
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
SHAWN    DON   SUZANNE   GREGORY    JIM    REBECCA   CHRIS 
BARIGAR   HALL   HAWKINS  LANTING    MUNN, JR.  MILLS SOJKA  TALKINGTON 
         Vice Mayor      Mayor 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

5:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

PROCLAMATIONS:  

November 21, 2013 - Grief Awareness Day – Request made by Revis Turner. 

National Hospice and Palliative Care Month – Request made by Tom Mikesell. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for November 5 – 12, 2013, 

total:  $280,759.42 and November 7, 2013, payroll, total:  $117,321.98. 
2. Consideration of a request to approve the October 28, 2013, City Council Minutes. 
3. Consideration of a request to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 

Decision for the Final Plat of the Dunthorn Subdivision. 
4. Consideration of a request for the approval of the Annual Festival of Lights Parade to be 

held on Friday, December 6, 2013. 
5. Consideration of a request to approve the 23rd Annual Christmas in the Night Time Sky 

Event to be held at 2862 Addison Avenue East on November 29, 2013. 

 
 
Action 
 
Action 
Action 
 
Action 
 
Action 
 
 

 
 
Sharon Bryan 
 
Leila A. Sanchez 
Mitchel Humble 
 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 
 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 
 
 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Consideration of a request to acquire property for the purpose of placing a water storage 

reservoir at 183 Hankins Road. 
 

2. Discussion and possible direction regarding the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee’s 
progress on drafting an amendment to City Code 10-4-19: Canyon Rims Overlay District. 

 
3. Discussion on the Idaho Open Meeting Law and possible action on a resolution (attached) 

requiring meetings of committees, subcommittees, and work groups of the City to publicly 
notice and post their meetings, keep minutes, and open such meetings to the public except 
as otherwise provided in the Open Meeting Law. 
 

4. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 
 

 
Action 
 
 
Discussion/ 
Direction 
 
Discussion/ 
Possible Action 

 
Jacqueline Fields 
 
 
Mitchel Humble 
 
 
Rebecca Mills Sojka 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

  

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:           None 
 

 
 

 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:    
 

 
 

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at  
(208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez   
(208)735-7287. 
  

AGENDA 
Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council 

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Twin Falls City Council-Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 
 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing procedures. 
2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the Mayor, approach the 

microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their comments.  Following their statements, 
they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make 
an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  
No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 

 A complete explanation and description of the request. 
 Why the request is being made. 
 Location of the Property. 
 Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
 The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor 
may limit public testimony to no less than two minutes per person. 

 Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under consideration, may 
select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

 Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the public on the 
overhead projector. 

 Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
 

6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City Council, as 
recognized by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  The Mayor 
may again establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and 
decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public 
Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural 
questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 
prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor. 



Office of the Mayor 
City of Twin Falls, Idaho 

cÜÉvÄtÅtà|ÉÇ 
Grief Awareness Day 

WHEREAS, 	one 	out 	of 	20 	children 	will 	experience 	the 	death 	of 	a 	parent 	before 	
they 	graduate 	from 	high 	school 	and 	one 	out 	of 	5 	children 	will 	face 	the 	death 	of 	
someone 	close 	to 	them 	during 	these 	early 	years. 	 	

WHEREAS, 	children 	who 	have 	experienced 	the 	loss 	of 	a 	loved 	one, 	especially 	a 	
friend 	or 	close 	family 	member, 	may 	carry 	that 	loss 	with 	them 	forever 	as 	they 	
struggle 	to 	understand 	why 	their 	loved 	one 	was 	taken 	away 	and 	are 	in 	need 	of 	
emotional 	support 	to 	help 	them 	cope 	with 	the 	aftermath 	of 	losing 	a 	loved 	one 	
and 	facilitate 	the 	reconstruction 	of 	their 	lives; 	and 	

WHEREAS, 	Kids 	Count 	Too!, 	Inc., 	a 	non‐profit 	organization, 	volunteers 	to 	
provide 	grief 	support 	for 	children, 	teens 	and 	families 	who 	have 	experienced 	the 	
loss 	of 	a 	loved 	one 	and 	call 	attention 	to 	the 	issue 	of 	children’s 	grief, 	to 	increase 	
awareness 	that 	children 	are 	not 	left 	alone 	or 	forgotten 	in 	the 	midst 	of 	their 	
grief, 	and 	are 	asking 	our 	citizens 	to 	wear 	the 	color 	blue 	as 	a 	sign 	of 	solidarity. 	

THEREFORE, 	 I, 	 Gregory 	 L. 	 Lanting, 	 Mayor 	 of 	 the 	 City 	 of 	 Twin 	 Falls, 	 therefore 	
proclaim 	 November 	 21, 	 2013, 	 as 	 Grief 	 Awareness 	 Day 	 and 	 encourage 	 the 	
citizens 	 of 	 Twin 	 Falls 	 to 	 increase 	 their 	 understanding 	 and 	 awareness 	 of 	 this 	
day 	with 	the 	appropriate 	activities 	and 	programs. 	

	

	

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused this seal to be affixed. 
               

                ____________________________________________ 

                Mayor Gregory L. Lanting 
                 

Attest: 

  ____________________________________________ 

Leila A. Sanchez  

Date:   November 12, 2013 

 



Office of the Mayor 
City of Twin Falls, Idaho 

cÜÉvÄtÅtà|ÉÇ 

National Hospice and Palliative Care Month 

 

 WHEREAS, hospice and palliative care offer the highest quality services and support to patients and family 
caregivers facing serious and life-limiting illness and palliative care providers take the time to ask what’s important to 
those they are caring for – and listen to what their patients and families say; 

 WHEREAS, skilled and compassionate hospice and palliative care professionals—including physicians, nurses, 
social workers, therapists, counselors, health aides, and clergy—provide comprehensive care focused on the wishes of 
each individual patient; 

