
 

 

 
 
 
 
URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY BOARD MEMBERS: 

Dan Brizee         Cindy Bond    Neil Christensen    Gary Garnand Dexter Ball     Perri Gardner           Leon Smith 
                           Vice-Chairman     Chairman             Secretary 
 
 

1. Call meeting to order.   

2. Consent Agenda: 

a. Review and approval of minutes from April 8, 2013 Urban Renewal Agency regular meeting.  

b. Review and approval of May 2013 financial report. 
 

3. Update on RAA 4-1 expansion (see staff report) 

4. Update on Glanbia Corporate Office and CIC project – Tim Vawser 

5. Distribution of framed copies of The Bond Buyer article – Gary Garnand 

6. Public input and/or items from the Urban Renewal Agency Board or staff. 

7. Adjourn.  Next regular meeting:  Monday, June 10, 2013 
 
 

*Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting should 
contact Katy Touchette at (208) 735-7268 at least two days before the meeting 

 
AGENDA  

Regular Meeting of the City of Twin Falls  
Urban Renewal Agency Board 

305 3rd Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 
City Council Chambers 

Monday, May 13, 2013 at 12:00 pm. 
  



 

  

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 
URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 

MEETING MINUTES 

April 8, 2013 

 

The Urban Renewal Agency held its regular monthly meeting at 12:00 noon this date in the Twin Falls City Council Chambers 

located at 305 3
rd

 Avenue East, Twin Falls.  Those present were: 

 

Gary Garnand   URA Chair 

Cindy Bond   URA Member 

Leon Smith   URA Member  

Neil Christensen URA Member 

Dexter Ball URA Member 

Perri Gardner URA Member 

Dan Brizee URA Member  

 

Also present: 

Mitch Humble Twin Falls City Community Development Director   

Brent Hyatt City of Twin Falls Assistant Chief Finance Officer 

Katy Touchette City of Twin Falls Executive Assistant 

Don Hall Twin Falls City Council Vice-Mayor 

Shawn Barigar Twin Falls City Council Member  

Josh Palmer   Twin Falls City Public Information Officer 

  

Agenda Item 1 – Call meeting to order. 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.    

 

Consent Agenda – 2a.)  Review and approval of minutes from March 11, 2013, Urban Renewal Agency regular meeting. 

 

 2b.)  Review and approval of April 2013 financial report. 
Leon Smith made a motion to approve the March 11 minutes, Cindy Bond made a motion to approve the April financial report, 

and Neil Christensen seconded both motions.  Roll call vote showed that all members present voted in favor of the motion (Six to 

zero, as Dan Brizee had not yet arrived at the meeting).   

 

Agenda Item 3 – Discuss and possibly act on a motion to begin process for a possible expansion of Revenue Allocation Area 

4-1 – Gary Garnand 
Gary introduced the agenda item and used overhead projections to show the area in question.  Gary stated that since this is a TIF 

area, the URA cannot spend any money from the TIF area outside its boundaries.  He did say that the board could ask to expand 

the area by 10%.  Mitch Humble clarified the statement, saying that money from the TIF area could be spent outside the area as 

long as it benefitted the TIF area. Gary stated that the options were to create a new district or to enlarge the existing TIF area.  

(Dan Brizee arrived at the meeting at this time.)  There was some discussion about how big the expansion area could be, and 

Mitch showed on overhead projection an area that was roughly 16 downtown blocks, which would be about 60 acres, or 10% of 

the current TIF area.  Leon Smith mentioned the ongoing infrastructure study being done for the URA, saying this could tie in 

with an area of downtown that might be part of the 10% expansion of the TIF area.  The board members then discussed having an 

open house where the possible expansion of the TIF area could be explained to the public.  The date, time, and location of the 

open house will be finalized in the near future.  Leon Smith made a motion to proceed with a plan to expand the TIF area, Cindy 

Bond seconded the motion, and all board members voted in favor of the motion.  After a short discussion, it was decided that the 

open house will be April 24 or 25, when Carleen Herring might be able to attend.  Also, the JUB downtown infrastructure report 
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may be ready by that time.  Mitch stated that this will have to be noticed as a special meeting if a quorum of the URA board plans 

to be there.  

