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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 


 
 August 28, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 
 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Sharon Buckle, Lacy Johnson and Olivia Rowe 


 


Members Absent:  Bill Manker and Brian Winn 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Absent:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


 


 


MINUTES 


 Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:07am. 
 
 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the July 17
th


, 2009 meeting 
 


Sharon Buckle made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 17th, 2009 meeting.  Olivia Rowe 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #2 Tree of the Month – Tony Brand 


 
Tony presented the Tree of the Month on the Black Walnut.  He picked this tree because he found it 
growing in his back yard.  The Black Walnut is not in the Tree Selection Guide and it is most 
commonly found in the Eastern United States.  This tree is very toxic to other plants within 50-60 feet. 
Plants such as tomato, potato, blackberry, blueberry, azalea, mountain laurel, rhododendron, red pine 
and apple may be injured or killed within one to two months of growth within the root zone of these 
trees.  The Black Walnut is a very productive tree with multiple uses.  The nut can be used for food but 
the shell is extremely hard and difficult to break open.  It has been used to make furniture, most 
commonly in gunstocks.   
 







Dave commented that this tree is a slow growing tree with hard wood.  They are very hard to remove.  
He has seen chainsaws burn up trying to remove this kind of tree.  They are a great tree for wind 
breaks and drought tolerant. 
 
Sharon will have the Tree of the Month for September and Olivia will do October’s Tree of the Month. 
 


Item #3 Hazard Tree Program – Commission 


 


Dennis went over the City Code on Public Nuisances that were included in the staff report.  When 
Philip did the project on the hazard trees, he was not an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 
certified arborist.  City Code states that an ISA certified arborist is to determine if a tree is hazardous 
or not.  Dennis asked Dave if he verified that each tree was a hazardous tree.  Dave informed him that 
he went out and looked at about 90% of the trees that Philip listed as a hazardous tree.  Dennis has 
proposed that Kevin go out each week and look at 5-10 trees on the list.  He wants to follow City Code 
and have it confirmed from an ISA certified arborist that each tree is hazardous before sending out 
letters to homeowners.  Dennis suggested that Kevin meet with Dave to have him verify if he has 
already looked at these different trees so Kevin doesn’t waste his time doing them a second time. 
 
Dave informed the Commission that the trees Philip listed as hazardous were ones that should be 
removed.  It was suggested that we prioritize the trees that need immediate removal.  Philip added 
notes to each tree stating why it was considered hazardous but staff needs to work with the IS 
Department to be able to pull up the notes that was written.   
 
Dennis hopes that Kevin can have the trees looked at in approximately 2 months.  Dave stated that 
each tree would take about 1-2 hours to fully confirm that the tree is hazardous.  This would include 
taking samples, pictures, etc.  He feels that we should cover ourselves in all legal aspects if we are 
going to be requesting homeowners to remove these trees.  He suggested explaining what is wrong 
with the homeowner’s tree and having a list of ISA certified arborists included when sending out the 
letters. 
 
Kevin suggested submitting a PSA or putting a notice on water bills so homeowners will be aware that 
we are checking for hazardous trees. 
 
Dennis will give the Commission monthly updates and once trees are confirmed hazardous, letters can 
be sent out each month. 
 


Item #4 Washington St. Widening Project – Staff & Commission 


 


It was discussed at the last meeting about the Washington St. project.  The concern was how many 
trees will be removed and if replacement trees are being planned.  Dennis informed the Commission 
that 79 trees are planned to be removed from Filer Avenue to Pole Line Road.  The City will pay 
owners of the trees that have to be removed and it is up to the homeowner to replace the trees or not.  
The average price per tree that is paid to homeowners is $500.  Dennis hasn’t found anything that 
stipulates that the trees have to be replaced.  He will check with the City Engineer to see if there are 
any plans to replace the trees but at this point, it looks like there isn’t. 
 
Dave mentioned that he has been appraising some of these trees and there is a Sycamore Maple that he 
appraised a couple years ago that has to be removed in this project.  It appraised at $30,000.00 two 
years ago.  He is willing to show Commission members the tree if they are interested. 
 