 WHEREAS, through pain management and symptom control, caregiver training and assistance, and emotional 
and spiritual support, allowing patients to live fully up until the final moments, surrounded and supported by the faces 
of loved ones, friends, and committed caregivers and the provision of quality hospice and palliative care reaffirms our 
belief in the essential dignity of every person, regardless of age, health, or social status, and that every stage of human 
life deserves to be treated with the utmost respect and care; 

WHEREAS, every year more than 1.5 million Americans living with life-limiting illness, and their families, 
received care from the nation’s hospice programs in communities throughout the United States and more than 468,000 
trained volunteers contribute 22 million hours of service to hospice program annually; 

WHEREAS, hospice and palliative care providers encourage all people to learn more about options of care and 
to share their wishes with family, loved ones, and their healthcare professionals; 

WHEREAS, the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization and our family of affiliate organizations 
based at the National Center for Care at the End of Life all work to help NHPCO’s more than 44,000 members work 
towards a shared vision of a world where individuals and families facing serious illness, death, and grief will 
experience the best that humankind can offer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the City of Twin Falls does hereby proclaim November 2013 as 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Month and encourage citizens to increase their understanding and awareness of 
care at the end of life and to observe this month with appropriate activities and programs. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused this seal to be affixed. 
               

                ____________________________________________ 

                Mayor Gregory L. Lanting 
                 

Attest: 

  ____________________________________________ 

Leila A. Sanchez  

Date:   November 12, 2013 

 



 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
SHAWN    DON   SUZANNE   GREGORY    JIM    REBECCA   CHRIS 
BARIGAR   HALL   HAWKINS  LANTING    MUNN, JR.  MILLS SOJKA  TALKINGTON 
         Vice Mayor      Mayor 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
PROCLAMATIONS:  “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month”.  Request made by Ken Stokesberry. 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 

I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for October 22 – 28, 2013. 
2. Consideration of a request to approve the October 14, 2013, City Council Minutes. 

 

 
 
Action 
Action 

 
 
Sharon Bryan 
Leila Sanchez 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. Update on the Hanging Flower Basket project along Shoshone Street. 
 

2. Discussion and possible action on the Canyon Rim Trail Plan from the Magic Valley Trail 
Enhancement Committee (MVTEC). 
 

3. Consideration of a request to approve the draft of a five year development plan for the Twin 
Falls Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
4. Consideration of a request to approve the 2014 Certified Local Government application to the 

Idaho State Historical Society from the Twin Falls City Historic Preservation Commission 
 

5. Consideration of a request for the Council’s consideration of the Final Plat of Desmond Estates 
Subdivision, 3.37 (+/-) acres consisting of three (3) lots on property located at 2851 Pole Line 
Road East.  

 
6. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 

 
 
Update 
 
Discussion/ 
Possible  
 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 
 

 
 
Dennis Bowyer 
 
Dennis Bowyer 
 
 
Randall Watson 
HPC 
 
Randall Watson 
HPC 
 
Mitchel Humble 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:            
 

 
 

 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:  
Executive Session 67-2345(1) (c) To conduct deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to 
acquire an interest in real property which is not owned by a public agency.   
(Specifically to conduct deliberations to acquire an interest in real property which is not owned by a 
public agency.) 

  

 
 

 
 

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at  
(208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez   
(208)735-7287. 
  

Minutes 
Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council 

Monday, October 28, 2013 
City Council Chambers 

305 3rd Avenue East -Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Present:  Shawn Barigar, Don Hall, Suzanne Hawkins, Greg Lanting, Jim Munn, Rebecca Mill Sojka, Chris Talkington  
Absent:   
Staff Present:  City Manager Travis Rothweiler, City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich, Community Development Director Mitchel Humble,  
 Parks & Recreation Director Dennis Bowyer, Public Information Officer Josh Palmer, 
 Assistant to the City Manager Mike Williams, Deputy City Clerk/Recording Secretary Leila A. Sanchez 
 
Mayor Lanting called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  He then invited all present, who wished to, to recite the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
with him and with Troop 81.   A quorum was present.  Mayor Lanting introduced staff. 
 
Troops 81, TF 7th Ward Stake House, were present. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None 

 
PROCLAMATIONS:  “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month”.  Request made by Ken Stokesberry. 
 
Mayor Lanting read the proclamation and presented it to Ken Stokesberry. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for October 22 – 28, 2013, total:$1,217,682.77 

September 25, 2013, Payroll, total:  $130,205.43 
September, 2013, total: $61,007.30 

2. Consideration of a request to approve the October 14, 2013, City Council Minutes. 
 
 

MOTION: 
Councilperson Talkington made a motion to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hall 

 and roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 
 
Councilperson Barigar stepped down at 5:08 p.m. from his Council seat. 

 
II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. Update on the Hanging Flower Basket project along Shoshone Street. 
 

Parks & Recreation Director Bowyer gave the presentation and reviewed the City’s expenses. 
 
Shawn Barigar, Chamber President, explained the Chamber’s expenses. 
 
Staff is planning to partner with the Chamber of Commerce on the Hanging Flower Baskets project next year unless otherwise 
directed. 
 
Council discussion followed. 
 
Shawn Barigar stated that he spoke with Dana Moss from Moss Greenhouse and she described the plans for next year’s pots. 
 
The Council are in agreement to have staff move forward to partner with the Chamber of Commerce for the 2014 Hanging Flower 
Basket Project. 

 
Shawn Barigar took his Council seat at 5:17 p.m. 
 

2. Discussion and possible action on the Canyon Rim Trail Plan from the Magic Valley Trail Enhancement Committee (MVTEC). 
 
 Parks & Recreation Director Bowyer explained the request. 
 

Council discussion followed. 
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-Fencing (wooden poles) 
-Reimbursement to the City from the developer for trail construction 
-Discussion to add trail project to the impact fee list 
-Grant process 
-Land and Water Conservation Funds grant program  

  
Vice Mayor Hall asked what type of fencing will be placed and if the City builds the trail would the City be reimbursed by the 
developer.  
 
