
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
SHAWN    DON   SUZANNE   GREGORY    JIM    REBECCA   CHRIS 
BARIGAR   HALL   HAWKINS  LANTING    MUNN, JR.  MILLS SOJKA  TALKINGTON 
         Vice Mayor      Mayor 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

5:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for December 3 –9, 2013. 
2. Consideration of a request to approve the November 12, 2013, Minutes. 
3. Consideration of a request to accept right of way deed for a portion of Cheney Drive West 

Extended west of Grandview Drive North. 

 
 
Action 
Action 
Action 

 
 
Sharon Bryan 
Leila A. Sanchez 
Brad Wills/ 
Lee Glaesemann  
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Presentations from Municipal Powers Outsource Grants (MPOG) Recipients on use of 

funds received last fiscal year. 
 

2. Consideration of the creation and the establishment of various committees of the City 
Council of the City of Twin Falls to ensure the City operate in compliance with Resolution 
1912. 

 
3. Consideration of a request submitted by Mr. Timothy Okal of the REO Development Group, 

LLC, to have the City Council reconsider its actions of November 25, 2013: to “begin 
negotiations with Beckley Media and to complete negotiations with Beckley Media by 
January 31, 2014 and to be brought to Council for consideration no later than February 3, 
2013.”     

 
4. Discussion on Canyon Jump process. 

 
5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Presentations 
 
 
Action 
 
 
 
Possible Action 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion and 
Possible Action 

 
Pat Lehmann 
 
 
Travis Rothweiler 
 
 
 
Travis Rothweiler 
 
 
 
 
 
City Council 
 
 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:             

 
 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:    
 

 
 

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at  
(208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez   
(208)735-7287. 
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Twin Falls City Council-Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 
 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing procedures. 
2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the Mayor, approach the 

microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their comments.  Following their statements, 
they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make 
an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  
No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 

 A complete explanation and description of the request. 
 Why the request is being made. 
 Location of the Property. 
 Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
 The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor 
may limit public testimony to no less than two minutes per person. 

 Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under consideration, may 
select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

 Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the public on the 
overhead projector. 

 Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
 

6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City Council, as 
recognized by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  The Mayor 
may again establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and 
decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public 
Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural 
questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 
prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor. 



 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
SHAWN    DON   SUZANNE   GREGORY    JIM    REBECCA   CHRIS 
BARIGAR   HALL   HAWKINS  LANTING    MUNN, JR.  MILLS SOJKA  TALKINGTON 
         Vice Mayor      Mayor 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

PROCLAMATIONS:  

November 21, 2013 - Grief Awareness Day – Request made by Revis Turner. 

National Hospice and Palliative Care Month – Request made by Tom Mikesell. 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for November 5 – 12, 2013, 

total:  $280,759.42 and November 7, 2013, payroll, total:  $117,321.98. 
2. Consideration of a request to approve the October 28, 2013, City Council Minutes. 
3. Consideration of a request to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 

Decision for the Final Plat of the Dunthorn Subdivision. 
4. Consideration of a request for the approval of the Annual Festival of Lights Parade to be 

held on Friday, December 6, 2013. 
5. Consideration of a request to approve the 23rd Annual Christmas in the Night Time Sky 

Event to be held at 2862 Addison Avenue East on November 29, 2013. 

 
 
Action 
 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
 

 
 
Sharon Bryan 
 
Leila A. Sanchez 
Mitchel Humble 
 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 
 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 
 
 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Consideration of a request to acquire property for the purpose of placing a water storage 

reservoir at 183 Hankins Road. 
 

2. Discussion and possible direction regarding the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee’s 
progress on drafting an amendment to City Code 10-4-19: Canyon Rims Overlay District. 

 
3. Discussion on the Idaho Open Meeting Law and possible action on a resolution (attached) 

requiring meetings of committees, subcommittees, and work groups of the City to publicly 
notice and post their meetings, keep minutes, and open such meetings to the public except 
as otherwise provided in the Open Meeting Law. 
 

4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 
 

 
Action 
 
 
Discussion/ 
Direction 
 
Discussion/ 
Possible Action 

 
Jacqueline Fields 
 
 
Mitchel Humble 
 
 
Rebecca Mills Sojka 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

  

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:           None 
 

 
 

 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:    
 

 
 

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at  
(208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez   
(208)735-7287. 
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Present:  Shawn Barigar, Don Hall, Suzanne Hawkins, Greg Lanting, Rebecca Mill Sojka, Chris Talkington 
  
Absent:  Jim Munn 
 
Staff Present:  City Manager Travis Rothweiler, City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich, Community Development Director Mitchel Humble,  
 City Engineer Jacqueline Fields, Sgt. Ryan Howe, Public Information Officer Josh Palmer,  
 Assistant to the City Manager Mike Williams, Deputy City Clerk/Recording Secretary Leila A. Sanchez 
 
Mayor Lanting called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  He then invited all present, who wished to, to recite the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
A quorum was present.  Mayor Lanting introduced staff. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None 

PROCLAMATIONS:  

-November 21, 2013 - Grief Awareness Day – Request made by Revis Turner. 

Councilperson Hawkins read the proclamation.  Mayor Lanting presented it to Revis Turner. 

-National Hospice and Palliative Care Month – Request made by Tom Mikesell. 

Councilperson Talkington read the proclamation.  Mayor Lanting presented it to Revis Turner. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for November 5 – 12, 2013, total:  $280,759.42 and November 7, 2013, 
payroll, total:  $117,321.98. 

2. Consideration of a request to approve the October 28, 2013, City Council Minutes. 
3. Consideration of a request to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Decision for the Final Plat of the Dunthorn 

Subdivision. 
4. Consideration of a request for the approval of the Annual Festival of Lights Parade to be held on Friday, December 6, 2013. 
5. Consideration of a request to approve the 23rd Annual Christmas in the Night Time Sky Event to be held at 2862 Addison Avenue 

East on November 29, 2013. 
 
  MOTION: 
  Vice Mayor Hall made the motion to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The motion was seconded by  
  Councilperson Hawkins and roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 
   
 
II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

1. Consideration of a request to acquire property for the purpose of placing a water storage reservoir at 183 Hankins Road. 
 
 City Engineer Fields explained the request. 
 
 Council discussion followed. 
 -Delivery service area 
 -Cost of property 
 -Operation of the system 
  
 City Engineer Fields stated that the areas served are Bethel Temple to the north, Orchard on the south side, and area between 

Eastland and eastern edge of water service area.   
 
 City Manager Rothweiler discussed the cost.  The property has a commercial designation making it a higher value.   The asking price 

was $1.6 million dollars for one parcel.  The request is to acquire a portion of the parcel.  This is $100,000 over budget.  The water 
fund has unrestricted cash available.   

 
 City Engineer Fields stated that this tank will hold 22 million gallons for storage.   
 
