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5:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 

AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Consideration of a request to approve the accounts payable for October 8 - 14, 2013. 
2. Consideration of a request to approve the Final Plat of Desmond Estates Subdivision, 

3.37 (+/-) acres consisting of three lots on property located at 2851 Pole Line Road 
East. 

 

 
Action 
Action 
 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Mitchel Humble 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
1. Presentation by Tony Barnes, Chairman of the Twin Falls Western Days Committee. 

 
2. Swearing in ceremony for the Twin Falls Police Department’s newest Police Officer, 

Morgan Waite.  Mayor Greg Lanting to administer the Oath of Office. 
 
Presenting Officer Adam Dixon with his Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) 
Intermediate Certification. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action on a request for the maintenance of the Sophomore 
Blvd. median landscaping by homeowner, Marjorie Jackson.   
 

4. Consideration of a request to purchase property located at 245 Washington Street 
North. 

 
5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 

 
Action 
 
Action 
 
 
Presentation 
 
 
Discussion/ 
Possible Action 
 
Action 
 

 
Tony Barnes 
 
Chief Brian Pike 
 
 
Capt. Anthony  Barnhart 
 
 
Dennis Bowyer 
 
 
Troy Vitek 
 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

  

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:         None   
 

 
 

 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:    
 

 
 

Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at  
(208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez   
(208)735-7287. 
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Twin Falls City Council-Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 
 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing procedures. 
2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the Mayor, approach the 

microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their comments.  Following their statements, 
they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make 
an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  
No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 

 A complete explanation and description of the request. 
 Why the request is being made. 
 Location of the Property. 
 Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
 The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor 
may limit public testimony to no less than two minutes per person. 

 Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under consideration, may 
select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

 Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the public on the 
overhead projector. 

 Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
 

6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City Council, as 
recognized by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  The Mayor 
may again establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and 
decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public 
Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural 
questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 
prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor. 



 

 

 

Public Hearing:          MONDAY,   OCTOBER 14, 2013 

To:                          Honorable Mayor Lanting & City Council  

From:                      Mitch Humble, Community Development Director 
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Request:  Request for the Council’s consideration of the Final Plat of Desmond Estates Subdivision, 3.37 (+/‐) 

acres consisting of three (3)lots on property located at 2851 Pole Line Road East, c/o Gerald Martens 

on behalf of Patrick and Tara Desmond.   
Time Estimate: 

There will be no applicant presentation unless the Council wishes it.   Staff’s presentation may be up to five (5) minutes.  

Background: 

Applicant:  Status:   Property Owner  Size:   3.37(+/‐) acres 
Patrick and Tara Desmond 
2851 Pole Line Road East 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 

Current Zoning: SUI CRO AoI Requested Zoning:  Approval of a final 
plat 

Comprehensive Plan:  Urban 
Village/Urban Infill  

Lot Count: 3 lots 

Existing Land Use: residential/ Proposed Land Use:  residential 

Representative:  Zoning Designations & Surrounding Land Use(s)

EHM Engineers 
c/o Gerald Martens 
621 N. College Rd, Ste 100 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 
208‐734‐4888 
208‐420‐2461cell 
gmartens@ehminc.com 
 

North:  OS; Snake River Canyon East:  R‐2 CRO PUD; undeveloped 

South:  R‐2 CRO PUD; undeveloped West:  SUI CRO AoI;  undeveloped

Applicable Regulations:
10‐1‐4, 10‐1‐5, 10‐4‐2, 10‐4‐19, 10‐8‐1 thru 10‐8‐5, 10‐12‐2.4 

Approval Process: 

As per Twin Falls City Code 10‐12‐2.4 Action on Final Plat: 

After approval or conditional approval of  the preliminary plat by  the Commission a  final plat,  in conformance with  the 

approved preliminary plat,  is presented to the City Council for consideration of approval.   The action and the reasons for 

such action shall be stated in writing by the Administrator and forwarded to the applicant.  

As this property is located within the Area of Impact the Board of County Commissioners shall make the final decision on 

the final plat.  Upon a recommendation by the City Council and a copy of the approved preliminary plat will be presented 

to the Board of County Commissioners for a decision.  

Budget Impact: 

Development of the 2 lots will provide additional property tax revenue to the County.   

Regulatory Impact: 

After a public hearing, approval of the final plat from the Board of County Commissioners will allow the plat to be 
recorded.   

History: 

On January 5, 1994 Variance #363 was approved for a 35’ Snake River Canyon rim setback. This variance was denied 
by Planning & Zoning and appealed  to  the City Council. The City Council approved  the  request. The decision was 
appealed  to  the  Area  of  Impact  Appeals  Board.  The  Board  upheld  the  City  Council’s  decision,  also  finding  the 
appellants had no standing to appeal the request.   In April of 1995 a certificate of occupancy was issued for a single 
family dwelling at this location. 
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Analysis: 
The Preliminary/Final Plat for the Desmond Estates Subdivision includes 3.37 (+/‐) acres and is zoned SUI CRO in the 

Area of Impact. The request is to plat three (3) lots. The site is located at 2851 Pole Line Road East (extended).  