Parks & Recreation Director Bowyer stated that the City builds the fence unless the developer chooses to enhance the fence as 
outlined in the “Enhanced Canyon Rim Trail Corridor Guidelines.” 
 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that staff has made an attempt to contact the property owner of the Pillar Falls development to 
discuss construction of the trail to add to the selling price.  The funds could then be recovered and at some point and time be applied 
back to the trail system.  The City cannot request reimbursement for the trail and fencing without an agreement with the developer if 
the City makes the improvements before the development constructs. 

   
In regards to adding trail projects to the impact fee list, City staff will further discuss the Impact Fee Program to finalize any proposed 
changes.  Then City staff will meet with the Impact Fee Committee on Thursday, November 14, 2013, to go over any proposed 
changes to the Impact Fee Program.   If the Impact Fee Committee has any recommendations, then their request will go before the 
Council at a future date. 

 
  Staff and the members of the Magic Valley Trail Enhancement Committee are recommending the following in order for the  
  development of sections of the Snake River Canyon Rim Trail system: 
 

1. Pursue the grant possibility with the State Parks and Recreation Department and other grants; use some of the matching funds 
from the MVTEC and the Twin Falls Community Foundation for the Pillar Falls section.  Details on how much funding the City would 
be requested in the grant process have not been determined nor how much of matching funds from the two groups should be used.  
Use additional funds of the remaining funds from the two groups along with City funds to construct the fencing for this section of trail.  
Combination of the paving the trail estimate and the fencing is approximately $78,000.  Dependent on the grant process, the worst 
case scenario would be for the City to expend approximately $48,000 to complete the Pillar Falls trail section.  
 
2. Complete the trail section that runs from the newly ending trail section of Pillar Falls that ends on Pole Line Road to the Preserve 
section.  This is approximately 320’ in length; it is recommended to be 10’ in width and constructed in asphalt to keep the surface 
consistency for the canyon rim trails and no fencing is required on this section.  With the estimate of $75 per linear foot for trails, the 
estimated cost would be $24,000.  Staff believes this section will be lower than the estimate as no major rock work will have to occur 
on this section. 
 
3. Work out an agreement with the owner of the Preserve to allow a temporary trail through the development from the corner of Pole 
Line Road and Eastland Drive North to the Evel Knievel jump site.  This temporary section of trail would be approximately 7,000’ in 
length.  No cost estimates on a temporary trail or fence has been calculated at this time. 
 
4. Develop the Evel Knievel section of trail that runs west from the end of the Centennial trail to the Preserve site.  This is all 
dependent on if anyone uses the jump site for an attempted jump over the canyon; this project might have to be put on hold for a 
while. 

 
Staff is seeking approval to move forward with the first two recommendations.  If an agreement with the developer of the Preserve can 
be reached, staff would get estimates for a temporary trail and fencing and report back to the Council before moving forward on the 
temporary trail across the Preserve. 
 
Council discussion followed. 
-Disbursement of funds 
-Trail at the north end of Harrison Street North  
-Rock Creek signs vandalized 

  
Parks & Recreation Director Bowyer stated that he will look into placing regrind for a temporary trail at the north end of Harrison Street 
North that connects with the trail along the Perrine Coulee.  The signs along the Rock Creek Canyon trail will be removed.   

 

 MOTION: 
Vice Mayor Hall made a motion to allow staff to move forward with the grant application process with the State Parks and Recreation 
Department and other grants; use some of the matching funds from the MVTEC and the Twin Falls Community Foundation for the 
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Pillar Falls section and to complete the trail section that runs from the newly ending trail section of Pillar Falls that ends on Pole Line 
Road to the Preserve section.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hawkins and roll call vote showed all members present 
voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 

 
 

3. Consideration of a request to approve the draft of a five year development plan for the Twin Falls Historic Preservation Commission. 
 

Randall Watson, Chairman for the HPC, explained the request.  He introduced Commission members Debbie Lattin, Nancy Taylor, 
Wendy Rice, and former member Darrell Buffaloe. 

 

 Focus Area 2 – Learning Community, (Initiative:  LC1.1 The City will support efforts of others in creating a well-educated and 
 trained community.) 

 Focus Area 6 – Prosperous Community (Objective PC1.B:  Protect the historic character of the downtown)  

 Focus Area 7 – Responsible Community, (Objective RC1.1A:  Develop a community engagement program that expands 
 community outreach to all segments of the community, using education efforts, market and promotional opportunities.) 

 
   Staff recommends approval of the draft five year plan and that the final plan is submitted for approval. 
 
   Council discussion followed. 
   -Create a Historic Overlay District for the Historic City Park District 
 

Councilmember Talkington stated that when he served on the Historic Commission with Darrell Buffaloe, the overlay districts in the 
past have been somewhat controversial, in limiting the property owners to sell, renovate, and reconstruct their homes.  He asked 
Randall Watson what limitations he envisions with the age and value of the home. 
 
Randall Watson stated that the design guidelines used in the Warehouse District give the property owner options to replace or retrofit.   
He envisions that the historic residential district guidelines will give property owners options and he does not see them as restrictive.  
 
Vice Mayor Hall stated that as liaison to the HPC, the Commission works with the property owner to keep the historic character of the 
building and he understands that many times the buildings need to be renovated to be utilized for new businesses.  There are now 
event centers that have kept the character of the building. 
 

   -Develop plan and cost/donation estimate for a Mobile City Museum and develop a construction and operation plan 
  

Vice Mayor Hall stated that discussion was held on a permanent museum site but the Commission would like something mobile to 
take around to schools and other locations.   

 
   Councilperson Talkington stated his concern of the guidelines not being very specific. 
 
   MOTION: 

Vice Mayor Hall made the motion to approve the draft of a five year development plan for the Twin Falls Historic Preservation 
Commission.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Munn and roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 

 
4. Consideration of a request to approve the 2014 Certified Local Government application to the Idaho State Historical Society from the 

Twin Falls City Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
   Randall Watson, Chairman for the HPC, explained the request. 
 

