
 
 NOTICE OF AGENDA 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Twin Falls Historic Preservation Commission 

July 20, 2015, 12:00 PM 
City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East Twin Falls, ID 83301 
 

 
 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEMBERS 
Ryan Horsley Samantha Kemp     Debbie Lattin       Ruth Pierce      Wendy Rice       Nancy Taylor       Randall Watson 
                       Vice-Chair                                                                    Chair 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON: Jim Munn, Jr.    
 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE: Horsley, Kemp, Lattin, Taylor, Watson 
LIAISON/STAFF ATTENDANCE:  Strickland, Weeks           

 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
Chairperson Taylor called the meeting to order and confirmed a quorum. 

 
II. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Approval of Minutes from the following meeting(s):   NONE 
 

III. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS:  NONE 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS UPDATE: 
1. Idaho Certified Local Government Grant  2015 (Design Guidelines/Education) 
 

Chairperson Taylor explained that the consultant from McKibben + Cooper Architects is here today 
to go over the plan for putting together design guidelines for the Park and Downtown Historic 
District. 

 
2. State of Idaho 125th Anniversary of Statehood – Nancy Taylor (Final Report) 
 

Chairperson Taylor explained that this was a huge success they had approximately 300 people attend the 
event. She is working on sending out thank you cards. She thanked everyone for all of their efforts in making 
the event a success. 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Design Guidelines – Sherry McKibben, McKibben + Cooper, Architects 
 

Sherry McKibben, with McKibben + Cooper Architects introduced herself and explained that she attended the 
City Fair last Wednesday and was pleased to see that there are people that are interested in historic 
preservation. She wanted to know how the Commission felt about having design guidelines and how they 
should be implemented. She provided the following draft outline of the table of contents for a design guideline 
book and asked for comments.  
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    Discussion Followed: 
 
• Commissioner Taylor stated that she thought the outline looked great. She stated she really thinks the key 

to the success of this project is public buy in, and the feeling she got from the public was they didn’t want 
the City telling them what to do with their property. She wanted to stress that this project is to help give 
direction and guidance to property owners when they are considering making changes to their building, it is 
not intended to be used to tell people what to do. She thinks that the guidelines should be exactly that a 
guide/reference for the Commission to use to determine appropriateness and for property owners to use as 
a tool. 

• Commissioner Horsley stated the same thing the outline looks very thorough. He feels the same way the 
guidelines should not be strict, they should be a guide to help property owners make good decisions about 
changes they want to make to their property.  The other concern he has heard from the public is needing 
resources to preserve the buildings, where funding is available, how to calculate cost and determine if the 
building can or cannot be salvaged. His experience with the old Reds Trading Post building was that 
everyone wanted to save it, but after a lot of studies and reviews it was determined the building could not 
be saved. The guidelines need to allow the Commission to review items on a case by case basis and 
assist the group in making decisions about the buildings. The buildings that are part of these two districts 
are in not always able to be repaired, the owners don’t make enough money on their rent to invest in a lot 
of changes, so the guidelines need to keep that in mind and be flexible.  

• Commissioner Kemp stated that she sees the potential for change in the downtown area. She left this area 
and has come back and seen lots of good changes. She wants the guidelines to not only preserve but also 
allow for some changes that help revive or maintain the character of Twin Falls. The downtown area is 
where Twin Falls became a town and that needs to be preserved.  

• Commissioner Watson stated that he would like to see more flow charts in the book like the Warehouse 
District Book that explains the process step by step. If the process is clear and people can follow the flow 
chart it will make it easier for them to get through the process.  

• Commissioner Horsley recommended that there be some kind of ready team that would be available to 
assist these types of properties through the process, having someone that can help them understand and 
guide them would help.  

• Commissioner Taylor stated that she has also seen other places have a team that is made up of some 
professionals that have volunteered their services. She thinks this community could do something similar to 
that as well.  

 
2. Public Education Opportunities – Kelly Weeks 

 
• Planner I Weeks stated that this project will not be a success if the Commission does not do some public 

education. There are several events coming up that could be used as a place to get the word out. It would be 
nice if a flow chart of the process could be presented. The Brewfest is coming up soon in the park and every 
Wednesday night there are bands that play downtown, it was suggested that this might be a good place to 
reach out to the public without planning a Commission driven event.  

• Commissioner Taylor stated that she agreed the more opportunities we take to educate and talk to the public 
the better the project will go. She asked that the Commission think about events and groups that could be 
educated about this process and send their ideas to Kelly Weeks.  
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VI. INPUT AND/OR ITEMS FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
VII. UPCOMING MEETINGS/SCHEDULE: Monday, August 17, 2015 at 12:00 PM 
 
VIII. ADJOURN MEETING: 

 
Chairperson Taylor adjourned the meeting at 1:00pm. 
 

 
Lisa A Strickland 

Administrative Assistant 
Planning & Zoning Department 

  

 