 


 







 


Item #5 Other Items from the Commission 


 


Sharon had e-mailed Dennis requesting him to look at a couple trees behind Albertson’s.  Dennis went 
and looked at the trees and they are on private property.  According to City Code, we may be able to 
force the owner to do something if it is declared a hazardous tree.  If it is not a hazardous tree, there 
isn’t anything we can do.  Dennis asked Kevin to go take a look at them. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:08pm 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, September 25
th


, 2009 at 11:00 


am in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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 December 18, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Sharon Buckle and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Olivia Rowe and Bill Manker 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Absent:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


 


 


MINUTES 


  


Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:07am.   


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the November 20, 2009 meeting 


 


Sharon Buckle made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 20
th


, 2009 meeting.  Brian 


Winn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Tree of the Month – Kevin Skelton 


 


Kevin reported on the Douglas Fir.  The Douglas Fir is the most widely used Christmas tree in the 


country.  It was named after David Douglas, a Scottish botanist.  The Douglas Fir usually grows 40-60 


ft in height but can grow as high as 250 ft.  The spread is 15-25 feet.  Kevin had read that there was a 


tree cut down in 1897 in Washington that was reported to be 465 feet in height and 34 feet at the base. 


The tree was said to be 480 years old.  The bark on a young tree is smooth and gray.  The mature trees 


have thick and furrowed bark.  The branches are spreading to drooping and the buds sharply pointed.  


The needles are dark green or blue green, 1 to 1 ½ inches long, soft to the touch and radiate out in all 


directions from the branch.  They have a sweet fragrance when crushed. 


 


The pine cones are 3-4 inches, oval shaped and hang downward.  The Douglas Fir drops seeds in late 


summer.  This tree grows best in full sun and is tolerant of clay and alkaline soil.  It has a poor salt 







tolerance.  Root rot can be a serious problem on clay and other wet soils.  This tree has several uses; 


mainly for landscape use and for Christmas trees. 


 


Tony will report on the tree of the month in January. 


 


Item #3 VIP Program - Commission 


 


Dennis reported that he spoke with Angel Spell, the Urban Forester from Post Falls.  She informed 


him that their VIP (Volunteers in Pruning) program training is offered on Saturdays for 4 hours and is 


available to anyone interested 16 years and older.  The first part of the training is classroom style and 


then the participants go on-site for pruning instructions.  The training reviews tree biology; the 


structure of a tree and learn about the proper tools to use. The on-site pruning is basic pruning:  when 


to prune, what to prune and how much to prune.   


 


Post Falls maintains all the trees in public spaces and public rights-of-way.  They implemented this 


volunteer program because they needed more help.  When they need to prune young trees in the right 


of way, they call all participants from their training asking them to help out.  The day is usually a ½ 


day, during the week or on a Saturday.  They have someone from staff supervising the volunteers and 


supply the majority of the tools for the volunteers to use.  Dennis did forget to ask Angel how many 


participants they usually have at these trainings. 


 


Tony suggested having homeowners that are elderly or unable to afford to have someone prune their 


trees submit an application for this program and have the volunteers prune their trees.  Dennis said he 


likes that idea but the purpose of the program is to prune young trees so there won’t be a need for a 


bucket truck.  He suggested making the focus of the workshop we hold in March teaching homeowners 


to prune young trees.  He also suggested contacting the recipients of the Tree Enhancement program 


and invite them to attend the workshop since the trees they received should be ready to be pruned. 


 


Sharon asked if there is a maintenance schedule in place for the trees that get planted for Arbor Day.  


Kevin explained that they have a schedule and those trees get added to the rotation and Parks staff 


takes care of the trees in each of their areas. 