Each year the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has submitted a Certified Local Government (CLG) grant application for 
historic preservation activities. For 2014 the proposed application has two projects taken from our five year plan.   

 
The first priority is the rehabilitation of the Lincoln Street streetlights.  There are ten (10) historic street lights listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places that are in danger of deterioration beyond saving.  This grant will make repairs to the lights that will allow 
for the implementation of a preventive maintenance program to preserve them for many years.  The requested grant funding for this 
project is $5,788. 

 
The second priority is the development of design guidelines for the Historic City Park District.  The (HPC) Five-Year Plan includes a 
desire to codify a City Park Historic District. The guidelines will be used when this district becomes a codified overlay district when/if 
the City codifies a Park District.  Currently, this district is listed on the National Register of Historic Places but not in the local zoning 
code as an overlay district. The requested grant funding for this project is $6,000.  
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The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the Council approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the 2014 CLG 
application. 
 
Council discussion followed. 
-Spending of funds in the priority as listed 
-Codify an overlay district 
-Lincoln Street streetlights  
 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that the Commission has the ability to submit an addendum and request to use funds in a different 
manner and submit to the State Historical Society for authorization of the grant funds. 
 
Darrell Buffaloe, former HPC member, stated that whether or not the overlay district is approved, the guidelines will help assist 
property owners on how to maintain their property and the value of their property. 
 
Randall Watson stated that the Lincoln Street streetlights, if the grant is approved, should be completed within the fiscal year. 

 
MOTION: 
Vice Mayor Hall made a motion to approve the 2014 Certified Local Government application to the Idaho State Historical Society from 
the Twin Falls City Historic Preservation Commission.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Mills Sojka and roll call vote 
showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 

 
5. Consideration of a request for the Council’s consideration of the Final Plat of Desmond Estates Subdivision, 3.37 (+/-) acres 

consisting of three (3) lots on property located at 2851 Pole Line Road East.  
 

Community Development Director Humble explained the request.   
 
This item was scheduled for consideration by the Council at their October 14, 2103, meeting.  At that meeting, the item was tabled so 
staff could provide additional requested information regarding the Canyon Rim Trail that will be located near this property.  A question 
was asked about why this final plat did not include any trail dedication for the Canyon Rim Trail when the property is located along the 
Canyon Rim.  City Code 10-12-4-2 includes a list of those improvements that are required to be provided when property is subdivided.  
One of the required improvements on this list is bicycle pathways.  City Code 10-12-4-2(D) says: “Bicycle Pathways: A bicycle 
pathway shall be provided within all subdivisions, as part of the public right of way or separate easement, as may be specified in an 
overall bicycle plan as adopted by the council.” 

 
The City has adopted an overall bicycle plan.  It is included in Chapter 9 of the Comprehensive Plan and is titled, “Map 9-3: Existing 
and Proposed Recreational Trails.”  Per City Code 10-12-4-2(D), the City can require dedication and construction of bicycle paths as 
designated on this trail plan.  Attached is an exhibit showing the designated Canyon Rim Trail location overlaid onto an aerial photo of 
the subject and surrounding property. 
 
From the exhibit, the location of the Canyon Rim Trail is identified as running east/west through “The Preserve” development to the 
south of the subject property.  It then turns north and reaches the Canyon Rim again immediately east of the subject property.  Along 
its north/south alignment, the trail is intended to follow the subject property’s eastern property line.  At that point, the trail could be 
located on either side of the property line, but should generally be located parallel and close to it.  The trail plan does not show the 
trail coming back to the rim west of the subject property, nor following the rim along the subject property.  Therefore, City Code does 
not allow the City to require dedication of the trail in those locations. 
 
In addition, “The Preserve” planned unit development was created before the trail plan was adopted.  Therefore, the trail plan was 
created incorporating what was already planned in that PUD.  That PUD requires the developer of that property to construct an 
internal trail system that connects trails to Eastland Drive, Hankins Road, Carriage Lane and the Canyon Rim Trail.  The PUD does 
not set specific alignments within the property, but rather only requires the trail connections to be detached from the internal streets. 
 
Since City Code does not require trail dedication from this property along the Canyon Rim, and since the adjacent property is required 
to provide the trail connection from Eastland to the Canyon Rim Trail at the jump site, no trail dedication was required from the 
developer of the Desmond Estates Subdivision. 
 
Council discussion followed. 
Councilperson Mills Sojka asked if the Council would have the opportunity to “exact” right of way, review, make changes to the path 
and require access to the canyon rim. 
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City Attorney Wonderlich stated that he does not like the term “exacting right of way,” because this is not done unless a condemnation 
is taken place.  The City does require that developments that are adjacent to public infrastructure, if they are going to use the 
infrastructure, complete the infrastructure, and if they don’t, then they are not capable of development.  Ordinarily in larger 
subdivisions where there are substandard roads, the City requires the developer to dedicate additional right of way, because the 
existing roads will not support that subdivision.  The lot that the property is on was probably created 20 to 30 years ago. This is a 3 
acre parcel and he is not sure where the trail can be placed.   
 
Councilperson Mills Sojka asked if it was possible to go down the northern boundary then down the lot line of Lot 1.   
 
City Attorney Wonderlich stated that looking at the distance between the house, yard, and the rim, (1) he is not sure there is room to 
place a trail, and (2) if he were the property owner he would say never mind. 
 
Councilperson Mills Sojka stated that’s okay too.  It’s their property. 
 

   Council discussion followed. 
 
   MOTION: 

Councilperson Barigar made a motion to recommend approval to the Board of County Commissioners the final plat of the Desmond 
Estates Subdivision, as presented, subject to the five conditions recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission.   

1. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Building, Engineering, Fire, and Zoning officials to ensure 
compliance with all applicable City Code requirements and standards. 

2. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials of the development of the private 
bridge over the waterway.  

3. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials to ensure compliance with all 
applicable City Code requirements and standards of the development of the private drive to the proposed subdivision. 

