
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Suzanne Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory Don  Ruth 
Hawkins Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Hall  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose: By: 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for July 26 – August 1, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the Monday, July 25, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve a liquor license transfer of ownership for Mi Tierra 

Mexican Restaurant, 164 Main Avenue North, Twin Falls, Idaho.  
4. Request to approve the “Magic Valley Beer Fest 5K Run/Walk” 

scheduled to be held on Saturday, August 6, 2016.   
5. Request to rename Pioneer Street, as platted in Hometowne 

Subdivision, to Homestead Street.   
6. Request to approve the Final Plat for Canyon Village Subdivision No. 2 

PUD, consisting of 29 residential/professional lots and 13.60 acres (±) 
located on the south side of Pole Line Road East and west side of 
Eastland Drive North.      

 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
 
Ron Fustos 
 
Troy Vitek 
 
Rene’e V. Carraway-
Johnson 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Swearing in ceremony for seven new Twin Falls Police Department 

Officers:  Braxton Christensen, Daniel Clifford, Candace Comeau, Joseph 
Kellogg, Tyler Kraft, Dzevad Mandzic and Shauna Peterson.  Mayor 
Shawn Barigar to administer the Oath of Office. 
 

2. Update on the status of Airport projects. 
 

3. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 
for Strategic Plan Focus Area 6 (Prosperous Community) followed by 
citizen input. 
 

4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Presentation/
Action 
 
 
 
Update 
 
Presentation/ 
Citizen Input 

 
Craig Kingsbury/ 
Shawn Barigar 
 
 
 
Bill Carberry 
 
Jake Losinski/ 
Travis Rothweiler 
 

III.  ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

V.   ADJOURNMENT:  EXECUTIVE SESSION 74-206(1)(f) To communicate with 
legal counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and 
legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated 
but imminently likely to be litigated. The mere presence of legal counsel at 
an executive session does not satisfy this requirement. 

  

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact 
Leila Sanchez at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información 
en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208)735-7287. 
 

 

AGENDA 
5:00 p.m. 

Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council  
Monday, August 1, 2016, City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 

 



Public Input Procedures 

1. Individuals wishing to provide public input regarding matters relevant to the City of Twin Falls shall  
a. wait to be recognized by the mayor 
b. approach the microphone/podium 
c. state their name and address, and whether they are a resident or property owner in the 

City of Twin Falls, and 
d. proceed with their input. 

2. The Mayor may limit input to no less than two (2) minutes. Individuals are not permitted to give 
their time to other speakers. 

Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing 
procedures. 

2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the 
Mayor, approach the microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their 
comments.  Following their statements, they shall write their name and address on the record 
sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make an audio recording of the Public 
Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the 
application/request (request).  No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the 
publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The presentation should include the following: 

• A complete explanation and description of the request. 
• Why the request is being made. 
• Location of the Property. 
• Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 
72 hours prior to the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
• The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the 
request.  The Mayor may limit public testimony to no less than two (2) minutes per person. 

• Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under 
consideration, may select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must 
be received at least 72 hours prior to the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The 
spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

• Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the 
public on the overhead projector. 

• Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to 
Public Testimony. 

6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City 
Council, as recognized by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone 
who has testified.  The Mayor may again establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  
Deliberations and decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the 
Public Hearing.  Once the Public Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or 
public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 
 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to 
comply with such prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the 
room by order of the Mayor. 



COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Suzanne Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory Don  Ruth 
Hawkins Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Hall  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose: By: 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for July 19-25, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the Monday, July 18, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve a Clif Bar Baking Company Benefit event to be held 

at Elevation 486 located at 195 River Vista Place, on August 5, 2016. 
4. Request to approve the 6th Annual Parktacular event to be held at the 

Twin Falls City Park on Sunday, August 7, 2016. 
5. Request to approve the 6th Annual Kermes event, also known as the 

Hispanic Food Festival, to be held at the Twin Falls City Park on August 
14, 2016. 

6. Request to rename Sun Dance Way, as platted in Sunterra Subdivision 
No. 4 to Sunterra Way. 
 

 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
Justin Diamond 
 
Justin Diamond 
 
Justin Diamond  
 
 
Troy Vitek 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Request by Starr Corporation, to present a proposed Guaranteed 

Maximum Price (GMP) for Select Bid Packages of the Public Safety 
Campus Project. 