 

Agenda Item 4– Public input and/or items from the Urban Renewal Agency Board. 

Nothing at this time. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Adjourn. 

The next regular meeting will be Monday, May 13, 2013.  Gary Garnand adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m.  

 

Agenda Item 6 – Adjournment to Executive Session:  To conduct deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to acquire an 

interest in real property which is not owned by a public agency {Idaho Code 67-2345(1) c}. 

Leon Smith made a motion to adjourn to executive session, Dexter Ball seconded the motion, and all board members voted in 

favor of the motion. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Katy Touchette 

Executive Assistant 



















 

 

 
 

 

Presentation: 

 Update on Revenue Allocation Area 4-1 expansion 

 

Background: 

 As TFURA gets ready to consider a plan to expand RAA 4-1 from Old Town into downtown, the board felt it 
would be beneficial to ask for community input on that plan. The reason that TFURA is considering 
expanding RAA 4-1 is so it can invest in downtown public infrastructure to assist new private development. 

 On April 24th TFURA held an Open House to seek input.  We had a full house and Carleen Herring 
facilitated the brainstorming exercise.  Participants shared their future vision of what downtown could be or 
could look like as well as their preferences for the types of public projects TFURA could invest in.  Each 
table then determined its top 3 priorities.  There is a great deal of interest in fixing sidewalks, landscaping, 
and improving water/sewer lines in downtown along with creating sufficient parking.  In addition, several 
tables included a request to close parts of Main Ave to pedestrian traffic only.  The reviewed notes from 
that meeting are attached to this report. 

 In addition, each table was provided a map with an example of the 16 blocks that is the maximum allowed 
amount of blocks that TFURA can expand.  Participants reviewed those maps and suggested some 
changes to it.  The City’s Engineering Department drew up a new map which is also attached to this report. 

 

Current: 

 The expansion plan process will continue by TFURA board determining whether this is the preliminary map 
it wishes to use for RAA 4-1 expansion. Staff will begin to draft the plan based on that, the open house 
input, and the OT infrastructure assessment to be provided by JUB Engineering.  I will work with the City’s 
Finance Department to determine what the base value of the proposed expansion area would be for 2013.  
Until RAA 4-1 sunsets in 2022, all additional property tax income (over the base amount) would come to 
TFURA to help pay for those public infrastructure projects.  The seven taxing districts would still continue to 
get the base amount they get each year from this 16-block area.  Once RAA 4-1 sunsets in 2022, all the 
new value will then go to the all the taxing districts in Twin Falls City. 

 Gary Garnand would like to create a new subcommittee to work with staff to draft the expansion plan as 
well as review potential ideas for Old Town and downtown.  He has suggested that Dan Brizee, Perri 
Gardner, and Dexter Ball comprise that committee.   

 

 

Date:  June 10, 2013 
 

To:  Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Twin Falls  
 
From:  Melinda Anderson, URA Executive Director 

 



 

 

Budget Impact: 

There are no additional expenditures expected from drafting the plan.  Once the plan is ready for review by 
the TFURA board, P&Z Commission, and the City Council there will be legal notices that would be 
published.  That is budgeted.   

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Open House notes 

2. Preliminary Expansion Map 

 



TWIN FALLS URA – RAA 4-1 Expansion 

OPEN HOUSE – NOTES 

APRIL 24, 2013 

 

 

DOWNTOWN VISIONING IDEAS 

People were asked to envision downtown Twin Falls 10 years in the future – picturing the kinds of improvements that 

were in place; the atmosphere that had been created 

 

Among the responses were: 

• The area supported trendy shops and cafes 

• Landscaping incorporated native plants – with more of a botanical garden-like layout – including 

interpretive/informational signage to identify the plant species, etc.  