 -5 million gallon tank 
 -Participation from new industry 
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 City Manager Rothweiler stated that the estimated cost for the tank is $ 7.3 million dollars.  The City’s contribution is $3.5 million. The 

balance will come through tax increment financing, Cliff Bar and Area 4-1 URA Agency. 
 

MOTION: 
Councilperson Barigar made the motion to approve the request to acquire property for the purpose of placing a water storage 
reservoir at 183 Hankins Road in the amount not to exceed $450,000.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Talkington and 
roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 6 to 0. 

 
2. Discussion and possible direction regarding the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee’s progress on drafting an amendment to 

City Code 10-4-19: Canyon Rims Overlay District. 
 

Community Development Director Humble explained the request.  The Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee (ZOAC) 
recommends that no code amendment is necessary regarding the Canyon Rim Overlay District.   

 
                Council discussion followed. 
                -Rock Creek potential 
                -Committee members 
                -Setbacks at Rock Creek at 50’ and the Snake River Canyon at 50’ with geological survey. 
 
                Community Development Director Humble stated the Canyon Rim Overlay District ordinance applies to commercial property. 
                 

Cheri Condie, Barbara Beck, and Kathy McMillan, Concerned Citizens Committee, participated in the ZOAC’s conversations.  
 

Community Development Director Humble stated he believes that the Rock Creek setback of 50’ and the Snake River Canyon 
setback of 50’ with a geological survey are due to rim stability. 

                 
City Attorney Wonderlich stated that his recollection from the hearing is that the Rock Creek Canyon setback of 50’ is due to the size 
of the canyon and there being less impact.   

 
                Councilperson Barigar stated the goals of the setback were to limit the visibility of the rim from the canyon. 
 

Tom Frank, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission, stated that the Rock Creek Canyon rim was of particular concern to him; 
also discussed how different projects come into the community.  

 
                Kevin Dane, Twin Falls, Idaho, spoke in favor of the request.  
 
                Kathy McMillan spoke against the request.  She spoke on the retail design standard.  
 

Councilperson Talkington stated that he served on ZOAC for a year and agrees that the Canyon Rim Overlay has been a 
controversial and a non-ending problem without an apparent solution.   
 
Kevin Dane stated that Canyon Rim Overlay  is working well.  Most of the public interest in the last few years has increased. The main 
priority for the Canyon Rim Overlay District ordinance was the Snake River Canyon.   

 
Councilperson Mills Sojka stated that she is not satisfied with doing nothing with the Canyon Rim Overlay District ordinance.  She 
stated that the public has voiced opposition and she supports recommendations made by the Concerned Citizens Committee. The 
Strategic Plan and the Comprehensive Plan stated the need to protect canyon rim environments. 
 
Vice Mayor Hall stated he served on the ZOAC and stated that the public was involved in the process. 

 
Councilperson Barigar stated that creating a CRO District for every possible eventuality, that may or may not happen, may be more 
detrimental than the PUD. The City’s process of evaluating the CRO District ordinance went through a process where public input was 
received and considered. 
 
Mayor Lanting stated that when the Canyon West PUD was considered he made the recommendation of turning the proposed 
building around but was voted down.   During the PUD process, he asked for and received assurances relating to berming and 
trees.  He is in favor of keeping the Canyon Rim Overlay District ordinance as it stands. 
 
Councilperson Talkington stated that Councilperson Mills Sojka referred to ZOAC as a closed meeting and was sure she didn’t mean 
that the committee was doing anything in violation of the Idaho Meeting Laws.  The meetings were publicized.  He stated that he 
would not participate in illegal meetings.  
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Councilperson Mills Sojka stated that she was not saying the meeting was illegal. The public was not invited or noticed.  
  
No motion on the floor.   

 
3. Discussion on the Idaho Open Meeting Law and possible action on a resolution (attached) requiring meetings of committees, 

subcommittees, and work groups of the City to publicly notice and post their meetings, keep minutes, and open such meetings to the 
public except as otherwise provided in the Open Meeting Law. 

 
Councilperson Mills Sojka explained the request.   
 
Idaho Attorney General Lawrence Wasden created a pamphlet that clarifies the Open Meeting Laws and assists in their proper 
implementation.  She referred to Idaho Code 67-2340 and read, “The people of the state of Idaho in creating the instruments of 
government that serve them, do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies so created.  Therefore, the legislature finds and declares 
that it is the policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public business and shall not be conducted in secret.”  She also 
stated that the law states, “All meetings of the governing body of a public agency shall be open to the public and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meetings except as otherwise provided by this act should be able to attend any meetings as provided by this 
act.”   

 
She stated that the City should be noticing and letting the citizens know when preliminary discussions are happening.  All the 
definitions are laid out in the statute and those definitions supersede the common definitions.  In the Idaho Open Meeting Law Manual 
the definition of deliberation is “the receipt or exchange of information or opinion relating to a decision…”, and even the receipt of 
information relating to a decision that is a measure on which the governing body will have to vote amounts to deliberation, therefore 
triggers the definition and requirements of meeting, under the Open Meeting Law. 
 
She stated that in several court cases it has been found that you really can’t separate deliberation from decision. So if we deliberate in 
a meeting that is not necessarily noticed or public or not everyone is invited to attend, if there are elected officials and commission 
members in attendance, they are still participating in the process of making the decision.  She referred to the Idaho Open Meeting 
Law Manual and stated, “The California Court of Appeals discussed the dual facets of deliberation in Sacramento Newspaper Guild v. 
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors and found that the California’s open meeting law declares the law’s intent that deliberation 
as well as action occur openly and publicly.  Recognition of deliberation and action as dual components that the meeting concept 
cannot be split of and confined to one component only, but rather comprehends both and either. “   
 
As seen tonight, committees are deliberating and making a recommendation to the Council. A similar decision was reached from the 
Florida Supreme Court, “It is the law’s intent that any meetings, relating to any matter on which foreseeable action will be taken, occur 
opening and publicly.”  The Attorney General goes further by saying, “The requirement that the Open Meeting Law must be complied 
with whenever a quorum of the members of a governing meets to deliberate or to make a decision should not be evaded by holding 
small meetings with less than a quorum present or by having a go-between contact each of the governing body members to ascertain 
his/her sentiment.”  The advice is clear to error on the side of openness. 
 
The City Council has done nothing illegal and has followed the letter of the law.  The two details that make these meetings legal is a 
quorum of the Council must be present and the committee is created by some legislative act of the Council.  Deliberation is important 
to open up to the public so that some Councilmembers aren’t receiving different information from other councilmembers.  Information 
received during deliberations no doubt affects the ultimate decisions of the Council.   
 
She would rather not have the Council embrace these few small details that hinge on the fact that we are doing a legal process, but 
would prefer the Council embrace the intent of the Open Meeting Law to notice and post agendas and invite the public to the 
preliminary discussion and conversation.  At a Planning & Zoning Commission training discussion was made on how someone 
becomes involved in the front end if not chosen for the ZOAC and a whole idea might get vetted out by a committee and the result 
may not be as good as if you would have included more input in the process.   
 
