
 

 

 
 
 

 

URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY BOARD MEMBERS: 

Dexter Ball        Cindy Bond    Dan Brizee            Neil Christensen       PPerri Gardner           Leon Smith       Sarah Taylor 
 Secretary         Chairman           Vice-Chairman 
 

 

1. Call meeting to order.   

2. Consent Agenda: 

a. Review and approval of minutes from the January 13, 2014 Regular Meeting  

b. Review and approval of February 2014 financial report. 

 

3. Consideration of a request to award a contract to Idaho Scapes Inc for $139,993 to construct the new pocket park 
on 4th Ave South.  (see staff report)   

4. Public input and/or items from the Urban Renewal Agency Board or staff. 

5. Adjourn.  Next regular meeting:  Monday, March 10, 2014 @ 12:00 pm 
 

 

*Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting should 
contact Katy Touchette at (208) 735-7268 at least two days before the meeting.  Si desea esta 
información en español, llame Leila Sanchez al (208)735-7287. 

 
AGENDA  

Regular Meeting of the City of Twin Falls  
Urban Renewal Agency Board 

305 3rd Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 
City Council Chambers 

Monday, February 10, 2014 at 12:00 pm. 

  



  

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 
URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 

 MEETING MINUTES 

January 13, 2014 

 

The Urban Renewal Agency held its regular meeting at 12 noon this date in the Twin Falls City Council Chambers located at 305 

3
rd

 Avenue East, Twin Falls.  Those present were: 

 

Cindy Bond   URA Chair 

Leon Smith   URA Vice-Chair 

Dexter Ball URA Secretary 

Perri Gardner URA Member 

Sarah Taylor URA Member  

Dan Brizee URA Member 

 

Absent: Neil Christensen, URA Member  

 

Also present:  
Melinda Anderson Urban Renewal Executive Director 

Mitch Humble City of Twin Falls Community Development Director 

Brent Hyatt City of Twin Falls Assistant Finance Officer 

Fritz Wonderlich Twin Falls City Attorney  

Josh Palmer Public Information Officer 

Katy Touchette City of Twin Falls Executive Assistant 

  

Agenda Item 1:  Call meeting to order.   

 

Cindy Bond called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon. 

 

Agenda Item 2:  Consent Agenda  

 

a. Review and approval of minutes from the December 9, 2013 Regular Meeting. 

 

b. Review and approval of January 2014 financial report.  

 

Leon Smith made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, and Dexter Ball seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed that all 

board members present voted in favor of the motion, 6-0. 

  

Agenda Item 3:  Consideration of a request to approach the City of Twin Falls to acquire a vacant parcel located on 2
nd

 

Avenue South in conjunction with an adjacent site owned by TFURA – 242 2
nd

 Avenue South. 

Cindy Bond introduced the agenda item, and Melinda Anderson used overhead projections to show the properties being discussed.  

The URA owns the former “Caval” building at 242 2
nd

 Ave South, and the City owns the vacant lot next door, so the request is for 

the URA to acquire that vacant lot to use in conjunction with the Caval building for redevelopment purposes.  Melinda stated that 

the building has been vacant for four years and is need of a good deal of repair.  She stated that acquiring the vacant lot to use for 

a parking lot would help a good deal in making the property marketable.  Melinda said there are three ways to approach this.  The 

URA board could ask the City to trade the vacant lot for property that the URA owns, specifically part of the parking area 

currently being used by the Twin Falls Senior Center.  Secondly, the URA could simply ask the City to deed the vacant lot to the 

URA.  Thirdly, the URA could offer to pay the City to acquire the vacant lot.  
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The board then discussed the pros and cons of these three options.  Community Development Director Mitch Humble stated that 

this vacant lot is not a parking lot, even though it has been used for parking.  He said a parking lot is not required for the Caval 

building as there is downtown parking available nearby.  After discussing the possibilities of trading land with the City, 

specifically part of the Senior Center parking, the board felt that it would not be a fair, straight-across even trade, and the 

consensus was that the board should ask the City to deed the vacant lot to the URA.  Leon Smith then made a motion to request 

that the City give the vacant lot to the URA, and to get an asking price if the City was not willing to simply give the land at no 

cost.  Dan Brizee seconded the motion, and roll call vote showed that all board members present voted in favor of the motion,  

6–0.  Cindy Bond will make the request to City Council. 

  

Agenda Item 4:  Discussion regarding formation of new subcommittees – Cindy Bond 

Cindy Bond stated that she would like to make the active work group re: DT/OT Infrastructure Assessment into an official 

subcommittee, in keeping with the City’s recent move toward transparency on all committees and commissions.  She suggested 

keeping the same three URA board members on the committee, with Leon Smith as its chairman and Dan Brizee and Sarah Taylor 

as the other two committee members.  Discussion followed on why the committee would be limited to three board members, with 

City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich reminding the board that four members would make it a quorum.  Even with just three members 

any meetings will involve formally posting the committee meetings, making up an agenda, and taking minutes.  Leon Smith then 

made a motion to form a formal subcommittee for this Downtown work group, and Dan Brizee seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote showed that all members present voted in favor of the motion, 6-0.   

