.tfid.org/
mailto:sidewalkgrant@tfid.org
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SIDEWALK REPAIR GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FORM 

 
Owner Applicant Name:    

 

Mailing Address:    
 

Phone Numbers:    
 

Email address:    
 

Project location address:    
 

Size of Project (square feet): Estimated Cost:    
 

Project description:    
 
 

 

 
 

 

Attach Copies of Bids: 

  _$   
 

  _$    
 

  _$     
Certification: 

 
By signing this application, I certify that, 1) I am the legal owner of the property where the proposed 
sidewalk repair project will take place, 2) that all the information on this application and 
accompanying material is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. If awarded a grant, I agree 
to comply with all the rules and conditions set forth in the application packet and on the permit 
forms. 

 
Signature:    Date:    

 
Applications may be scanned and emailed to: sidewalkgrant@tfid.org; or by mail to 
Engineering Department, City of Twin Falls, PO Box 1907, Twin Falls, ID 83303. 

http://www.tfid.org/


 
 

 
Request 

A presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 for Strategic Plan Focus Areas 4 
(Accessible Community) and 5 (Environmental Community) and followed by citizen input. 
 

Time Estimate 
The estimated amount of time this item will take is 20 minutes plus time to answer questions. 
 

Background 
On July 11, 2016, we presented the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017).  The 
budget for the upcoming year reflects our ongoing commitment to prudent fiscal management in delivering services 
that enhance the quality of life of Twin Falls’ citizens and meeting the expressed needs of our community.  It 
addresses the need to protect the long-term future of the community, public safety, public infrastructure, and to 
deliver sustainable government services that aligns with the demands of today, while ensuring the ability to respond 
to growth.  While this budget covers only fiscal year 2017, it continues to define a path that will move Twin Falls into 
the future as a safe city with a solid infrastructure and an ongoing commitment to improving quality of life.  The 
recommended budget funds current and enhanced service levels to meet the Twin Falls City Council’s priorities for 
service delivery, with modest increases in city-supplied utilities.  
 
The recommended budget has been formulated with a philosophy of: 

• Providing high-quality governmental services consistent with citizen expectations 
• Constantly seeking opportunities to improve service delivery or increase efficiency through technology, 

partnerships, or improved processes 
• Careful stewardship of city resources, emphasizing affordability and sustainability 
• Valuing our employees 

 
The Recommended Budget is directly linked to the City of Twin Falls’ 2030 Strategic Plan, which provides a series of 
pathways that will allow the City to realize its mission and the newly established 2030 vision.  The budget maintains 
service levels designed to protect our citizen’s health, safety, and welfare.  It funds projects and initiatives designed 
to enhance our citizen’s quality of life.  It continues our reputation for being a strong, fiscally-sound municipal 
government. 
 
Over the course of the next few weeks, members of the City’s team will present and illustrate how the FY 2017 
Budget will help the City realize the goals and, ultimately, the Vision we have for our community.  This week, we will 
be focusing on Focus Areas 4 (Accessible Community) and 5 (Environmental Community). 
 
Budget Overview 
The budget is balanced, in accordance with the state law and Government Finance Officers’ Association (GFOA) 
best practices.  The City of Twin Falls has historically focused on the “net budget” (the total budget, as presented 
above, less fund transfers).  The total net budget for FY 2017 is $60,633,693, which is $132,255, or 0.22%, less than 
the total net budget of $60,765,948 for the current fiscal year. 
 
A total of $1,644,133 of “cash reserves” is being used to complete several critical, one-time capital intensive projects.  
The total amount of cash reserves allocated in the tax supported funds is $769,530, specifically for the following: 

Date:  Monday, August 8, 2016 
 
To: Mayor and City Council 
  
From: Mitchel Humble, Deputy City Manager 



 $79,530 in the General Fund cash reserves for E911 operational improvements 
 $60,000 in the Library Fund for major roof repairs 
 $280,000 in the CI Fund for a transfer (loan) to the Impact Fee Fund for trails 
 $350,000 to Pool Fund for a new pool bubble 

 
The total amount of cash reserves allocated in the Enterprise Funds is $874,603, specifically for the following: 

 $400,000 in the Impact Fee Fund for trail project 
 $290,425 in the Airport Construction Fund (PFC account) for terminal upgrades   
 $53,500 in the Shop Fund for capital projects 
 $130,678 in the Seizures and Restitution Fund for specified operational and capital acquisitions  

 
The use of cash reserves assists in the completion of critical capital projects and allows the FY 2017 Recommended 
Budget to remain stable and sustainable.  The use of cash reserves in the Enterprise-Type Funds allows us to 
continue to offer comprehensive, quality local government services at competitive tax rates and “lower-than-market” 
user fees. 
  