2. Request to discontinue the service of hanging banners over Shoshone 
Street, effective October 4, 2016.   

3. Update on current City of Twin Falls projects. 
4. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 

for Strategic Plan Focus Areas 1-3 (Healthy, Learning and Safe 
Community) followed by citizen input. 

5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 
Update 
Presentation/ 
Public Input 

 
Brian Pike 
 
 
Kathy Markus 
 
Troy Vitek 
Travis Rothweiler 
 

III.  ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
1. Request for a Zoning District Change and Zoning Map Amendment for 

approximately 9 (+/-) acres from R-4 to R-4 ZDA to develop a Planned 4-
Plex Townhome development on property located at 2916 East 3600 
North.   

 
 
PH/Action 

 
 
Jonathan Spendlove 
Rex Harding/Riedesel 
Engineering, Inc. 

V.   ADJOURNMENT:   
 

  

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact 
Leila Sanchez at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información 
en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208)735-7287. 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
5:00 p.m. 

Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council  
Monday, July 25, 2016 -  City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
 
 

 



Present:   Suzanne Hawkins, Nikki Boyd, Chris Talkington, Greg Lanting, Ruth Pierce 
Absent: Shawn Barigar, Don Hall 
   
Staff Present:    City Manager Travis Rothweiler, City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich, Deputy City 

Manager Mitchel Humble, Deputy City Manager Brian Pike, Information 
Communication Technology Manager Kathy Markus, Assistant City Engineer 
Troy Vitek, Deputy City Clerk Sharon Bryan 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
 
Vice Mayor Hawkins called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  She then asked all present, who 
wished, to recite the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM  
 
A quorum is present. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA – 
 
City Manager Rothweiler asked that Item #6 be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS:   None 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 
Jessie Stroup, Twin Falls asked if the downtown sidewalks could be fixed. 
Councilmember Talkington and City Manager Rothweiler explained that the 
downtown improvement project includes fixing the sidewalks. 
Julie Ruf, Hansen, Idaho, gave an update on the living quarters for the Fawnbrook 
Case victim.  
Councilmember Lanting expressed concerned with the Go Fund Me account. 
Julie Ruf, Hansen, Idaho said they have opened a bank account and will be 
directing funds to the bank account.  She went on to say that the money collected 
will be used for the purchase of a home. 

 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for July 19-25, 2016. 
2. Request to approve the Monday, July 18, 2016, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve a Clif Bar Baking Company Benefit event to be held at Elevation 486 

located at 195 River Vista Place, on August 5, 2016. 
4. Request to approve the 6th Annual Parktacular event to be held at the Twin Falls City 

Park on Sunday, August 7, 2016. 
5. Request to approve the 6th Annual Kermes event, also known as the Hispanic Food 

Festival, to be held at the Twin Falls City Park on August 14, 2016. 
6. Request to rename Sun Dance Way, as platted in Sunterra Subdivision No. 4 to Sunterra 

Way. REMOVED. 
 

MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Lanting moved to approve the Consent Calendar minus item #6.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Pierce.  Roll call vote showed all members 
present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 5 to 0 



  
II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

1. Request by Starr Corporation, to present a proposed Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) 
for Select Bid Packages of the Public Safety Campus Project. 
 
Deputy City Manager Pike reviewed the bid packages of the Public Safety Campus 
Project. 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
Funds are entirely separate from the City Hall and Rogerson building projects. 
Competitive bidding process. 
Final pricing not a high end figure. 
Covering only the scope of work as defined. 
 
City Manager Rothweiler said his intent is to continue to work with companies to bring in 
competitive bids. 
 

MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Talkington moved to approve the proposed Guaranteed Maximum Price 
for Select Bid Package in the amount of 1,709,226.00 for the Public Safety Campus 
Project.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lanting.  Roll call vote showed all 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 5 to 0 
 

2. Request to discontinue the service of hanging banners over Shoshone Street, effective 
October 4, 2016.   
 
Information Communication Technology Manager Markus reviewed the request. 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
Closing street when hanging and unhanging banners. 
Liability issues. 
Can banners be hung someplace else. 
Change city code to allow hanging banners across street. 
Notification of groups that have hanging banners. 
Less costly solution – hang banners at City Parks on light poles. 
Community does a good job for nonprofits. 
 

MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Talkington moved to approve the request to discontinue the service of 
hanging banners over Shoshone Street, effective October 4, 2016.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Lanting.  Roll call vote showed all members present voted 
in favor of the motion.  Approved 5 to 0 
 

3. Update on current City of Twin Falls projects. 
 

Assistant City Engineer Vitek gave and update on the following projects using visuals. 
• Eastland Drive South  
• Canyon Springs Grade Odor Reduction  
• Canyon Springs Grade Public Involvement Committee Update  
• Waste Water Treatment Plant Headwork’s Expansion  

 
Council discussion ensued on the following: 



• Time line for completion of Eastland Drive South 
• Concrete vs asphalt on Eastland Drive South 
• Eastland Drive South done in time for sugar beet harvest. 
• Drainage problems on section of Eastland Drive South 

 
4. Presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 for Strategic Plan 

Focus Areas 1-3 (Healthy, Learning and Safe Community) followed by citizen input. 
 

Deputy City Manager Pike gave a presentation on Budget for FY 2017 for Strategic Plan 
Focus Areas 1-3 (Healthy, Learning and Safe Community). 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
Water Operator figure includes benefit costs. 
Pool bubble life expectancy has expired.  Pool bubble is 17 years old. 
School Resource Officer program. 
Vehicle rotation for police vehicles. 
Net budget decrease could work favorably for homeowners. 
Home Owner exemption is going up. 
 
Public Input: None 

 
5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Councilmember Pierce would like an update on the intermountain Gas line project on 2nd 
Avenue East. 
City Manager Rothweiler said he would get an update and report to the City Council on 
Monday, August 1, 2016. 
Councilmember Talkington encouraged City Council to visit the Airport and see all the 
work that has been done out there. 
Councilmember Talkington said that the neighboring jewelry store told him that since 
City Hall has moved downtown foot traffic has increased and they have seen sales 
increase. 

 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
 

6:00 P.M. 
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
  

1. Request for a Zoning District Change and Zoning Map Amendment for approximately 9 
(+/-) acres from R-4 to R-4 ZDA to develop a planned 4-Plex Townhome development 
on property located at 2916 East 3600 North.   
 

Clint Boyle, Horrock Engineers, Idaho Falls, reviewed the 4-plex townhome 
development. 

City Council discussion ensued on the following: 

Concerned with an offsite property manager. 
Private park in the development. 
Development of 4-plex townhomes in other communities. 
Limit on units used as rentals. 
Road completion 
Bonding to complete the road. 



 
Rex Harding, Riedesel Engineering, Inc., reviewed the development. 

Planner I Spendlove gave staff report using visuals. 

 

Open Public Hearing 6:55 PM 

Rex Harding, Riedesel Engineering, Inc. reviewed Valencia Street 

Close Public Hearing 6:57 PM 

            City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
Concerns with Valencia Street completion. 
Community needs this type of development. 
Start on the south end a performance bond be issued to build Valencia Street.  
Start on North End of Valencia Street concerns. 
Cost of the townhouses. 
 

MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Talkington moved to approve a Zoning District Change and Zoning Map 
Amendment for approximately 9 (+/-) acres from R-4 to R-4 ZDA to develop a Planned 
4-Plex Townhome development on property located at 2916 East 3600 North with the 
following conditions: 

1. Subject to site plan amendments as determined by Building, Engineering, Fire and 
Zoning Officials to comply with applicable City Codes and Standards. 

2. Subject to the entirety of Valencia Street being constructed in the first phase; if 
construction begins on the North end Valencia shall connect to 3600 North 
(Valencia connector width to be determined by City Engineer); if construction 
starts on the south end, either full construction of Valencia is required, or they can 
bond for the future phases, with a completion deadline by the year 2022; both 
scenarios subject to engineering review of the plat. 

3. Subject to the perimeter fence being installed prior to Issuance of a building 
permit, for each phase of the project. 

4. Subject to a final plat being recorded prior to any development. 
5. Subject to conformance to the Zoning Development Agreement and the Valencia 

Park Master Development Plan as approved. 
6. Subject to an on-site or hired property manager. 

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lanting.   Roll call vote showed all 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 5 to 0 

 

V.  ADJOURNMENT:   
 
Meeting adjourned at: 7:20 PM 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sharon Bryan, Deputy City Clerk 
 













 
 

Consent Request: 
Consideration of a request to rename Pioneer Street, as platted in Hometowne Subdivision, to Homestead 
Street. 
 

Time Estimate: 
The staff presentation will take approximately 2 minutes. 