City Attorney Wonderlich brought out that in our form of government the Mayor does not have that authority to create committees on 
his or her own but it should be an act of the Council.  The creation of committee by the Council is subject to the requirement of Open 
Meeting Laws.   He also stated that it is not illegal for the Mayor to create a committee. 
 
The resolution basically summarizes the points made by Councilperson Mills Sojka and points out specific places where the Open 
Meeting Law and the Idaho Attorney General advises to error on the side of openness in regards to committee meetings.   
 
MOTION: 
Councilperson Mills Sojka made the motion to approve Resolution 1909.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Talkington. 
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Council discussion followed. 
 
-Exemptions to the Idaho Meeting Laws 
 
Mayor Lanting stated that adoption of the resolution would result in hiring one more staff member.  The staff member would need to 
post the meeting notice, develop the agenda, take the minutes, and transcribe the minutes. In addition, two thirds of the committees 
listed in the Times News were formed by him to determine who to appoint to the various commissions and committees, such as the 
Historical Preservation Commission, Parks & Recreation Commission, and Tree Commission.    According to the proposed 
Resolution, the meetings will be conducted according to the Open Meeting Laws.  To eliminate the need to hire a staff member he 
suggested allowing only one Councilmember to serve on a committee rather than the two proposed in the Resolution.  If the proposed 
Resolution fails, he will guarantee that there will no longer be more than two Councilmembers serving on a committee and the 
meetings will be posted.  He did state that he does not believe that it would be beneficial to the City to open meetings on negotiation 
contracts.   
 
Vice Mayor Hall stated that conversation was made on how to solicit more community input prior to the Attorney General’s workshop.  
Elected officials always need to be held accountable; however, in this situation the Council is going to the extreme.  There are better 
ways to improve upon public input and noticing the public of the meetings.   The Open Meeting Laws have been followed with good 
faith and Council will continue to follow with good faith.  He stated he is not in support of the resolution. 
 
Councilperson Hawkins stated she echoed the Mayor’s and Vice Mayor Hall’s comments.  The City of Twin Falls does an excellent 
job notifying and posting meetings.   She stated her concern that citizens who wish to volunteer their time to serve on a commission or 
committee may not do so because the process is open to the public.  She does not agree that having two Councilmembers serving on 
a commission or committee changes the way Councilmembers deliberate. The public has placed trust in Councilmembers to take care 
of the daily business.  Councilmembers are always available to the public.   

  
Councilperson Barigar stated that he is in support of transparency and openness in government and as Councilperson Mills Sojka 
stated the Council is not breaking the law.  He stated his concern on how the issue has come up and it feels like the Council is being 
accused of breaking the law, not only from peers but from some of the perceptions that have been portrayed in the community.  The 
Council works hard to do the work that they have been elected to do.  He will not support the resolution because it appears to be a 
restatement of the state code that already exists and he believes the resolution does not have any substance.  He stated he is open 
to modifying the way work groups are conducted. He is not in favor of hiring staff to push paper because it does not serve the public’s 
need.  The ZOAC may a good example that may need to be opened up to the public.  He does not support doing community 
recommendation work groups in a public forum.   
 
Councilperson Mills Sojka spoke on the implementation and impact of the resolution and discussed the intent of the resolution.  She 
believes the workload would be minimal for staff. 
 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that if the resolution should pass staff will implement the resolution.  If it is simple as putting meeting 
notices on the website this would not be hard to accomplish.  If staff are required to take meeting minutes and prepare agenda 
statements this would require additional resources besides placing them on the website. Should the resolution pass, staff would like 
clear direction on what implementation and process looks like so staff can carry the policy out.  The resolution requires more than 
posting on the existing calendar. 
 
Councilperson Mills Sojka clarified her intent on written minutes and posting of meetings.  
 
Discussion followed. 
-Placing meetings on Website 
 
Councilperson Talkington recommended setting a maximum of two Councilmembers to serve on a committee or commission and for 
this to be effective in January. 

   
City Attorney Wonderlich explained the reasons for Executive Sessions and stated that the Council can do more than what the law 
requires. 

 
Councilperson Barigar asked Councilperson Mills Sojka of the list of work groups that was compiled for the Times News which should 
be open. 

 
 Councilperson Mills Sojka believes that all work groups should be open. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE ON THE MAIN MOTION: 
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Roll call vote showed Councilpersons Mills Sojka and Talkington voted in favor of the motion.  Councilperson Barigar, Hawkins, Hall, 
Lanting voted against the motion.  Failed 2 to 4.   

 
Mayor Lanting stated that though he agrees with City Attorney Wonderlich that Council is not breaking any laws, there may be 
committees that would be appropriate to open to the public and to notice them whether or not detailed minutes are kept.  He explained 
the process of appointing members to committees.  He stated that he would like to see the ZOAC and Sign committees opened.  Of 
the committees he has formed where there are two more Councilmembers with the exception of contract negotiations, economic 
development, appointments to commissions and committees, he would recommend minutes be taken but not transcribed unless 
otherwise requested, recorded, media notification, placed on the City calendar.  He stated that conversation should be made on 
whether or not to open committees. 

 
Council discussion followed. 
-No more than two Councilpersons on any given committee 
-Discuss opening ZOAC 
 
City Manager Rothweiler referred to Councilperson Mills Sojka stating that he has the ability to create committees to help assist in the 
execution of his duties; therefore, he will ask the Mayor to appoint the number of members to a committee to comply with the spirit of 
what is being discussed.  Staff wants to ensure we follow the same values that are set by the entirety of the Council.     
 
Mayor Lanting volunteered to not attend the ZOAC meetings. 

 
4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Max Newlin, resident of Twin Falls, commented that he is now utilizing the City’s website.  

 
Sarah Taylor asked why the URA Downtown Infrastructure meeting was not on the committee list.  She stated that three 
Councilmembers serve on the committee. 

 
Mayor Lanting stated that the URA is not a committee of the City Council. 
 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that the City has a relationship with Urban Renewal Agency by contract.  The Urban Renewal Agency 
by Idaho Code is a separate and distinct entity.   The Urban Renewal Agency has a whole series of different operating guidelines and 
procedures.  The only connection it has with the City, other than our contract for services that we provide, is that the seven members 
of the City Council vote on membership of Urban Renewal.  The Urban Renewal Agency serves as an independent entity.  Because 
Sarah Taylor is a URA member, she may want to drive a conversation with the Urban Renewal regarding tonight’s discussion.   
 
Mayor Lanting stated that three City Council members were added to the URA Downtown Infrastructure meeting at the discretion of 
the URA Board.   
 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that he understands that Council is directing staff to limit no more than two members of the Council or 
a commission to serve on a committee or sub-committee. 
  
Vice Mayor Hall and CouncilpersonTalkington clarified this would only apply to elected officials. 
 
Councilperson Mills Sojka felt that this should extend to committees and commissions as well. 