This Recommended Budget provides funding for one new full-time position, considered to be essential for 
maintaining the level of services provided to the public, and increased operational costs and funding to address 
capital needs that are viewed to be critical to accomplishing stated strategic planning objectives.  There are a few 
noteworthy recommended changes proposed in the City Manager’s FY 2017 Recommended Budget.  Those 
changes are the following: 
 

• Total personnel cost will increase from $23,656,094 to $25,032,428, an increase of $1,376,334, or 5.81%.  
The FY 2017 Recommended Budget provides for a performance-based adjustment of 5.0% for all 
employees and a 5% adjustment to the City’s compensation table.  These improvements are designed to 
maintain the competitiveness of the City’s compensation model. 
 

• Overall operating costs are projected to increase from $16,105,200 to $16,253,986, and increase of 
$148,786, or 0.92%. 

  
• Total funding for capital improvements and acquisitions are scheduled to decrease from $14,713,636 to 

$13,064,431, a decrease of $1,649,205, or 11.21%.  This decrease does not include any work associated 
with the City’s $38 million waste water treatment plant and collection system that will continue into FY 2017, 
or funding for the new City Hall and Public Safety Complex, estimated to cost $9.5 million.   

 
Taxable Value of Twin Falls and the Tax Rate 
The Twin Falls County Assessor’s Office provided a preliminary total taxable value for the City of Twin Falls on July 
27th, 2016 of $2,235,231,225. Taking this into account, the FY 2017 tax rate is factored as being $8.16 per $1,000 tax 
value. 
 
There are many factors that influence the City’s total taxable value.  Some of the larger factors are: an increase in the 
base value from reappraisals performed by the Twin Falls County Assessor’s Office, growth from new construction 
and an increase the maximum amount allowance of the State’s homeowner’s exemption.    
 
Cities in Idaho have control over their annual expenditures in all funds and the rates they assess in the enterprise, or 
business-like, funds. Statutorily under Idaho Code, cities and counties are permitted to collect 3% of the highest non-
exempt property tax budget of the immediate prior 3 years.  The FY 2017 Recommend Budget requests the statutory 
allowed increases in property tax revenue and does not require the use of the City’s foregone balance of $2,149,220.    
 
Public Input and Transparency 
The City of Twin Falls strives to communicate, operate, function, and conduct the business of the people in an open 
and transparent manner.  Equally, we recognize the value and importance of honoring and upholding our fiduciary 
duties and responsibilities.  Because openness and transparency are part of our organizational culture and values, 



we have taken several steps designed to afford our citizens and stakeholders several opportunities to actively 
participate and contribute to the budgeting process. 
 
The City of Twin Falls has taken additional steps designed to illustrate our commitment to effective community 
involvement in the annual budget process.  The Council provided an opportunity for our citizens and stakeholders to 
communicate their thoughts about specific programs, strategic initiatives and priorities for the upcoming fiscal year 
prior to the more customary, internal staff conversations. 
 
A summary presentation of the proposed budget has been placed on the City’s website.  On August 15, 2016, the 
City Council will adopt the preliminary budget for FY 2017, with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled to 
occur on August 29, 2016. 
 
Connection to the City’s 2030 Strategic Plan 
The City views its planning and operations in a strategic manner.  Our fiscal, operational, and organizational 
strategies are governed and directed by the City’s 2030 Strategic Plan.  The Strategic Plan has a series of vision 
statements, that when viewed collectively, will allow us to create and maintain an accessible, healthy, learning, 
environmental, responsible, prosperous, and secure community with a strong internal organization designed to be 
able meet the needs of our citizens, businesses and visitors.  The Strategic Plan is divided into eight, equally 
important focus areas: a Healthy Community, a Learning Community, a Secure Community, an Accessible 
Community, an Environmental Community, a Prosperous Community, a Responsible Community, and recognition of 
the importance of the Internal Organization.  For each focus area, there is a description of the vision for that topic in 
the year 2030.  Tonight’s discussion will center on Focus Areas 4 (Accessible Community) and 5 (Environmental 
Community) 
 