Background: 
Pioneer Street was platted as roadway right-of-way in Hometowne Subdivision. After Hometowne Subdivision 
was recorded, it was discovered that there is a street located in Canyon Trails Subdivision No. 3 with a very 
similar name (Pioneer Path). With emergency services in mind, and to prevent confusion on emergency calls, 
City staff recommends changing the street name to Homestead Street.  

Approval Process: 

 City Code Section 8-1-3 states: The names of streets and avenues as given and shown on the map of the 
City adopted by the City Council on February 25, 1957, and on file in the office of the City Clerk, or as may 
hereafter be renamed by said Council, are hereby declared to be the names of the same. Names of all streets 
and avenues hereafter dedicated shall be approved by the City Council. (1958 Code, ch. IV, art. 1).   

Budget Impact: 
The Council’s approval of this request will not impact the City budget.  

Regulatory Impact: 
None.  

Conclusion: 
Staff recommends that the Council approve the request to rename Pioneer Path to Homestead Street. 

Attachments: 
1. Plat maps. 
 

Date:  August 1, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Troy Vitek, P.E., Assistant City Engineer 
 



























































 
 

Request: 
An Update on the Status of Airport Projects 

Time Estimate: 
The staff presentation will take approximately 10 minutes.  Following the presentations, staff 
anticipates some time for questions and answers.  

Background: 

 I would like to update the Council on the FAA terminal construction project to include a status on 
the funding, budget, and construction progress.  I’d also like to give an update on the Fed Ex 
development project and a look forward to 2017 Projects. 

Budget Impact: 

There are no new impacts to the budget. 

Conclusion: 

No recommendations required. 

Attachments: 
None 

Date:  Monday, August 1, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Bill Carberry, Airport Manager 
 



 
 

 
Request 

A presentation of the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for FY 2017 for Strategic Plan Focus Area 6 
(Prosperous Community) followed by citizen input. 
 

Time Estimate 
The estimated amount of time this item will take is 20 minutes plus time to answer questions. 
 

Background 
On July 11, 2016, we presented the City Manager’s Recommended Budget for the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017).  The 
budget for the upcoming year reflects our ongoing commitment to prudent fiscal management in delivering services 
that enhance the quality of life of Twin Falls’ citizens and meeting the expressed needs of our community. It 
addresses the need to protect the long-term future of the community, public safety, public infrastructure, and to 
deliver sustainable government services that aligns with the demands of today, while ensuring the ability to respond 
to growth. While this budget covers only fiscal year 2017, it continues to define a path that will move Twin Falls into 
the future as a safe city with a solid infrastructure and an ongoing commitment to improving quality of life. The 
recommended budget funds current and enhanced service levels to meet the Twin Falls City Council’s priorities for 
service delivery, with modest increases in city-supplied utilities.  
 
The recommended budget has been formulated with a philosophy of: 

• Providing high-quality governmental services consistent with citizen expectations 
• Constantly seeking opportunities to improve service delivery or increase efficiency through technology, 

partnerships, or improved processes 
• Careful stewardship of city resources, emphasizing affordability and sustainability 
• Valuing our employees 

 
The Recommended Budget is directly linked to the City of Twin Falls’ 2030 Strategic Plan, which provides a series of 
pathways that will allow the City to realize its mission and the newly established 2030 vision.  The budget maintains 
service levels designed to protect our citizen’s health, safety, and welfare.  It funds projects and initiatives designed 
to enhance our citizen’s quality of life.  It continues our reputation for being a strong, fiscally-sound municipal 
government.   
 
Over the course of the nest few weeks, members of the City’s team will present and illustrate how the FY 2017 
Budget will help the City realize the goals and, ultimately, the Vision we have for our community.  This week, we will 
be focusing on Focus Area 6 (Prosperous Community).  
 
Budget Overview 
The budget is balanced and in accordance with the state law and Government Finance Officers’ Association (GFOA) 
best practices.  The City of Twin Falls has historically focused on the “net budget,” (the total budget, as presented 
above, less fund transfers).  The total net budget for FY 2017 is $60,633,693 or $132,255, or 0.22% less than the 
total net budget of $60,765,948 for the current fiscal year.    
 