 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that staff will place meetings on the City calendar and website, and public service announcements will 
be made to reach out to the public.  Meetings will be recorded either in the Council Chambers or by miniature tape recordings. 
 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
  City Manager Rothweiler stated that on November 21, 2013, at 4:00 p.m., at O’Leary Middle School, the City Council will hold a  
  Public Forum meeting to hear presentations from interested parties that would like to utilize city owned property as a jump site for the 
  Evel Knievel commemoration.  The public will have the opportunity to provide comment and share thoughts and opinions of the  
  process.   
 
  Mayor Lanting stated that November 13, 2013, a Special Meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. to conduct an Executive Session. 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS:           None 
 
V. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. Leila A. Sanchez - Deputy City Clerk/Recording Secretary 













 

 
 

 

Request: 

Presentations  from Municipal Powers Outsource Grants (MPOG) Recipients on use of 
funds received last fiscal year. 
 

Time Estimate: 

Each of the recipients has been given up to 5 minutes for their report, plus any additional 
time needed to address questions presented by Council members.  There are 10 recipients, 
5 of whom will be presenting tonight and the remaining 5 next week.  I would anticipate 
approximately 30-35 minutes for the presentations plus questions/answers. 
 

Background: 

At the June 3, 2013 Council Meeting, the Municipal Powers Outsource Grants for FYE 2013 
were awarded.  The Council requested that a report on how the funds were used by the 
recipients and what goals they were able to accomplish, be presented to the Council by the 
first part of December. 
 

Budget Impact: 

None. 
 

Regulatory Impact: 

There is no regulatory impact 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Attachments: 

1.  Order of presentations and amounts awarded 

2.  Copies of Reports from MPOG Recipients 

3.  Report of City of Twin Falls expenditures on Twin Falls Senior Center electrical  
modifications (follows Twin Falls Senior Center’s Report) 

Monday, December 9, 2013 City Council Meeting 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Pat Lehmann, Budget Coordinator 



 

 

 

TWIN FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday – December 9, 2013 

Municipal Powers Outsource Grants 

Report Presentation Schedule 

 

1. Crisis Center of Magic Valley     $15,000 

2. Twin Falls Senior Center                $  3,00 0 

3. CASA – Court Appointed Special Advocates   $  6,000 

4. Twin Falls Municipal Band     $21,200 

5. Boys & Girls Clubs of Magic Valley         $11,150 



December 3, 2013 

Mayor Lanting and City Council Members: 
Thank you for supporting the Crisis Center of Magic Valley again this year.  With 

your generous grant of $15,000, the Crisis Center has been able to continue 

providing comprehensive services and support to victims of abuse. 

In our fiscal year which is from July 2012to June 2013, we provided services to 

1,899 individuals.  Our service area consists of six counties of Magic Valley. 57% of 

this total (1082) identifies themselves as living within the Twin Falls City limits.   

  Rape                 62 
  Assault               11 
  Domestic Violence       1723 
  Child Victims of Sexual Abuse         30 
  Child Victims of Physical Abuse         19 
  Adult Victims Molested as Children          8 
  Victims of Stalking            35 
  Victim of Robbery               2 
  Harassment/Indecent Exposure          5 
  Survivors of Homicide             4 
 
All services continue to be free of charge. 
 
Breakdown of $15,000 received from Twin Falls City are as follows: 
  Shelter Upkeep: 
    Utilities (includes telephone)  $3,510.73 
    Shelter Repair/Maintenance        649.69 
  Medical support              714.12 
  Client Care supplies         1,415.85 
  Childcare             1,014.00 
  Individual Counseling         1,675.00 
  Motel              1,029.18 
  Food (Shelter and Food Boxes)       3,672.12 
  Transportation           1,021.18 
    Bus tickets               298.13   
  Total            $15,000.00 



As reported to you in our presentation requesting funding, the Crisis Center is 
working very closely with the Twin Falls City Police Department.  The Crisis Center 
stats reflect that there is an average of 26 referrals from Twin Falls City Police 
monthly.   
 
Staff of the Crisis Center also receives names and phone numbers of individuals 
who have made police reports that include issues of abuse.  The police reports 
include domestic violence, phone harassment, CPOR violations, strangulation, 
aggravated assault, rape, stalking, and NCO violations.  From January 1, 2013 to 
November 25, 2013, Crisis Center staff followed‐up on 245 reports.  Of those 245, 
42% requested and received services.  Most reports are misdemeanors and it our 
hope that with early intervention, the violence will not escalate to a felony status. 
 
The Crisis Center staff also provides the Twin Falls City Police Department with 
support when there are homeless individuals that need shelter in a motel or a 
person needs to have a bus ticket to relocate to their support system.  On several 
occasions, the Crisis Center staff helped law enforcement do death notifications.  
Crisis Center staff stay with the family until their support system can be located.  
Staff has also helped the Twin Falls Police Department, in conjunction with Idaho 
Fish and Game to provide support and immediate professional counseling to a 
person who was suicidal.   
 
Again, I can't express the importance of the $15,000 that we received.  The Crisis 
Center receives funding from Federal, State, and local grants.  Our funding has not 
increased to meet the additional victims that we serve.  We work in collaboration 
and cooperation with other service providers in our community to ensure that we 
do not duplicate services.   
 
Included with this report is a copy of the breakdown of services that the Crisis 
Center provided from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Deborah Gabardi 
Crisis Center of Magic Valley 



1st quarter 2nd quarter 3rd quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter 2nd quarter 3rd quarter 4th quarter

Totals
Jul‐Aug‐Sep   

2012
Oct‐Nov‐Dec 

2012
Jan Feb Mar 

2013
Apr‐May‐Jun  

2013   totals

July‐August‐Sept 
2012

Oct‐Nov‐Dec 
2012

Jan Feb Mar  
2013

Apr‐May‐Jun  
2013

59 17 15 14 13 By Phone Info/Referral 4300 963 997 1176 1164
11 5 4 1 1 In Person Info/Referral 1704 429 381 382 512

Domestic Violence 1723 494 382 427 420 DV Crisis Calls 231 46 39 55 91
Child Victims of Sexual Abuse 30 7 9 10 4 Crisis Intervention 1622 419 381 333 489
Child Victims of Physical Abuse 19 6 2 8 3 Follow‐Up Counsel/Contact 3470 974 858 1006 632
Adult Victims of Sexual Assault 3 1 0 1 1 Individual Counseling 68 19 17 16 16
Adult Victims Molested as Children 8 6 0 1 1 Group Counseling 220 40 71 27 82
Victims of Stalking 35 12 12 4 7 Life Skills  33 0 0 17 16
Victims of Robbery 2 0 1 0 1 Personal Advocacy 4615 1395 1168 1169 883
Victims of Elder Abuse 0 0 0 0 0 Shelter 113 29 22 31 31
Other Victimization: 0 0 0 Bednights  2969 439 610 1105 815
Kidnapping/trafficking 0 0 0 0 0
harrassment, indecent 5 4 0 0 1 Emergency Financial Aid: 2225 412 572 675 566