4. Subject to final approval by the Twin Falls Board of County Commissioners. 
5. Subject to a note being placed on the final plat that no building permits will be issued until the roadway improvements for the 

road and bridge are completed. 
 
   The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hawkins.     

 
  MOTION: 

Councilperson Mill Sojka made an amendment to the motion to require trail improvements on the northern boundary of the lot and 
coming in the line of Lot 1 and Lot 2.  The motion failed due to a lack of a second. 

 
  Council discussion followed. 
  -Distance between the house and the east property line is approximately 220 square feet. 
 

Mayor Lanting stated he agrees with Councilperson Mills Sojka to have as much as the canyon rim as possible.  At some point it will 
come down fairness as well, because The Preserve will be required to build a trail. 

 
Councilperson Hawkins stated that for the amount of footage the City will gain this is a huge expense.  This isn’t a developer but a 
private property owner; when they bought the property did not know they were going to sell off part of their land.   

 
  Vice Mayor Hall said he agrees with Councilperson Hawkins.  He stated that it is okay to have interior trails.   
 
 

Roll call vote showed Councilperson Barigar, Hall, Hawkins, Lanting, Munn, and Talkington.  Councilperson Mills Sojka voted against 
the motion.  Approved 6 to 1. 

 
6. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
City Manager Rothweiler stated that the City Forum on Bike Path Connectivity will be held on Wednesday, November 6, 2013, at  
7:00 P.M.   
 
Vice Mayor Hall stated that Zip the Snake received a Special Use Permit recently, and he asked staff who would be taking noise 
complaints. Community Development Director Humble stated that the Planning & Zoning Department can be contacted. 
 
Councilperson Barigar stated that the Jump the Canyon RFQ has been reviewed by a work group that met today.  The work group is 
recommending that the applicants make their presentation before the Council in a public comment forum.   
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City Manager Rothweiler recommended meeting November 21, 2013, with the applicants, when the start time can be 3:00 p.m. or 
3:30 p.m., and the Council not meet the week of November 25, 2013. 
 
Council concurred with the recommendation. 

 
III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS:            
V. ADJOURNMENT:  

Executive Session 67-2345(1) (c) To conduct deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to acquire an interest in real property which is 
not owned by a public agency.   
(Specifically to conduct deliberations to acquire an interest in real property this is not owned by a public agency.) 
 
 
MOTION: 
Vice Mayor Hall made the motion to adjourn to Executive Session 67-2345(1) ( c) To conduct deliberations to acquire an interest in real 
property which is not owned by a public agency.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Barigar and roll call vote showed all 
members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:44 P.M. 
 
 
Leila A. Sanchez 
Deputy City Clerk/Recording Secretary 

 

 

















 
 

Request: 

Consideration of a request to acquire property for the purpose of placing a water storage reservoir at 183 
Hankins Rd.  

Time Estimate: 

The staff presentation will take approximately 5 minutes. 

Background: 

Communities use water supply reservoirs to address peak flows, fire flow and emergency storage. The City 
is in need of additional storage. Money was placed in the water department budget to acquire land. 
Optimally, a site will be located close to existing pumping facilities for efficiency, reduced initial capital costs 
and reduced operational costs. A site has been located due south of the existing Hankins pump station and 
reservoir property. The negotiated price of the property is $450,000. 

Approval Process: 

Budget Impact: 

The Water Department has $350,000 budgeted for this purpose and will fund the remainder with reserves.  

Regulatory Impact: 

Conclusion: 

Staff recommends that the Council approve the request to acquire the property south of the Hankins pump 
station facility. 

Attachments: 

1. Record of survey 

 

Date:  Tuesday November, 12, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Jacqueline D Fields, City Engineer 
 





 
 

 

Request: 

Discussion and possible direction regarding the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee’s progress on drafting an 
amendment to City Code 10-4-19: Canyon Rims Overlay District. 

Time Estimate: 

The staff report for this item will take about five minutes.  This item has the potential to generate a lengthy discussion 
following the brief presentation.  The committee members plan to attend the meeting to be available for questions. 

Background: 

The Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee (ZOAC) has been meeting and drafting Code amendments since 
October 2012.  The ZOAC has been drafting Code amendments that had been previously authorized by the Council.  
In April, the ZOAC began working on an amendment to the City’s Canyon Rims Overlay District.  The Mayor had 
asked that when this topic came up, Cheri Condie be invited to participate in the committee work.  Cheri was invited 
to attend.  She also, at times, brought others from the Concerned Citizens Committee to the meetings to participate.  
The ZOAC worked on this Code amendment at various meetings from April 24 to August 28. 

Throughout these meetings, the ZOAC discussed many topics, including building materials, color, design standards, 
big box uses, view corridors, trail development, PUDs, available CRO property, landscaping, feelings about current 
CRO development, difference between Rock Creek and Snake River Canyons, examples from other cities, and many 
others.  The ZOAC members had a very difficult time agreeing on acceptable standards to include in an amendment 
for any of the items discussed.  The ZOAC was no closer to completing an amendment at the 8/28 meeting than they 
were at the 4/24 meeting. 

Much of the discussion centered on how the current developments along the Canyon Rim had occurred through the 
PUD process.  There was a general consensus that the PUD process has its flaws, but has been used in the past to 
generate pretty good development along the Rim and the PUD process can continue to do so in the future.  There 
was also discussion regarding the amount of undeveloped property along the Rims that the CRO would apply to and 
that changes to the CRO could impact.  The feeling was that there are simply very few properties left that will be 
impacted by a change. 

Since there was no agreement that any specific changes were needed, that few properties would be impacted by an 
amendment, and that the PUD process is still required for CRO development and will be used for any future 
development along the Rims, the ZOAC members voted unanimously that the Code should not be amended.  
Specifically, committee member Dane made a motion that 1) no change is necessary, 2) if a future change does 
come up, the City should notify the Concerned Citizens Committee for their input, and 3) that the City should continue 
to use the PUD process to mitigate impacts of proposed CRO developments.  This motion was seconded by 
committee member Mahler.  All committee members present voted in favor.  Committee member Frank was not 
present at the 8/28 meeting, so the vote was 5-0. 

