Minutes
Meeting of the Twin Falls 
Senior Citizen Advisory Commission
Wednesday, April 29, 2015 
City Council Chambers
305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho
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1:30 P.M.


	AGENDA ITEMS
	Purpose
	By:

	I. 	CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

II.	ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:
:

1. Develop a predetermined set of questions to promote an open dialogue with our senior community.
2. Determine what specific groups we would like to make contact with to promote our Senior Advisory Commission. 


III.	ADJOURNMENT

	




	




*Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting should contact Leila Sanchez at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.


Staff Present:  	Councilperson Chris Talkington, Public Information Officer Josh Palmer, Deputy City Manager Brian Pike, 
		City Manager Travis Rothweiler, Deputy City Clerk Sharon Bryan

Citizens Present:	Daphne Mallory, Dave Moore, Darrell Buffaloe, Jim Fields, Jeanette Roe, Carol Tombre, Suzanne McCampbell, 
		Tamara Stricker, Llora S. Wells 

Brian Pike opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  The workshop is to develop a predetermined set of questions to promote an open dialogue with our senior community.  He adjourned the meeting to conduct the workshop in the Council Overflow Room.  

AGENDA ITEMS

I. 	CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None

II.	ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

3. Develop a predetermined set of questions to promote an open dialogue with our senior community.
4. Determine what specific groups we would like to make contact with to promote our Senior Advisory Commission. 

Deputy City Manager Brian Pike explained the reason for organizing a Senior Citizen Advisory Commission is to bring a group of seniors, 65 and older, together to seek input into the affairs and issues of the City.  It is important to find out what is important and valuable to local senior citizens.  

Discussion followed on sources that can be or have been used to reach out to the senior community.
-Times News articles written by Daphne Mallory 
-Twin Falls Senior Center newsletter 
-Word of mouth

Chris Talkington stated his concern that single seniors may have no family to help with food and assistance.  
	
Deputy City Manager Pike stated that dialog being discussed relates to resources and senior assistance.  Community involvement can be political, for example:  Transportation problems.  

Daphne Mallory stated that the intent of the group should not be a resource commission but should be more of an advisory commission.   

Suzanne McCampbell, CSI Office on Aging, stated that transportation is an issue for seniors and suggested reaching out to seniors through community groups such as churches and the Senior Citizen Center.

Ms. Mallory asked what the City can do to help with hunger among seniors.

Dave Moore stated his concern of the City budgeting  funds for Senior Citizens without affecting the budget for other community funding.

City Manager Travis Rothweiler explained how state law prohibits city employee participation in the delivery of meals to seniors.  He indicated that he would like to improve the city’s commination with seniors.  

Jeanette Roe made the recommendation of having the City Council visit the Senior Citizen Center.  

Jim Fields stated it is important to get the word out to seniors to inform them of resources that are currently in place and available to them.  His concern involves interfering with those who are currently providing services.

City Manager Rothweiler stated that a crossover of services is a concern.  The implementation of a public transportation service will take away from Trans IV’s service. Councilmember Talkington stated that at that point public transportation starts to become a political issue.

Councilmember Talkington asked if there are other municipalities that have a group similar to the Senior Advisory Commission.

CIty Manager Rothweiler stated that he would have Deputy City Clerk Bryan find out through the city clerk network.  

Llora Wells stated that she believed today’s meeting should be to determine who is to sit on the commission.

Ms. Mallory stated that this group meeting today should invite people to come to the next commission meeting.  She asked that the meeting details be placed on the city utility bills.

Darrell Buffaloe stated that the group should clearly identify the commission’s goals and strategic plan.

Councilmember Talkington stated that getting information out Senior Citizen involvement in the City is valuable and suggested the group identify select neighborhoods and go door to door to solicit information.

Discussion followed on ways to solicit senior participation.  This may include public service announcements.

	Brian Pike stated it is important to have a clear dialogue.  

	The group listed the following issues related to seniors:  
· Poverty
· Isolation
· Transportation
· Nutrition
· Handicap accessibility
· Housing
· Mental health  issues
· Safety
· Social activities
· Economic development – working seniors
· Shut in
· Meal Delivery

III.	ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:54 p.m.
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Sharon Bryan, Deputy City Clerk
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