0 0 0 0 0 Food Boxes 696 225 171 151 149
exposure, obscene 0 0 0 0 0 Personal Care Supplies Boxes 166 34 33 63 36
phone calls 0 0 0 0 0 Janitorial Boxes 56 11 8 13 24
survivor of homicide 4 0 4 0 0 Taxi rides 27 1 14 7 5
suicide/sexting 0 0 0 0 0 Client Fuel 46 13 11 16 6

0 0 0 0 0 Prescriptions 30 6 12 10 2
Bus Tickets 6 5 1 0 0

Total served 1899 552 429 466 452 School Fees/ Supplies 20 19 1 0 0
Medical Visit 20 2 7 5 6

Meals Served 21565 10424 11141 12017 8328 Childcare  104 22 20 16 46
Misc. 1 0 1 0 0
Rape victim Kits 32 9 4 10 9
phone cards 7 1 3 3 0
changed locks 1 1 0 0 0
McDonald Coupons 0 0 0 0 0
christmas /birthday gifts 32 0 17 15 0
postage 25 13 4 5 3
personal supplies 946 45 265 359 277
Hotel/Motel 10 5 0 2 3

Emergency Legal Advocacy 351 61 40 137 113
Criminal Justice Support 663 268 124 114 157
Assistance Filing Compensation 498 159 78 143 118

Other Services: 5741 1599 1321 1676 1145
Van Transportation 1376 402 404 318 252
Translation 393 35 100 246 12
Safety Planning 157 32 22 37 66
Assessments 1910 533 430 504 443
Case Management 1383 433 245 391 314
DI Vouchers 33 5 5 17 6
Household items 105 6 9 74 16
FUM 3 1 0 1 1
Haircuts 3 1 2 0 0
ER visit 24 12 5 6 1
Job Application support 23 0 11 5 7
Car Seats 2 0 0 2 0
911 cellphones 3 2 0 1 0
Faxes/letters/copies 326 137 88 74 27
Total Services  28823 7252 6679 8062 6830

 

Rape
Assault

custody

Robbery











 

 

RECAP OF ELECTRICAL WORK PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF TWIN FALLS 

FOR THE TWIN FALLS SENIOR CENTER 

 

The following report from our Information Systems Department outlines the work performed 

by city personnel at the Twin Falls Senior Center as part of the projects outlined in their MPOG 

request. 

 

There was a total of $2,372.66 in materials used as outlined in the report.  In addition, there 

was work performed by Balanced Rock Electric due to time constraints in the amount of 

$1,124.63 bringing the total invoices paid by the City of Twin Falls to $3,497.31.  No labor by 

City of Twin Falls personnel is included in this amount. 

 

 

 

 



Twin Falls Senior Center Electrical Projects 

Part #1 

  This project consisted of installing conduit and wiring for six electrical outlets, and installation 

of conduit for ten network connection in the computer lab, server cabinet and materials for 

connecting these connections to the internet. 

Total man hours 18                           

Approximate total material cost $1117.20   

Part #2  

  This included installing a power pole, conduit and dedicated wiring for a serving bar in the 

cafeteria portion of the facility.  

Total man hours 12                         

Approximate total material cost $536.64 

Part #3  

  This included installing dedicated conduit and wiring for a new steam pot in the kitchen near 

the serving counter.  

Total man hours 12                           

Approximate total material cost $478.27 

Part #4  

Trouble shoot and fix electric oven cord.  

Total man hours 2                           

Approximate total material cost $47.57 

Part #5  

Replace cover plates for floor outlets  

Total man hours 2                           

Approximate total material cost $193.00 

 

 



  All parts of this project consisted of cutting into the existing walls running conduit, crawling 

through the attic running all cables and conduit to a central location in the electric/mechanical 

room. The city communication personnel coordinated with getting telephone and network 

connection with the Senior Centers service providers. 



   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Municipal Powers Outsource Grant 
Midyear Report 2013 

 
The Fifth Judicial District CASA Program requested grant funds to recruit, train and support new 
volunteers to advocate for neglected and abused children in the city of Twin Falls who are 
involved in child protection cases.   
 
Since July 1, 2013, our CASA Program advocated for 188 Twin Falls children.   We have trained 
8 new volunteers for cases within the city.  With the help of your grant funds, these new 
volunteers have: 
 

• Accepted 6 new child protection cases 
• Represented 14 more children 
• Driven 840 miles to investigate these cases 
• Spent 36 hours in court 
• Visited with the children for 84 hours 
• Written reports for 12 hours 
• Completed 240 hours of training 

 

 
 
Catherine Floyd 
Treasurer 
Fifth Judicial District CASA Program, Inc. 
 
 
cc:  Tahna Barton, Executive Director 

Board of Directors 
 
Randy Hansen 
President 
 
William Kezele 
Vice President 
 
Jennifer Meeks 
Secretary 
 
Catherine Floyd 
Treasurer 
 
Todd Ames 
Lyman Drake 
 Lee Heider 
Jim Lynch 
Donna Stalley 
Jane Thompson 
  
 
 

716 Bridge Street, Twin Falls, Idaho  83301 
(208) 735-1177   fax (208) 324-2016 

www.5thcasaidaho.org 

Dec. 3, 2013 
 
City of Twin Falls 
P. O. Box 1907 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83303 
 
  
 
 



Fifth Judicial District CASA Program
MPOG 2013 Budget Activity to 11/30/13

Budget Item Budget Amount Expenses to Date Remaining Balance

Personnel
Recruiter 900.00$                       624.00$                         276.00$                   
Trainer 1,920.00$                   1,080.00$                      840.00$                   
Taxes 244.00$                       147.39$                         96.61$                      

Supplies
Recruiment Folders 180.00$                       180.00$                         -$                          
NCASA Recruitment Brochures 186.00$                       186.00$                   
Postage 74.00$                         46.00$                           28.00$                      
15 Volunteer Manuals 150.00$                       150.00$                         -$                          

Background Checks
Idaho Supreme Court, 15 @ $40 600.00$                       307.50$                         292.50$                   

Volunteer Mileage
Reimbursed at .485 per mile 1,746.00$                   318.95$                         1,427.05$                

Total Amounts 6,000.00$                   2,853.84$                      3,146.16$                



The Twin Falls Municipal Band 
2013 

 
The Twin Falls Municipal Bands’ goal of providing 10 concerts in the city park for the summer 
2013 was accomplished. Please see the recap below. 
 