This report is a very brief summary of an obviously lengthy topic.  The committee members and I will provide more 
details during the discussion.  I have provided several attachments to the report as well.  These attachments include 
the current Code, some recommendations from Cheri, and City staff notes from some of the meetings. 

Budget Impact: 

There is no significant budget impact associated with this agenda item. 

Regulatory Impact: 

The committee believes that no Code amendment is necessary regarding the Canyon Rims Overlay District.  
Therefore, there is no regulatory impact with this agenda item. 

MONDAY November 12, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Mitchel Humble, Community Development Director 



Conclusion: 

As this item is a discussion item, no action is necessary.  The Council may provide feedback or direction to the 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment Committee as the Council determines is appropriate. 

Attachments: 

1. CRO Reference Map 
2. CRO Reference Map with Aerial Photo 
3. City Code 10-4-19, as it currently exists 
4. Recommendation Handout from Cheri Condie (Concerned Citizens Committee), includes page of 

recommendations and two similar ordinances from the City of Frisco, Texas that I drafted while working there 
5. Committee meeting notes from Jon and Renee from several meetings where the committee discussed this topic 
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10-4-19: CRO, CANYON RIMS OVERLAY DISTRICT: 

 

10-4-19.1: PURPOSES:  

The purposes of the canyon rims overlay district are as follows:  

(A) To protect the public and private property owners from the natural hazards of rock fall and 
slope failure along the Snake River Canyon and Rock Creek Canyon.  

(B) To protect views and create a unique visual environment along the canyon rims.  

(C) To preserve and improve the aesthetic appearance of the canyon rims for the 
enhancement of the quality of life in the community.  

(D) To provide development standards that enhance the value of canyon rim areas to the 
developer and the community.  

10-4-19.2: LOCATION:  

The canyon rims overlay district shall include all of that area within the city and its area of 
impact located within two hundred feet (200') of the Rock Creek Canyon rim and within seven 
hundred feet (700') of the Snake River Canyon rim which carries a residential or C-1 zoning 
designation. (Ord. 2526, 5-20-1996)  

10-4-19.3: USE REGULATIONS:  

(A) Permitted Uses: Buildings, structures or premises shall be used and buildings and 
structures shall hereafter be erected, altered or enlarged only for the following uses:  

Residential: Any residential use permitted in the zoning district upon which the overlay is 
placed.  

Commercial: The following commercial uses are permitted if the zoning district upon which 
the overlay is placed permits the use. Retail trade uses operating between the hours of 
seven o'clock (7:00) A.M. and ten o'clock (10:00) P.M. as follows:  

1. Communications And Utilities:  

a. Underground and aboveground transmission lines.  

b. Utility-owned buildings and structures less than twenty five (25) square feet in area and less 
than three feet (3') aboveground.  

2. Cultural Facilities:  

a. Botanical gardens and arboretums.  

b. Historic sites and monuments.  

c. Libraries, museums and art galleries.  

d. Planetariums and aquariums.  

3. Parks:  

a. Open space.  

b. Public parks and playgrounds without crowd attracting facilities.  

4. Public Assembly:  

a. Funeral chapels.  

b. Religious facilities.  

5. Residential:  



a. Nursing homes and rest homes.  

6. Retail Trade:  

a. Apparel and accessories.  

b. Bakery.  

c. Bookstore.  

d. Craft shop, in conjunction with retail business.  

e. Eating places.  

f. Florist.  

g. Hobby and toy store.  

h. Ice cream store.  

i. Import store.  

j. Music store.  

k. Taxidermy studio.  

7. Services:  

a. Advertising.  

b. Apparel repair and alteration.  

c. Beauty and barbershops.  

d. Building care contracting offices.  

e. Business associations.  

f. Civic, social and fraternal organizations.  

g. Construction trade offices.  

h. Consumer credit collection offices.  

i. Daycare services.  

j. Duplicating and stenographic offices.  

k. Finance and investment offices.  

l. In-home daycare services.  

m. Insurance and related business.  

n. Labor unions and organizations.  

o. Photography studios.  

p. Professional organizations.  

q. Professional services.  

r. Real estate and related business.  

s. Welfare and charitable facilities.  

8. Transportation:  

a. Bus facilities, including pick up shelters.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing list of permitted uses, any such proposed use which 



broadcasts amplified music or sound by speakers to the exterior of a building shall also 
require a special use permit. (Ord. 2620, 8-2-1999)  

(B) Special Uses: A special use may be granted for a permanent use that is not in conflict with 
the comprehensive plan and that is not permitted outright because it may conflict with other 
uses in the district unless special provisions are taken. Special use permits may be granted 
for the following uses:  

Residential: Any use permitted by special use in the zoning district upon which the overlay 
is placed.  

Commercial: Any of the following commercial uses may be permitted by special use permit 
if permitted outright or by special use in the zoning district upon which the overlay is placed.  

1. Communications And Utilities:  

a. Utility owned buildings and structures more than twenty five (25) square feet in area or 
more than three feet (3') aboveground.  

2. Miscellaneous:  

a. Any facility with drive-through service in the canyon rim overlay zoning district adjacent 
to Rock Creek Canyon.  

3. Parks:  

a. Park concessions.  

4. Public Assembly:  

a. Auditoriums.  

b. Exhibition halls.  

5. Residential:  

a. Motels and transient hotels.  

b. Residence halls, residence hotels, rooming houses.  

6. Retail Trade:  

a. Alcoholic beverages, when consumed on the premises where sold.  

b. Permitted retail/trade uses listed in subsection (A) of this section operating outside the hours 
of seven o'clock (7:00) A.M. to ten o'clock (10:00) P.M.  

c. Pet shop.  

d. Mobile/manufactured home sales and/or rentals in the Rock Creek Canyon CRO between 
Martin Street and 2750 East.  