Focus Area 4 – Accessible Community 
Through effective planning and timely investment, the Twin Falls area has kept pace with the mobility requirements of 
an expanding and changing population. An integrated and balanced system of transportation modes including 
bicycles and pedestrians, as well as a modern public transportation system supports the traditional street and 
highway vehicle users. A commitment to high levels of maintenance of these systems ensure the long‐term integrity 
of the public investments made and maximizes the convenience of those dependent upon the proper functioning of 
these systems. Effective coordination with a wide array of partners has ensured that regional transportation facilities 
such as state highways, the interstate system and Magic Valley Regional Airport continue to provide an improving 
level of convenient access to the area for residents, visitors and commercial interests. 
 
There are many departments that impact the accessibility of our community.  Some of those departments are 
Engineering, Planning & Zoning, Building Inspections, Parks & Recreation, Streets, and the Airport.  This year’s 
proposed budget includes funding for continued operations of these departments.  The budget request does not 
include any new employees for this focus area, but does include one position upgrade in the Planning & Zoning 
Department to change one of the department’s three planners into a senior planner.  This change will allow for a 
planner to focus on more complicated and long term planning functions, as well as create a more defined career 
ladder to enhance retention for our talented planners.  This budget also includes funding for several capital projects 
that will help meet the strategic planning goals of this focus area.  Some of those projects include: 
 

• Specific improvements for ADA compliance ($55,000) 
• Sidewalk replacement program ($50,000) 
• Eastland Drive South reconstruction from Wright to Osterloh ($500,000) 
• Eastland Drive reconstruction from Julie to Falls ($427,000) 
• Street lights along Cheney Dr. from North College to Washington ($300,000) 
• ARFF vehicle for airport ($800,000) 
• Taxiway reconstruction at airport ($2,750,000) 

 
 
 



Focus Area 5 – Environmental Community 
Twin Falls exists in an unparalleled natural setting that provides recreational opportunities, solace and inspiration for 
residents and visitors alike. An on‐going commitment to maintaining the natural heritage acknowledges the 
significance placed upon this aspect of community life by Twin Falls residents. The business community also 
recognizes the commitment to our natural setting and proximity to outdoor activities sustains and expands the 
region’s economic vitality. The community’s commitment to maintaining clean water and clean air continues to set 
Twin Falls apart from other communities. 
 
The Engineering, Planning & Zoning, Parks & Recreation, Water, and Waste Water departments all help further the 
goals within this focus area.  This year’s proposed budget includes funding for continued operations of these 
departments.  The budget request does not include any new employees for this focus area, but does include $5,000 
for a tree enhancement program as a capital expense with environmental community impacts. 
 
How much more will City Services Cost? 
In addition to understanding the levels of services and the amount of improvements programmed in the budget, it is 
also important that we recognize the impact this proposal has on our citizens and taxpaying shareholders.   
 
The table below illustrates the impact the City Manager’s Recommended Budget will have on the taxpayers residing 
or doing business in Twin Falls.  That impact, for the owner occupied median valued home will be $15.52 per year.  
The table below also illustrates the impact of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget on utility rate payers.  For 
the average customer, the Recommended Budget has a total impact of $1.81 per month, or $21.72 per year. 
 

 FY 2016 
Adopted Budget 

FY 2017 
Recommended Budget 

  
Difference  

Property Tax $7.86 per $1,000 tax 
value 

$8.16 per $1,000 tax 
value 

$0.30 per $1,000 tax 
value 

Median Valued Home (Owner 
Occupied) $144,000 in FY 2016  

  
$566.52 
annual 

  
$582.04 
annual 

  
$15.52 
annual 

Utility Bills       
Average Residential Customer       
Consumption of:       
Water - 18,000 gallons (includes 
arsenic fee) 

$48.75 $48.94 $0.19 

Sewer - 8,000 gallons $24.73 $25.97 $1.24 
Sanitation & Recycling $16.52 $16.90 $0.38 

Monthly Rate of Utility Bills $90.00 $91.81 $1.81 
Total Monthly Rate (Property 

Tax and Utility Bills) $137.21 140.31 3.10 

    
 

Approval 
This is a presentation only, no approval is requested at this time. 

Budget Impact: 
There are no budgetary or financial impacts from the conversation. 
 

Regulatory Impact: 
There is no regulatory impact. 
 

Attachments:  None 
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