The Band consisted of:   58 Playing musicians 
       6 Flutes  1 Oboe 
       9 Clarinets  2 Bass Clarinets 
       3 Tenor Saxophones 1 Baritone Saxophone 
       4 Alto Saxophones 2 Bassoons 
       4 French Horns 11 Trumpets 
       6 Trombones  2 Baritones 
       7 Percussionists 1 Sound Technician 
       1 Full time Emcee 2 Part time Emcee’s 
       1 conductor/musical director 
 
Rehearsals:      12 Tuesday evening rehearsals 
Concerts:      10 Regular Thursday/July 4th concerts 

(included was the combined concert 
June 27, with the 25th Army Band) 

       1 Additional performance at the MVAC 
 
Payment scale:     $15.00 for rehearsals  
       $15.00 for concerts 
       $5.00 guest conductor allowance 
       $5.00 special soloist performance 
       $30.00 perfect attendance allowance 
       $10.00 MVAC concert 
Payments made:      
Rehearsal/Concert payments per by-laws  $15915.00 
Perfect Attendance Bonus    $765.00 
Guest conductor pay     $300.00 
Special Soloist      $  20.00 
MVAC pay      $520.00 
Musical Director, Secretary/Treasurer, Librarian,  
Business Manager, Equipment Storage &  
Maintenance, & Script Writing   $  2876.00 
Total       $20396.00 
 
Funds received from City of Twin Falls:  $21200.00 
Donation from Rotary for Music:   $    500.00 
Donation from Ataraxis:    $    153.75 
Total funds from all sources:   $21853.75 
Total payments:     $20396.00 
Operating expenses and memberships:  $  1195.56 
Remaining balance:     $    262.19     
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2013	  Municipal	  Powers	  Outsource	  Grant	  Report	  

	  
	  
December	  3,	  2013	  
	  
	  
Mayor	  Lanting	  and	  City	  Council	  Members,	  	  
	  
First	  off	  we	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  you	  for	  awarding	  the	  Boys	  &	  Girls	  Clubs	  of	  Magic	  
Valley	  through	  the	  MPOG	  in	  the	  amount	  of	  $11,500.	  	  We	  consider	  it	  a	  great	  privilege	  
to	  partner	  with	  the	  City	  of	  Twin	  Falls	  that	  believes	  in	  our	  mission	  and	  knows	  the	  
need	  the	  community	  has	  for	  our	  youth	  to	  have	  a	  Club.	  	  Through	  the	  funding	  we	  
received	  we	  were	  able	  to	  provide	  a	  music	  program,	  fitness	  program,	  and	  art	  
program	  during	  our	  first	  and	  second	  quarters	  of	  our	  afterschool	  program.	  	  Along	  
with	  these	  programs	  we	  were	  able	  to	  have	  quality	  coordinators	  run	  the	  programs	  
and	  fund	  a	  small	  portion	  of	  our	  operating	  costs	  for	  our	  building.	  	  	  
	  
From	  our	  original	  grant	  application	  we	  were	  fortunate	  enough	  to	  be	  funded	  half	  of	  
what	  we	  requested.	  	  The	  following	  is	  a	  breakdown	  of	  where	  the	  funds	  were	  
expended:	  
	  

Recreational	  Programs:	  	  
(Each	  category	  includes,	  but	  is	  not	  limited	  to:	  materials/supplies,	  field	  trips,	  
transportation,	  percentage	  of	  utility	  and	  liability	  insurance.)	  
	  
Fitness	  Academy	  Program	   	   	   	   	   	   $1,375	  

	   Music	  Program	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $2,000	  	  	  
	   Art	  Program	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $1,375	  

Coordinators	  (3	  coord.)	   	   	   	   	   	   $6,471	  
	  

Facility	  Safety	  Issues:	  
Staff	  Communication	  Systems	  (Radio’s	  &	  Headsets)	   	   $	  	  	  279	  
	   	   	  

	  
The	  following	  are	  some	  of	  the	  goals	  we	  were	  able	  to	  accomplish	  through	  this	  
funding.	  	  In	  our	  fitness	  program	  we	  had	  117	  kids	  participate.	  	  Through	  this	  program	  
kids	  were	  taught	  a	  variety	  of	  different	  sports	  ranging	  from	  hockey	  to	  basketball,	  
along	  with	  partnering	  with	  others	  in	  the	  community	  such	  as	  Gold’s	  Gym	  to	  teach	  the	  
kids	  about	  fitness.	  	  	  
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During	  our	  music	  program	  another	  75	  kids	  participated	  during	  both	  quarters	  to	  
learn	  different	  music	  and	  dancing	  techniques,	  along	  with	  techniques	  on	  how	  to	  
perform.	  	  They	  were	  able	  to	  perform	  their	  routine	  at	  the	  Magic	  Valley	  Mall	  this	  last	  
month.	  	  Our	  art	  program	  had	  54	  kids	  sign	  up	  to	  participate	  in	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  art	  
projects	  and	  attend	  community	  art	  venues.	  	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  2nd	  quarter	  the	  kids	  
will	  be	  having	  an	  art	  show	  showcasing	  all	  the	  projects	  from	  both	  quarters.	  	  	  With	  
this	  funding	  were	  also	  able	  to	  buy	  radios	  and	  headsets	  for	  our	  staff	  to	  use	  to	  better	  
communicate	  with	  each	  other	  in	  their	  program	  areas	  to	  the	  front	  desk	  when	  parents	  
arrived	  to	  pick	  up	  their	  kids	  and	  keep	  thing	  moving	  more	  smoothly.	  	  	  
	  
All	  of	  our	  club	  kids	  come	  from	  different	  life	  challenges	  and	  circumstances.	  	  These	  
programs	  have	  given	  them	  the	  opportunity	  to	  be	  engaged	  in	  recreational	  activities	  
that	  are	  provided	  in	  a	  safe	  environment,	  while	  being	  mentored	  by	  a	  caring	  adult.	  	  
Our	  hope	  through	  these	  programs	  is	  to	  teach	  and	  give	  them	  the	  tools	  they	  need	  to	  
become	  productive,	  caring,	  and	  responsible	  citizens	  in	  our	  community.	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  



 
 

Request: 

 Consideration of the creation and the establishment of various committees of the City Council of the City of Twin 
Falls to ensure the City operate in compliance with Resolution 1912. 

Time Estimate: 

The presentation will take approximately 15 minutes in addition to time needed for answering questions. 

Background: 

On December 2, 2013, the City Council of the City of Twin Falls adopted Resolution 1912.  The purpose of the 
Resolution is to “…declare a policy of transparency and openness in City Government in order to promote 
accountability, to enhance dissemination of public information, and to encourage citizen participation in city 
government.” 
 
Section 3 of Resolution 1912 states: 
 

Section 3: The Idaho Open Meeting Law applies only to meetings of the governing board of a 
public agency or sub-agency which is created by statute, ordinance, or other legislative act, with 
the authority to make decisions for or recommendations to a public agency regarding any matter. 
The Idaho Attorney General, in the Idaho Open Meeting Law Manual, states that “the Open 
Meeting Law does not apply to voluntary, internal staff meetings if the group is not created by or 
pursuant to statute, ordinance or other legislative act, even though the discussions may lead to 
recommendations to the governing body.” A subcommittee is a creation of, and is responsible to, 
the agency that created it. 
 