A total of $1,644,133 of “cash reserves” is being used to complete several critical, one-time capital intensive projects.  
The total amount of cash reserves allocated in the tax supported funds is $769,530.  Specifically:  

Date:  Monday, August 1, 2017 
 
To: Mayor and City Council 
  
From: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager 
 Jake Losinski, City Manager Intern 
 



 $79,530 in the General Fund cash reserves for E911 operational improvements 
 $60,000 in the Library Fund for major roof repairs 
 $280,000 in the CI Fund for a transfer (loan) to the Impact Fee Fund for trails 
 $350,000 to Pool Fund for a new pool bubble 

 
The total amount of cash reserves allocated in the Enterprise Funds is $874,603.  Specifically: 

 $400,000 in the Impact Fee Fund for trail project 
 $290,425 in the Airport Construction Fund (PFC account) for terminal upgrades   
 $53,500 in the Shop Fund for capital projects 
 $130,678 in the Seizures and Restitution Fund for specified operational and capital acquisitions  

 
The use of cash reserves assists in the completion of critical capital projects and allows the FY 2017 Recommended 
Budget to remain stable and sustainable.  The use of cash reserves in the Enterprise-Type Funds allows us to 
continue to offer comprehensive, quality local government services at competitive tax rates and “lower-than-market” 
user fees.   
  
This Recommended Budget provides funding for one new full-time position considered to be essential for maintaining 
the level of services provided to the public and increased operational cost and funding to address for capital needs 
that are viewed to be critical to accomplishing stated strategic planning objectives.  There are a few noteworthy 
recommended changes proposed in the City Manager’s FY 2016 Recommended Budget.  Those changes are the 
following: 
 

• Total personnel cost will increase from $23,656,094 to $25,032,428, or by $1,376,334 (5.81%).  The FY 
2017 Recommended Budget provides for a performance-based adjustment of 5.0% for all employees and 
moves the City’s compensation table (5.0%).  These improvements are designed to maintain the 
competitiveness of the City’s compensation model.   
 

• Overall operating costs are projected to increase from $16,105,200 to $16,253,986 or by $148,786 (0.92%).   
  

• Total funding for capital improvements and acquisitions are scheduled to decrease from $14,713,636 to 
$13,064,431 or by $1,649,205 or 11.21%.  This does not include any work associated with the $38 million 
City’s waste water treatment plant and collection system that will continue into FY 2017, or funding for the 
new City Hall and Public Safety Complex, estimated to cost $9.5 million.   

 
Taxable Value of Twin Falls and the Tax Rate 
As of July 15, 2016, the City of Twin Falls has not received any information on the preliminary taxable market value 
from the Twin Falls County Assessor’ Office.  We believe we will be able to present the total taxable value 
information in early August.  Once we receive it, we receive the information we will update the estimated levy rate 
and potential tax implications to our citizens. 
 
The Twin Falls County Assessor’s Office gave a preliminary total taxable value for the City of Twin Falls on July 27th, 
2016 of $2,235,231,225. Taking this into account, the FY 2017 tax rate is factored as being $8.16 per $1,000 tax 
value. 
 
There are many factors that influence the City’s total taxable value.  Some of the larger factors are: an increase in the 
base value from reappraisals performed by the Twin Falls County Assessor’s Office, growth from new construction 
and an increase the maximum amount allowance of the State’s homeowner’s exemption.    
 
Cities in Idaho have control over their annual expenditures in all funds and the rates they assess in the enterprise, or 
business-like, funds. Statutorily under Idaho Code, cities and counties are permitted to collect 3% of the highest non-
exempt property tax budget of the immediate prior 3 years.  The FY 2017 Recommend Budget requests the statutory 
allowed increases in property tax revenue and does not require the use of the City’s foregone balance of $2,149,218.    
 



Public Input and Transparency 
The City of Twin Falls strives to communicate, operate, function, and conduct the business of the people in an open 
and transparent manner.  Equally, we recognize the value and importance of honoring and upholding our fiduciary 
duties and responsibilities.  Because openness and transparency are part of our organizational culture and values, 
we have taken several steps designed to afford our citizens and stakeholders several opportunities to actively 
participate and contribute to the budgeting process.   
 
The City of Twin Falls has taken additional steps designed to illustrate our commitment to effective community 
involvement in the annual budget process.  The Council provided an opportunity for our citizens and stakeholders to 
communicate their thoughts about specific programs, strategic initiatives and priorities for the upcoming fiscal year 
prior to the more customary, internal staff conversations.   
 
A summary presentation of the proposed budget has been placed on the City’s website.  On August 15, 2016, the 
City Council will adopt the preliminary budget for FY 2017, with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled to 
occur on August  29, 2016.   
 