• Public Art was more prevalent with the URA-City encouraging local creativity 

• “Bike Stations” – with community-shared bicycles available – pick-up/drop-off areas 

• Bicycle connectivity with other areas of the community – access to a system of bike paths 

• Main Street was redesigned with more of a pedestrian mall layout 

• Downtown included a Commons Area (splash park), an activity space that was more family oriented 

• Quirky (but it works) -  

• Outdoor seating for restaurants and basic pedestrian benches 

• Upper level redevelopments offering downtown housing options – near open space 

• Public Transportation so people living/visiting downtown do not need to get into cars 

• More professional offices downtown to increase traffic to shops/cafes/restaurants 

• Increased public parking  

• Visual elements to expand interest in downtown – aesthetics that help create a stronger image of downtown 

• Wayfinding signage to help visitors find parking, variety of shops, businesses, parks, venues  

• Downtown destinations, children’s museum, etc.  arts and culture as well as commercial opportunities 

 

Individual Ideas – Written by participants on individual sheets 

• Redesign to have no warehouses in downtown area 

• Start encouraging a show-me attitude which will be difficult 

• More street lighting 

• Public restrooms 

• Fix the streets to be user-friendly 

• Back parking lots (along the 2nds) conducive to rear entry of businesses 

• Curb & sidewalks all along Main really need to be re-done 

• Parking lots 

• Sidewalks – handicap accessible 

• Close Main Street – make user friendly 

• Public restrooms 

• Bike friendly 

• Main Ave walking district – Gooding to Idaho 

• Main Ave Curb & Gutter sidewalk – Gooding to Fairfield 

• Parking Garages on 2
nd

 Ave S & W 

• Reconfigure 16 block area to address worst infrastructure areas 

• Close Main Street both sides of Shoshone 

• Grocery shopping – in middle 

• New lighting – off of Main Street 

• Sidewalks & planters that don’t leak – overall 

• Public restrooms – 2 locations 

• Art theater/classic films – Orpheum 



• Street redone – Main Street dips (brick) 

• Farmers Market – Main Street, 2
nd

 & Shoshone 

• Sewer, water, power, streetscaping  

• Make pedestrian crossings 

• Change 2nds to somewhere else so city is not an island 

• Wifi cloud, public bathrooms, drinking fountain 

• Bike lanes that connect to something, bike stations 

• Bike trail system 

• Replace sidewalks, remove large trees 

• Public fountain 

• More lights 

• Small parks 

• Emergency stations 

• Pocket parks 

• Rest areas 

• Benches 

 

Ideas from outside the Open House 

• Fix the sidewalks on Main Ave 

• Improve parking lot location signage 

• Fix street crowning – 200 block Main Ave North 

• Water source for trees, plants 

 

 

TABLE PRIORITIES – Dots signify all attendees priorities 

Table 1  

• Main Ave Walking District – Gooding to Idaho (close off street?) – 5 dots 

• Main Ave Curb/Gutter/Sidewalk – Gooding to Fairfield – 5 dots 

• Parking Garages – on 2
nd

 Ave, S & W between Gooding & Shoshone and also Hansen to Idaho – 0 dots 

Reconfigure expansion map 

 

Table 2 

• Downtown Parking – behind stores, possible walking mall, remove Main Avenue & replace with walkway – 3 

dots 

• Establish and help cultural activities, ie music, art, etc.  Public Restrooms – 2 dots 

• Improve/repair/replace damaged sidewalks.  Change rectangle planters to ellipses to allow trees and nice 

planters. – 1 dot 

Reconfigure expansion map 

 

Table 3  

• Sidewalk – closing Main Street.  Expand sidewalk space on Main – Gooding to Hansen – 0 dots 

• Lighting – off of Main where it is less safe feeling – 3 dots 

• Curb/gutter – safety.  2 blocks on Main either side of Shoshone – 9 dots 

Reconfigure expansion map 

 

Table 4 

• Right of way landscaping – include all of expanded TIF area – 6 dots 

• Water/sewer infrastructure & Wifi cloud – 10 dots 

• Street lighting, ADA accessible, emergency blue light system – 1 dot 

Reconfigure expansion map 
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