In order to provide more transparency in City government, neither the Twin Falls City Council nor 
any of its commissions will permit the formation of ad hoc volunteer groups intended to report back 
to the City Council or commission, unless that group is formed as a committee or commission, 
created by a vote of the City Council or commission. No more than two elected City Council 
persons may serve on any committee, including ad hoc groups and subcommittees created by 
statute, ordinance, or other legislative act. The City Council, and its committees and commissions, 
shall always comply with all requirements of the Idaho Open Meeting Law. 

  
In order to ensure the City is operating in compliance with Resolution 1912, the City Council will need to review the 
work groups that have been created and transform them into recognized committees.  Those committees are the 
economic development ready team, waste water treatment plant operator contract extension, ZOAC and Twin Falls 
URA Downtown and Old Towne improvement committee. 
 
Economic Development Ready Team 
 
Purpose:   The purpose of the economic development ready team is to encourage and create opportunities for 
collaboration between the City of Twin Falls and its economic development partners.  The ready team compiles 
information and develops economic development strategies for site visits.  It also serves as “the face of the 
community” when hosting and entertaining economic development opportunities during those visits and interactions.   
This team helps further the strategic planning objectives contained in "Prosperous Community” section of the City’s 
strategic plan. 
 

Date:  Monday, December 9, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager 
  



Membership:  By design, membership on the committee is determined by roles and positions, not individuals.  Those 
on the committee are:  the Mayor, Vice Mayor, URA Chairperson, URA Vice Chair, Chamber of Commerce 
President/CEO, SIEDO Executive Director, Business Plus representative, and City staff.   The Council might consider 
adding two citizen representatives to this group.  
 
The second part of the economic development ready team is composed of additional economic development 
partners. The committee is composed of members of our community and they represent the different economic 
sectors in our community.  Members of the internal team are also on the committee.  We have both the public and 
private sectors represented.  We typically assemble this team once a quarter.    
 
Current City Council Members:  Greg Lanting, Don Hall and Shawn Barigar. 
 
Meetings:  The economic development ready team tries to get together twice per month; typically it has been at the 
first and third Monday of each month at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Overflow. 
 
Because of the nature and size of the committee, staff asks this committee be given the opportunity to continue to 
meet in the City Council overflow and St. Luke’s hospital.  This committee will comply with all of the Idaho Open 
Meetings requirements.  However, “streaming” this committee could be a challenge.   
 
 
Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator Contract Extension Workgroup 
 
Purpose:   The purpose of the committee would be to construct a 10-year extension to the current waste water 
services contract that would be brought to the City Council for consideration and ratification.  If a committee was 
created, it is important to note that some of its work would be conducted in executive session.  Idaho Code Section 
67‐2345 (1)(a) and (b) would permit this committee to enter into executive sessions for the purpose of considering 
hiring or evaluating an “individual agent”.  After negotiations had concluded, the committee would discuss and review 
the proposed contract in a public setting and in compliance with the Idaho Open Meeting Laws and Twin Falls City 
Council Resolution 1912.  This group would make recommendation to the City Council.  After, it would be dissolved. 
 
Membership:  Primarily composed of City staff, it could include up to two members of the City Council to assist in the 
negotiations of a new 10-year Agreement.  An alternative to the committee would be to have the City’s staff negotiate 
the contract and present it to the City Council for its consideration in a public setting after negotiations have been 
completed.  
 
Current City Council Members:  Greg Lanting, Chris Talkington and Suzanne Hawkins. 
 
Meetings:  This work group has met twice.  Both meetings were used to create intended outcomes from the 
negotiations.   
 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee (ZOAC) 
 
Purpose:   The purpose of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee (ZOAC) is to provide input and direction to 
City staff regarding the creation of amendments to  City Code Title 10, the City’s zoning ordinance.  The City’s 
Comprehensive Plan recommends several zoning ordinance amendments that are necessary to achieve the Plan’s 
desired development outcomes.  Also, the City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission from time-to-time will 
identify zoning ordinance provisions that have become outdated or are otherwise inadequate and in need of 
amendment.  The ZOAC is the first group to provide public input when zoning ordinance amendments are being 
prepared.  The ZOAC helps further the strategic planning objectives contained in "Healthy,” “Accessible,” 
“Environmental,” and “Prosperous Community” sections of the strategic plan. 
 
In the fall of 2012, the City Council approved a list of several potential zoning ordinance amendments for the ZOAC 
to begin working on.  The ZOAC has completed some of the amendments from the list, has reviewed and determined 
that a couple of the amendments are not necessary, and are currently working on four more.  Other potential 
amendments could be added to the list, but not by the ZOAC.  Amendments can only be added to the list by action of 



the Planning & Zoning Commission or City Council, though it may be reasonable for the ZOAC to recommend that 
the Commission or Council add an amendment to the list. 
 
Membership:  The ZOAC currently has six committee members.  By design, membership on the ZOAC is partly 
determined by roles and positions, and partly by general City residency.  Two members of the ZOAC are current 
Councilpersons and two are current Planning & Zoning Commissioners.  The final two members are at large City 
residents.  Currently, the ZOAC members are Vice-Mayor Don Hall, Councilman Chris Talkington, Commissioner 
Tom Frank, Commissioner Jason Derricott, Resident Kevin Dane, and Resident Kevin Mahler.  The ZOAC is 
supported by City staff working in the Community Development, and Planning & Zoning Department. 
 
Meetings:  The ZOAC generally meets twice a month.  Those meetings have typically been from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on the first and third Wednesday of the month in the in the Council Overflow room. 
 
The ZOAC operates much more like a work group or work session than a typical advisory board or commission.  
They don’t listen to and act on formal presentations or requests; rather they face each other, sitting around a table 
discussing/debating the various options for inclusion into City Code language in a very free flowing and informal 
manner.  Therefore, staff asks this committee be given the opportunity to continue to meet in City Council overflow, 
like the Planning & Zoning Commission work sessions.  The ZOAC meetings will comply with all of the Idaho Open 
Meetings requirements. 
 
 
Twin Falls Urban Renewal Agency – Downtown Improvement Committee 
 
Purpose:   The purpose of the committee is to review the 2013 Facility Assessment for Downtown and Old Towne 
and develop a comprehensive strategy to make infrastructure improvements in the URA’s revenue allocation area #1.  
This is workgroup that has been created by the URA.  The URA has invited members of the City Council and City 
staff to participate in the development of the downtown redevelopment strategies as it relates to infrastructure 
improvements.  
 
Membership:  Primarily composed of City staff, it could include up to two members of the City Council to assist in 
reviewing possible improvements with members of the Twin Falls Urban Renewal Agency. 
 
Current City Council Members:  Don Hall, Chris Talkington and Rebecca Mills-Sojka. 
 
Meetings:  This work group has met once.  Meeting dates and times are determined by the URA. 
 
 

Approval Process:  
Approval requires a simple majority vote of the City Council members present on the direction to be taken.  Based on 
the actions taken at meeting, the City staff will craft a Resolution formally creating these committees.  Staff 
anticipates the Resolution will be placed before the City Council at the December 16th regularly scheduled meeting. 