7. Sports Facilities:  

a. Athletic areas.  

b. Golf courses and country clubs.  

c. Golf driving ranges.  

d. Miniature golf courses.  

e. Outdoor, public and commercial ice and roller skating facilities.  

f. Outdoor, public and commercial swimming pools.  

g. Outdoor, public and commercial tennis courts.  



8. Transportation:  

a. Taxicab office.  

b. Ticket and arrangement facilities. (Ord. 2620, 8-2-1999; amd. Ord. 2859, 5-1-2006)  

(C) Prohibited Uses: Uses not specified above are prohibited unless administrative 
determination in accordance with subsection 10-17-1(F) of this title is made that the use is 
similar enough to a use listed above that distinction between them is of little consequence. 
(Ord. 2526, 5-20-1996)  

10-4-19.4: PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:  

The following property development standards shall apply to all land and buildings in the 
canyon rims overlay district:  

(A) Lot Area: Same as the basic zoning district upon which the overlay is placed.  

(B) Lot Occupancy: Same as the basic zoning district upon which the overlay is placed, but 
note that the landscaping requirements of these standards also affect lot coverage. (Ord. 2526, 
5-20-1996)  

(C) Building Height: No building shall exceed thirty five feet (35') in height or the maximum 
building height limitation set forth below, whichever is less. All heights are to be measured from 
the existing canyon rim elevation or the existing ground level elevation at the building site, 
whichever is greater.  

1. Rock Creek Canyon: Twenty five feet (25') above the canyon rim at fifty feet (50') from the 
canyon rim and rising evenly to thirty five feet (35') at one hundred feet (100') from the rim.  

2. Snake River Canyon from Rock Creek to the centerline of 3300 East, extended: Twenty five 
feet (25') above the canyon rim at fifty feet (50') from the canyon rim and rising evenly to 
thirty five feet (35') at one hundred feet (100') from the rim.  

3. Snake River Canyon east of the centerline of 3300 East, extended: Twenty five feet (25') 
above the canyon rim at one hundred feet (100') from the canyon rim and rising evenly to 
thirty five feet (35') at two hundred feet (200') from the rim.  

4. Building height exception: Notwithstanding the foregoing:  

a. Additional building height beyond one hundred feet (100') from the canyon rim may be allowed 
for hotel/convention centers, through the PUD process, in the canyon rim overlay zone within 
one thousand feet (1,000') of state administered highways serving as gateway arterials, as 
defined in section 10-7-12 of this title. For purposes of this section, the term "hotel/convention 
center" shall be defined as a full service hotel with a convention center designed to 
accommodate a minimum of five hundred (500) convention attendees. A citizens' design 
review committee, appointed by the mayor, shall make recommendations to the planning and 
zoning commission for any building higher than thirty five feet (35').  

b. Additional building height beyond fifty feet (50') from the canyon rim may be allowed in that 
portion of the canyon rim overlay district located between Washington Street North and Blue 
Lakes Boulevard North through the PUD process, in a PUD that consists of more than ten (10) 
acres and that constitutes a private/public mixed use development. The term "private/public 
mixed use development" is defined as a development which promotes a mixture of cultural and 
commercial activities in the PUD through:  

(1) A combination of multiple buildings and public access across open space to the canyon rim 
trail system; and  

(2) Promotion of community interaction among members of the public, through a combination of 
required PUD property uses; open spaces and canyon rim trail system access. Permitted uses 



in such PUD shall include commercial, professional, residential and cultural activities. A 
citizens' design review committee, appointed by the mayor, shall make recommendations to 
the planning and zoning commission for any building higher than twenty five feet (25'). (Ord. 
2851, 3-6-2006)  

(D) Building Setbacks: 



1. Yards: Same as that of the basic zoning district upon which the overlay is placed.  
Geological Report: The minimum canyon rim setback in the CRO district shall be one 
hundred feet (100') without a geological report meeting the following requirements:  

a. The name, address, and telephone number of the responsible Idaho licensed geological 
engineer;  

b. The qualifications of the Idaho licensed geological engineer, including a list of similar studies 
and references;  

c. A certificate of professional liability insurance for the individual or firm preparing the report;  

d. A location map, showing the relation of the site studied to the surrounding area, including 
the topography and drainage pattern of that area, and the location of any off site observations 
(wells, soil observation pits, etc.) used in preparing the findings of the report;  

e. A parcel map, showing the parcel boundaries, the proposed canyon rim setback, building 
envelope, or building location, the proposed location of any on site sewage disposal facilities, 
any watercourses or drainageways across or adjacent to the parcel, and the location of any 
soil observation pits, wells, or other observations used in preparing the findings of the report;  

f. A description of the geologic setting of the parcel;  

g. A description of the methods used to arrive at the findings, including the sampling procedure 
used to determine the sites used for observations; and  

h. A clear statement that buildings behind the proposed canyon rim setback, within the 
proposed envelope, or at the proposed building location are not subject to significant hazard 
from slope movements and that construction on the site will not present a significant hazard to 
people or properties.  

i. The findings shall be qualified, as necessary, with recommendations for site stabilization, 
drainage, and building construction techniques or specifications that will minimize any potential 
hazard.  

j. The information used as a basis for the findings may be integrated with the findings or 
presented separately.  

3. Canyon Rim Setback: The minimum canyon rim setback in the CRO district with a 
geological report meeting the requirements set forth above shall be either the minimum 
setback recommended in the geological report or the minimum setback set out below, 
whichever is greater:  

a. Rock Creek Canyon: Fifty feet (50').  

b. Snake River Canyon from Rock Creek Canyon to the centerline of 3300 East, extended: 
Fifty feet (50').  

c. Snake River Canyon east of the centerline of 3300 East, extended: One hundred feet (100').  

(E) Landscaping: Overall, twenty percent (20%) of the total area included in any commercial or 
mixed use development in the canyon rims overlay district shall be devoted to landscaped 
open space. That space shall meet the requirements of section 10-11-2 of this title and shall 
include the following elements:  

 Street Buffers: Commercial uses shall provide a minimum thirty foot (30') landscaped 
buffer along arterial and collector streets. Residential uses shall provide a minimum fifty 
foot (50') landscaped buffer along arterial streets.  