 

Melinda stated that she would contact the Mayor and ask for two City Council members to be on the committee, along with City 

staff.  She also suggested that the committee should rank engineering priorities in the Downtown area and follow this with a full 

URA meeting, inviting the public to attend.  

 

At this time Cindy Bond wished to appoint three URA board members to this committee, those being Leon Smith as Chairman 

and Sarah Taylor and Dan Brizee as the other two committee members.  Perri Gardner made this into a formal motion, Sarah 

Taylor seconded the motion, and roll call vote showed that all board members present voted in favor of the motion, 6-0. 

 

Leon stated that the committee is waiting to hear back from City Engineer Jackie Fields regarding prioritizing the projects for 

Downtown Twin Falls.   

  

Agenda Item 5:  Public input and/or items from the Urban Renewal Agency Board or staff. 

Melinda Anderson told the board that the pocket park construction bids have been advertised, and bids will be opened at 2:00 pm  

February 3, 2014. 

 

Sarah Taylor asked if the URA agenda packets could be given to the board when the meeting reminder goes out the Monday 

before the meeting.  Melinda stated that at this time that is not possible at this time due to the fact that the agenda is often not 

finished until the following Wednesday.   

 

Melinda also told the board that the City is in the process of recruiting an administrative assistant for the Economic Development 

department. 

 

Finally, Dan Brizee wanted to clarify that any other URA work groups have been dissolved.  Yes, that is correct.    

 

Agenda Item 6:  Adjourn.  Next regular meeting:  Monday, February 10, 2014 @ 12:00 p.m. 

 

Cindy Bond adjourned the meeting at 12:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Katy Touchette 

Executive Assistant 





















 

 

 
 

Request: 

 Consideration of a request to award a bid to Idaho Scapes, Inc for a base bid of $119,978 plus 2 Alternative 
bids of $20,015 for a total of $139,993 to construct the Old Town Pocket Park.   

 

Background: 

 After weeks of work to complete a design the TFURA board approved the pocket park design for the 
TFURA-owned site located at 122 4th Ave South on July 19, 2013.  As you may recall the designer provided 
a final estimate of approximately $178,000 to construct this park.  It took until Oct. 31, 2013 for the designer 
to complete the final constructions plans. By then everyone realized it was too late in the construction 
season to complete the construction and it was determined to bid the project in January 2014 for a spring 
start date. 

 Staff worked with Riedesel Engineering and Twin Falls Parks & Recreation Department to develop bid 
documents and a bidding process.  On January 8, and 15, 2014 legal ads were run in the Times-News 
notifying contractors, landscapers, and others that TFURA was requesting bids for this construction.  
Riedesel also submitted the bid documents to various plan holders, and contacted landscapers and 
contractors throughout Magic Valley to let them know of this opportunity.  The deadline to submit sealed 
bids was 2:00 pm, February 3, 2014. 

 The bid documents included the base bid for the general construction of the park along with two alternative 
bid items: 

 Alternative Bid #1 – during the design process the board asked the designer to reduce the amount of 
pavers to be used in the base bid.  Alt #1 was added to determine the cost of substituting the concrete 
specified for pavers instead.  Each bidder provided a bid price for this. 

 Alternative Bid #2 – we realized that it would be helpful for the longevity and health of the park for the 
construction contractor to also provide park maintenance the 1st year after construction completion. 

 Four bids were received by the deadline. The bids were opened by Sharon Bryan, Twin Falls Deputy Clerk, 
a few minutes after 2:00 pm.  The bid opening was attended by contractors, staff, Riedesel, and other 
interested parties.  Once the bid opening was completed, it was determined that Idaho Scapes, Inc was the 
apparent low bidder.  Riedesel reviewed this bid for completeness and responsiveness, and has 
determined that Idaho Scapes, Inc is the low, responsive bidder.   

 The bids call for completion of the park no later than June 9, 2014.  If the project is not substantially 
completed by that date liquidated damages of $500 per day would be assessed.    

 A recommendation letter from Riedesel to award to Idaho Scapes is attached along with a bid tab showing 
the results of each of the bids submitted. 

  

Date:  February 10, 2014 
 

To:  Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Twin Falls  
 
From:  Melinda Anderson, URA Executive Director 

 



 

 

 

Approval Process: 

 A simple majority of the board members attending the Feb. 10 meeting is needed to award this contract.  

 

Budget Impact: 

Funds are available for the base bid plus the 2 alternatives in the RAA 4-1 budget.  

 

Conclusion:  

 If approved, staff will send out a notice of award to the contractor requesting various documents and then a 
notice to proceed will be issued once documentation is in place. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Riedesel Letter of Recommendation 

2. Riedesel Bid Tab 
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