The proposed plat will divide an existing developed  lot  into three (3)  lots. The property  is currently developed with 

one single family dwelling. The parcel  is being subdivided  into Lot 1 (1.12 acres), Lot 2 (1.13 acres) and Lot 3 (1.10 

acres). The minimum lot area requirement for a single family residence in the SUI zone is one (1) acre. The proposed 

development is for single family residential subdivision that meets the minimum code standards.  

 

Pole Line Road East extended crosses a waterway with a private wooden bridge and is a private drive to the proposed 

subdivision. The existing bridge and private drive are inadequate for emergency vehicles and are not compliant with 

current zoning code. The Developer shall reconstruct/improve the bridge to 30’ wide to allow access of emergency 

vehicles.  The  Developer  will widen  the  proposed  private  drive where  it  is  too  narrow  as  approved  by  the  City 

Engineering Department. The drive will be constructed of adequate all weather surface material.   

 

A full review of required improvements will be made by the Building, Planning, Fire and Engineering Departments for 

full compliance with minimum development standards prior to issuance of any building permits.  

This  is  the  second  step of  the plat approval process.   A preliminary plat  is presented  to  the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  The Commission may approve the preliminary plat, deny it, or approve it with conditions.  A final plat, 
that  is  in conformance with  the approved preliminary plat and  including any conditions  the Commission may have 
required, is then presented to the City Council.   

As this property is within the Area of Impact, City Code 10‐8‐4(D): 

“….All applications for final and conveyance plats of subdivisions, ……… within the area of city impact 
shall be submitted to the city council for their recommendation, prior to submission to the board of 
county  commissioners.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  may  approve  the  application  as 
recommended  by  the  city  council,  deny  the  application  or  remand  the  application  to  the  city  for 
further proceedings. (Ord. 2922, 10‐22‐2007)” 

 

Only  after  a  final  plat  and  construction  plans  have  been  approved may  the  plat  be  recorded  and  lots  sold  for 
development. 

 

The plat  is consistent with other subdivision development  in the area, city code criteria and  is  in conformance with 

the Comprehensive Plan which designates this area as appropriate for Urban Village/Urban Infill uses. 

 

On  September  10,  2013  the  Commission  unanimously  approved  the  preliminary  plat  of  the  Desmond  Estates 

Subdivision, as presented,  subject to five (5) conditions.   

1. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Building, Engineering, Fire, and 
Zoning officials to ensure compliance with all applicable City Code requirements and standards. 

2. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials of the 
development of the private bridge over the waterway.  

3. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials to ensure 
compliance with all applicable City Code requirements and standards of the development of the 
private drive to the proposed subdivision. 

4. Subject to final approval by the Twin Falls Board of County Commissioners. 
5. Subject to a note being placed on the final plat that no building permits will be issued until the 

roadway improvements for the road and bridge are completed. 
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Conclusion: 
Should the Council recommend approval to the Board of County Commissioners of the final plat of the 
Desmond Estates Subdivision, as presented, staff recommends it be subject to the following conditions: 

1. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Building, Engineering, Fire, and 
Zoning officials to ensure compliance with all applicable City Code requirements and standards. 

2. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials of the 
development of the private bridge over the waterway.  

3. Subject to final technical review and amendments as required by Engineering officials to ensure 
compliance with all applicable City Code requirements and standards of the development of the 
private drive to the proposed subdivision. 

4. Subject to final approval by the Twin Falls Board of County Commissioners. 
5. Subject to a note being placed on the final plat that no building permits will be issued until the 

roadway improvements for the road and bridge are completed. 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 
1. Zoning/Aerial Vicinity Maps (2) 
2. Preliminary Plat Exhibit 
3. Final Plat Exhibit 
4. Comprehensive Plan Map of Site 
5. Minutes of the September 10, 2013 P&Z public meeting 
6. Photos (6) 







































 

 
 

 
Request: 
Discussion and possible action on a request for the maintenance of the Sophomore Blvd., median 
landscaping by homeowner, Marjorie Jackson.  Staff is seeking Council direction. 
 
Time Estimate: 
The staff presentation will take approximately 10 minutes.  Following the presentation, we expect some 
time for questions and answers. 
 
Background: 
Sophomore Boulevard intersects with, and runs south from, Filer Avenue East in front of Twin Falls High 
School.  Sophomore Boulevard is in the High School subdivision, which was platted in 1954.  The street is 
divided with a landscaped median of about 20 feet wide by 265 feet long.  Since 1954, the 10 homeowners 
on Sophomore Boulevard have been maintaining this median landscaping. 
 