 Use Buffers: There shall be a minimum fifty foot (50') landscaped buffer between 
residential and commercial elements of a mixed use canyon rims overlay district 



development.  

 Use Of Buffers: Roads and utilities may cross landscaped buffers, sidewalks and trails 
may run through them, and permitted freestanding signs and minor utility installations may 
be based in them.  

 Parking Areas: Parking areas including twenty four (24) or more spaces shall be broken 
into separate bays by landscaped areas and pedestrian walks that comprise at least ten 
percent (10%) of the area devoted to parking.  

 Canyon Rim Setback Area: The canyon rim setback area may be included as part of the 
twenty percent (20%) landscaping requirement if the area is landscaped to meet the 
minimum requirements of subsection 10-11-2(A) of this title or if planted with native 
vegetation. (Ord. 2526, 5-20-1996)  

 (F) Signs: See the sign code in chapter 9 of this title. (Ord. 3005, 6-6-2011)  

 (G) Additional Development Standards:  

1. Form: Buildings that have a footprint of more than three thousand (3,000) square feet 
shall be designed to reduce their apparent mass using one or more of the following 
techniques:  

a. Varying Height: Buildings may be "stepped back" in height from the setback line to reduce 
their apparent mass and visual competition with the canyon wall.  

b. Varying Setback: The building line facing the canyon rim may be varied (i.e., different 
portions of the building would be different distances from the setback line).  

c. Landscaping: Mass plantings and earthworks can be designed and sited to effectively break 
the apparent mass of a building.  

2. Outdoor Sales And Storage: There shall be no outdoor sales or display areas in the 
Canyon Rims Overlay District. All outdoor storage, including solid waste containers, shall 
be fully screened from public view by some combination of location on the site, fences or 
walls, and landscaped buffers.  

3. Fences: Fences in the yard created by the setback from the canyon rim shall be limited in 
height by a line extended from the building roofline or the maximum legal building roofline, 
whichever is lower, to the canyon rim. Fences in the Canyon Rims Overlay District shall be 
subject to subsection 10-4-19.4(G)1 of this Section.  

10-4-19.5: PUD REQUIREMENT:  

All development except existing residential lots in the Canyon Rims Overlay District shall be 
part of an approved planned unit development. (Ord. 2526, 5-20-1996) 











































RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TWIN FALLS, 
IDAHO, REQUIRING MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEES, 
AND WORK GROUPS OF THE CITY TO PUBLICLY NOTICE AND POST 
THEIR MEETINGS, KEEP MINUTES, AND OPEN SUCH MEETINGS TO THE 
PUBLIC EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THE IDAHO OPEN 
MEETING LAW. 

 
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §§ 67-2340 states that “the legislature finds and declares that it is the 
policy of this state that the formation of public policy is public business and shall not be 
conducted in secret;” and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Open Meeting Law defines “meeting” to mean “the convening of a governing 
body of a public agency to make a decision or to deliberate toward a decision on any matter,” (§ 
67-2341(6)) and defines “governing body” to include “the members of any public agency which 
consists of two (2) or more members, with the authority to make decisions for or 
recommendations to a public agency regarding any matter” (§ 67-2341(5)); and, 
 
WHEREAS, Idaho Code §§ 67-2341(2) defines the term “deliberation” as the “receipt or 
exchange of information or opinion relating to a decision;” and, 
 
WHEREAS, advisory committees and work groups, whether created by a legislative act of the 
city council or created solely by the Mayor, receive information and opinions, may deliberate 
toward a decision and make recommendations to the Twin Falls City Council regarding public 
business and the creation of public policy; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Office of the Attorney General Idaho Open Meeting Law Manual quotes the 
California Court of Appeals decision in Sacramento Newspaper Guild v. Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors, 69 Cal. Rptr. 480, 485 (Cal. Ct. App. 1968): “It [California’s open meeting 
law] declares the law’s intent that deliberation as well as action occur openly and publicly.  
Recognition of deliberation and action as dual components of the collective decision-making 
process brings awareness that the meeting concept cannot be split off and confined to one 
component only, but rather comprehends both and either;” and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Office of the Attorney General Idaho Open Meeting Law Manual quotes a 
similar decision by the Florida Supreme Court in City of Miami v. Berns, 245 So.2d 38 (Fla. 
1971):  “[i]t is the law’s intent that any meetings, relating to any matter on which foreseeable 
action will be taken, occur openly and publicly;” and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Idaho Attorney General has found that “[t]he same considerations must be 
applied with respect to the Idaho Open Meeting Law;” and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Idaho Attorney General advises:  “The requirement that the Open Meeting Law 
be complied with whenever a quorum of a governing body meets to deliberate or to make a 
decision should not be evaded by holding smaller meetings with less than a quorum present;” 



and, 
 
WHEREAS, administrative committees, boards, or commissions that merely carry out the 
formation of public policy that has already been established by a governing body are exempt 
from Open Meeting Law; and, 
 
WHEREAS, specific statutory exemptions exist for matters necessitating closed meetings, 
providing executive sessions for deliberation of qualifying subject matter (Idaho Code § 67-
2341(1)); and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Twin Falls City Council wishes to uphold the intent of Idaho’s Open Meeting 
Law and wishes to insure that Twin Falls City government remains open to the citizens it serves. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TWIN FALLS, IDAHO: 

 
That henceforth, all committees, sub-committees, and work groups of the Twin Falls City 
Council or any of its commissions or committees, whether created by action of the city council 
or any of its commissions, or by appointment of the Mayor or chairman of any city commission 
or committee, shall publicly notice and post their meetings in advance, keep written minutes of 
the meetings, and open such meetings to the public, except as otherwise provided in the Idaho 
Open Meeting Law. 

 
 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL        , 2013. 
SIGNED BY THE MAYOR         , 2013. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
  MAYOR  

ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
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