 
Budget Impact: 

There is no budget impact associated with this request. 

Regulatory Impact: 

There are no regulatory impacts associated with this request. 
 

Attachments 
1. Resolution 1912 

 









 
 

Request: 

 Consideration of a request submitted by Mr. Timothy Okal of the REO Development Group, LLC, to have the City 
Council reconsider its actions of November 25, 2013: to “begin negotiations with Beckley Media and to complete 
negotiations with Beckley Media by January 31, 2014 and to be brought to Council for consideration no later than 
February 3, 2013.”     

Time Estimate: 

The presentation will take approximately 10 minutes in addition to time needed for answering questions. 

Background: 

On December 3, 2013Mr. Timothy Okal of the REO Development Group, LLC, submitted a letter via e-mail to the 
members of the City Council and requested:  
 

A) That REO Development Group, LLC be granted the opportunity to appear before the City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting to formally request the Council to reopen its deliberations concerning a jump over 
the Snake River Canyon, and 
 
(B)  That REO Development Group, LLC also be granted the opportunity to appear before the City Council at 
the same regularly scheduled meeting to formally present its response to the "Memorandum" which Beckley 
Media, LLC submitted prior to the November 25, 2013 meeting of the Council at which the Council selected 
Beckley Media as the primary group to begin negotiations to jump the Snake River Canyon. 

  
At this meeting, the members of the City Council must determine if it will formally hear REO Development Groups, 
LLC’s request.  The City will not officially "hear" their request for reconsideration at this meeting.  If a majority of the 
members of the City Council vote to hear the request, the issue will be placed on the December 16th City Council 
Agenda. 
  
Should the City Council decide to officially hear this issue, staff recommends it be placed t on the December 
16th meeting agenda.  At this meeting, the City Council will hear this issue and members of REO Development 
Group team will be given time (typically 15 minutes) to address the issue and present information to the City Council 
to support the request.  Opposing sides will also be allotted time to voice their thoughts on the matter at hand.  The 
City Council must decide if it going to also allow for public testimony to be heard.   
 
Should a majority of the City Council move to approve the request for reconsideration at  the December 16th meeting, 
the issue of determining who will have the opportunity to use the City's property as a jump site will be  decided at a 
future City Council meeting.  The City Council will also outline the process it intends to use should the request for 
reconsideration be granted.  The decision to use the scoring matrix provided should be made during the Council's 
discussion about the process. 
 

Approval Process:  
 Approval requires a simple majority vote of the City Council members present. 

  

Date:  Monday, November 25, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager 
  



Budget Impact: 

There is no budget impact associated with this request. 

Regulatory Impact: 

There are no regulatory impacts associated with this request. 
 

Attachments 
1. Letter, Matrix and information submitted by Mr. Timothy Okal of the REO Development Group, LLC. 

 



 
REO DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

 
7610 W. NORTH AVENUE  

ELMWOOD PARK, ILLINOIS 60707 

 
 
 
 
December 3, 2013 
 
Twin Falls City Council 
321 Second Ave. E. 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council: 
 
We are the owners of REO Development Group, LLC and we are very grateful for the 
consideration the Council gave to our vision and credentials for an event featuring a 
jump over the Snake River Canyon next year.  It was quite an honor to be put next in line 
for negotiations.  
 
Nonetheless, the reason for our communiqué today is to request that the Council re-
open its deliberations on the subject.  Council clearly acted within its powers previously, 
but we worry that it may not have given itself adequate time to consider the enormity and 
complexity of staging a nationally televised community event, not to mention the revenue 
and cost implications.  A quick review of the attached list of event partner criteria – 
developed by our team as a presentation aid – might help bring this into better focus. 
 
In addition, on behalf of all the applicants, we would like an opportunity to appear before 
the Council to respond to the memorandum that Beckley Media sent to the Council prior 
to the Monday November 25, 2013 meeting at which Beckley was selected.  In our view, 
the memorandum contains errors that ought to be disputed on the record. 
 
Of course, we believe REO has the engineering, communications, promotion, event 
management, and community affairs qualifications that best meet the Twin Falls mission 
of safety, security and brand advancement.  If granting this request for reconsideration 
serves to make those professional qualifications more apparent and leads to a different 
outcome, then so be it. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
REO Development Group Ownership 
 
Miles Daisher 
David Rosengard 
Hud Englehart 
Timothy Okal 
Pete Moran 
Luke Aikins 
 
cc:  Mr. Travis Rothweiler 
 Mr. Mike Williams 
 Mr. Fritz Wonderlich 
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REO DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

 
7610 W. NORTH AVENUE  

ELMWOOD PARK, ILLINOIS 60707 

 
        December 6, 2013 
 
To The Honorable Members of the City Council: 
 
Attached is the Request For Reconsideration we respectfully submit for review by 
Council.  There are two reasons we are asking you to reconsider your decision to 
negotiate exclusively with Beckley Media for a permit to use City land for a jump over the 
Snake River Canyon.  
  
First, we think the provisions of an Idaho Department of Lands (IDOL) lease have been 
widely misconstrued. As a result, Beckley Media’s threat of litigation may have been 
accorded significance far beyond the legal merits.  Here’s why: 
 

The lease requires approval from Twin Falls for its continuance and categorically 
provides that the auction winner’s bid, once deposited, is non-refundable.  Every 
applicant, including Beckley, agreed to the terms of the lease prior to the IDOL’s 
well-publicized auction.  

 
Each and every applicant knew that the IDOL land lease was NOT a guarantee 
of Twin Falls approval. In fact, the applicants understood that the two outcomes 
were never connected and that the auction was a high stakes gamble.  The 
bidders, including Beckley presumably, anted up with eyes wide open. 

 
Twin Falls did exactly the right thing by seeking qualifications for a jump (and an 
associated event) because IDOL did no such thing. The State’s mission was the 
money … and now they have it.  Who else then but the City Council to go about 
the rightful task of selecting a jump partner acceptable, first and foremost, to its 
own taxpayer constituents?  What other way but for Council’s diligence to protect 
and promote the safety, security and brand image of Twin Falls?  

 
Second, we worry that in the few short days between applicant presentations and 
partner selection, the City may have underestimated the enormity of the procurement 
represented by its Request for Qualifications (RFQ).   
 
We know from experience that the Snake River jump is likely to be a complex, all-
encompassing multi-million dollar community event.  An event of this magnitude requires 
economic, social, media/communication and cross jurisdictional “engineering” far beyond 
what is contemplated to propel a jumper from one side of the Canyon to the other.   
 

That leads us to believe that the criteria for selecting a partner ought to be as 
broadly conceived as the impact of the event itself … and that applicants should 
satisfy the criteria selection in advance of a selection. 

 
We believe our concerns are shared by many of your constituents. So we hope that you 
will give us a chance to convince you that reopening your RFQ deliberations is in the 
best interests of Twin Falls and all its citizens. 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 

REO Development Group, LLC 
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