In March of this year, staff received a letter from one of the homeowners requesting the City of Twin Falls 
to take over the maintenance of this median strip.  She stated that she has been in charge of maintenance of 
the median strip for the past 30 years, assessing and collected funds to cover the cost.  It has been getting 
more difficult for the neighbors to pay their share.  She stating in her letter that she believes the City 
maintains the medians on Larkspur Drive (located south of Addison Avenue, east of Smith’s Food King). 
 
The development with the median strips on Larkspur Drive is called the Goertzen Vail subdivision and was 
approved in 1955.  The City has been maintaining the four median strips on Larkspur Drive since the late 
1970’s.  I was told by the former Parks & Recreation Director that several property owners asked the City 
Council if the City would maintain these medians.  Someone in the Finance Department remembers billing 
the homeowners for maintenance of the median strip on Larkspur, they don’t remember when it started or 
when the billing ended, but they think it was discontinue in the early to the mid 1980’s.  Researching the 
City Council minutes from 1975 to the end of 1981 did not reveal any information on this issue.  Also staff 
has spoken with past staff members and others to try to dig up any information, research did not reveal any 
new information. 
 
Staff has learned that the median strip on Sophomore Boulevard has two water taps that do not have meters 
or backflow prevention devices on them.  They have been receiving free water for all these years.  City 
crews disconnected the hook-ups to prevent any contamination to the City’s potable water system.  
Attached is a letter that Water Superintendent Robert Bohling sent to the homeowner stating the reason for 
the disconnection of the water lines and offered three options for the homeowners to move forward on this 
median strip.  Since this letter was mailed out, some Council members were contacted by one of the 
homeowners with their concerns on this median strip. 
 
Fritz Wonderlich performed a title search to try and determine ownership on these median strips in both 
developments.  From his search, he determined that no one owns the properties and it was probably 
intended to be “public” from the start. 
 

Monday October 14, 2013 City Council Meeting 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Dennis J. Bowyer, Parks & Recreation Director 



 

Staff believes these medians in the two developments should be treated the same.  There are several options 
to consider: 
 
1) The City should maintain both of the median strips without billing the homeowners; 
2) Replace the landscaping with no or low maintenance ground cover, like gravel; 
3) Set these median strips up similar to the Common Area Maintenance landscaping tracts the City has in 

other subdivisions we contract out; or 
4) Have the homeowners along the streets to maintain these median strips. 
 
Approval Process: 
To approve this request requires a majority vote of the City Council. 

 
Budget Impact: 
There are not any funds in this year’s budget to maintain this median strip ($1,000 per year) or installation 
of a water meter ($600), backflow device ($300), and an irrigation system ($2,500) or the cost of the 
domestic water ($600).  The budget impact will be dependent upon the direction given by the Council.  
Staff will be able to discuss budget impacts of the options discussed at the meeting. 

 
Regulatory Impact: 
The Council’s direction on this item will determine how maintenance of the Sophomore Boulevard median is 
maintained in the future. 
 
Conclusion: 
Staff recommends that the Council discuss and provide direction on the request from the homeowners on 
Sophomore Boulevard for the City to maintain the median strip in their street. 
 
Attachment: 
Letter to Homeowners 
Photo of Median on Sophomore Blvd. 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Looking north toward Twin Falls High School 



 
 

 

Request: 

Consider a request to purchase property located at 245 Washington Street, Twin Falls.   

Time Estimate: 

The staff presentation will take approximately 10 minutes. 

Background: 

The parcel located at 245 Washington Street (identified as the JM Kitchens parcel) contained a building which was 
recently struck by a vehicle, and this building has been found to be unsuitable for occupation.  Building code allows 
reconstruction of the building in the exact same location where it was previously located; however, if this building is 
reconstructed in the same footprint, it would be located inside the future City right of way for Washington Street.  
After the building was struck, the owner of JM Kitchens approached the City to see if the City has any interest in 
purchasing the property for future street widening.  Knowing that the Council has discussed the possibility of 
relocating the 2nd Avenues to Minidoka via Washington Street, the Engineering Department felt it worth the effort to 
appraise the parcel at this time to determine the cost of acquiring future right of way.  By acquiring the future right of 
way, the parcel would be unbuildable and would have to be adjoined with the adjacent parcel (also owned by JM 
Kitchens.)  The acquisition of this parcel at this time may alleviate future right of way purchases if the Council 
chooses to widen Washington Street South.  In summary, Western Appraisal and Investment Company provided an 
appraisal in the amount of $40,000.00 to purchase the right of way, paying the owner for lost trees, fence 
remediation, site work, etc. 

Approval Process: 

If the Council feels this is worth investing in, the Council can approve the Engineering Department to proceed with 
closing on the property through a local title company. 

Budget Impact: 

The $40,000 compensation was not budgeted and would have to be financed from reserves.  

Conclusion: 

Staff makes no recommendation and awaits the Council’s decision as to how to proceed with the property. 

Attachments: 

1. Compensation Estimation breakdown. 

2. Photos of impacted building 

3. Site Map 

 

Date:  Monday, October 14, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Troy Vitek, PE Assistant City Engineer 
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