Connection to the City’s 2030 Strategic Plan 
The City views its planning and operations in a strategic manner.  Our fiscal, operational and organizational 
strategies are governed and directed by the City’s 2030 Strategic Plan.  The Strategic Plan has a series of vision 
statements, that when viewed collectively, will allow us to create and maintain an accessible, healthy, learning, 
environmental, responsible, prosperous, and secure community with a strong internal organization designed to be 
able meet the needs of our citizens, businesses and visitors.  The Strategic Plan is divided into eight, equally 
important focus areas: a Healthy Community, a Learning Community, a Secure Community, an Accessible 
Community, an Environmental Community, a Prosperous Community, a Responsible Community, and recognition of 
the importance of the Internal Organization.  For each focus area, there is a description of the vision for that topic in 
the year 2030.   
 
The City of Twin Falls strives to carry out its mission with unquestioned integrity, and the highest ethical standards.  
In its role as stewards of the community assets it focuses on the proper use of available resources, continually 
assessing programs and processes to ensure maximum effectiveness.  In pursuit of shared obligation for community 
livability, opportunities are made available to citizens for direct involvement in civic affairs and transparency in 
decision-making. 
 
In support of the desired effectiveness, the elected leadership works in close partnership with appointed 
professionals carrying out clear policy directives.  A high level of competency is provided from a lean, properly 
compensated and respected core staff. 
 
Maximum effort is expended in ensuring authorities granted through state legislation are maintained and expanded. 
 
Throughout the year, the City of Twin Falls reviews the full compensation (salary and benefits) level of its employees 
to ensure it is competitive with the market.  The Recommended Budget for FY 2017 provides competitive 
compensation and benefits adjustments as well as advanced training opportunities.  It provides an across-the-board 
adjustment of 5.0% for all employees who meet minimum job performance standards.   It also provides funding to 
adjust the City’s salary table by 5%.  Both of these requests are consistent with the City’s compensation.  Moving the 
compensation table 5% does not constitute a 5% compensation adjustment for all employees.  The movement of the 
market on the compression ratio table will allow the City to address wage compression issues for tenured employees.  
Employees that are below new market wage for their position will receive the larger increases, while those above the 
market wage will receive little to no adjustment associated with moving the salary table.  

 
The Recommended Budget provides increase funding for health insurance benefits.  Based on preliminary 
information received, we believe that we will have to make changes to the current benefit to ensure its long-term 
sustainability and affordability.  A wellness committee has been established to look at options for promoting wellness 
among our employees.   
 



In addition to compensation and benefits, we have allocated funding for training, professional and technical 
development as well as funding for our continued One City training. 
 
 
How much more will City Services Cost? 
In addition to understanding the levels of services and the amount of improvements programmed in the budget, it is 
also important that we recognize the impact this proposal has on our citizens and taxpaying shareholders.   
 
The table below illustrates the impact the City Manager’s Recommended Budget will have on the taxpayers residing 
or doing business in Twin Falls for the utility rate payers only.  For the average customer, the Recommended Budget 
has a total impact of $1.81 per month or $21.72 per year.  
 

 FY 2016 FY 2017   

 Adopted Budget 
Recommended 

Budget Difference 

Property Tax 
Tax Rate of: $7.86/$1,000 

tax value 
Tax Rate of: 

$8.16/$1,000 tax value  $0.30/$1,000 
Median Valued Home (Owner 
Occupied)       
$144,000 in FY 2016 
$142,600 in FY 2017   $566.52 $582.04 $15.52 
  annual annual annual 

Utility Bills       
Average Residential Customer       
Consumption of:       

Water - 18,000 gallons (includes 
arsenic fee) $48.75 $48.94 $0.19 

Sewer - 8,000 gallons $24.73 $25.97 $1.24 
Sanitation & Recycling $16.52 $16.90 $0.38 

Monthly Rate of Utility Bills $90.00 $91.81 $1.81 
Total Monthly Rate (Property 

Tax and Utility Bills) $137.21 $140.31 $3.10 
    

 
Specifically, the Recommended Budget: 

• The total monthly utility bill for the average resident (18,000 gallons used) in Twin Falls is expected to 
increase by $1.81/month, or $21.72 annually. 

• The monthly property tax for the average resident ($142,600 median valued home) in Twin Falls is expected 
to increase by $1.29 monthly or $15.52 annually.  

 
Approval 

There is no approval process. 

Budget Impact: 
There are no budgetary or financial impacts from the conversation. 
 

Regulatory Impact: 
There is no regulatory impact. 
 

Attachments:  None 
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