 


Staff is concerned with volunteers working on trees in the parks due to them making a mistake and 


ruining the tree for good.  They would be supervised but that would also depend on how many people 


there would be to supervise and answer questions.  We wouldn’t have enough staff if there were a lot 


of people there.  Sharon asked who would oversee these volunteers, assuming it would be Kevin.  She 


asked if we could delegate the responsibility to someone else.  Dennis stated that he would not want to 


delegate to someone else.  Kevin is the City’s certified Arborist and would need to be the one in charge 


but he is supervisor to 7 employees, in charge of the maintenance of the pool and with his regular 


work, would not have enough time to dedicate strictly to this program. 


 


Sharon doesn’t feel comfortable launching a new program with no oversight plan.  Staff is hesitant to 


have volunteers pruning trees in parks.  Dennis will speak with Angel and ask her how many people 


usually attend the trainings and how many people usually show up to prune trees when called upon.  


Tony also asked him to mention our concerns to her. 


 


Tony suggested promoting the workshop at the Home and Garden Show.  We will advertise that 


anyone can participate in the workshop, not only city of Twin Falls residents. 


 


 


Item #4 Tree City USA Recertification and Growth Award 


 







Dennis went over the application for the recertification for the Tree City USA and growth award.  The 


City has sent in the applications. 


 


We will be receiving points for the Growth Award.  There will be 2 points awarded for the attendance 


at the Master Gardner Symposium, 4 points for holding the Public Workshop, 3 points for our 


participation in the Arbor Day Parade and 3 points for the pocket park at the Grain Elevators. 


 


Item #5 Other Items from the Commission 


 


Dennis informed the Commission that Lacy Johnson resigned last month.  Tony contacted Bill Manker 


and he has decided to resign as well.  Dennis still has not received Bill’s letter of resignation.  Another 


member leaving the Commission is Brian Winn.  Brian submitted his resignation due to him leaving 


the area.  There will be 3 openings available.  We will begin advertising and hopefully have the new 


members on board for the January meeting. 


 


The Commission decided to change next month’s meeting to January 29
th


 due to the Idaho 


Horticulture Expo in Boise the week before during our regular scheduled meeting. 


 


Brian suggested inviting the Chairman of the County Tree Board to the January meeting to discuss the 


Arbor Day Parade. 


 


The meeting adjourned at 11:59am. 


 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, January 29
th


, 2010 at 11:00 am 


in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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Course on Landscaping & Former Tree Commission Member 


 


 


MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 12:07 pm. 
 
Brian Winn made a correction to the January 27th, 2009 minutes on Item #3, second paragraph, third 
sentence to delete “or counties”.  Mary made a motion to approve the January 27th, 2009 minutes with 
the corrections.  Mark seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #1 Membership – Commission & Staff 
 


This is Mark and Mary’s last month on the Tree Commission.  Dennis asked Mark and Mary if March 
9th or 16th would work for them to be presented at the City Council meeting their plaques for their 
years of service on the Commission.  Either date would work fine for them.  Dennis will be in contact 
with them on the date.   
 
So far, two applications have been received for the openings on the Commission.  Dennis would like 
to see more applicants so if the Commission knows of anyone that would be interested, we will accept 







late applications.  At this point, we don’t know when interviews will be held but Dennis is hoping to 
have them finished before March 16th. 


 


Item #2 Public Workshop Program Report – Brian & Tony 


 
Dave Kiesig has agreed to be the main presenter at the workshop.  Tim Abbott of Trees and Stumps of 
Magic Valley will be at City Park to demonstrate the proper pruning techniques.  Brian mentioned he is 
going to contact Craig Westling with Idaho Power to make sure he is able to attend and make a brief 
presentation.  Dennis stated that advertising has been on the water bills and the Chamber has included the 
workshop on their “Friday Facts”.  Flyers have also been made for Commission members to take with 
them and hand out. 
 
Dennis suggested having an agenda made up and hand it out to the participants of the workshop.  Brian 
will get together with Christi to get that set up.  Brian also suggested having participants sign in with their 
name, address and e-mail.  This would benefit the participants if the Tree Enhancement Program gets 
approved in the Fall so we can mail out applications to them.  Tony asked how many people would be a 
good starting number for the workshop.  Brian thought having at least 15-20 people would be good.  The 
Council Chambers holds approximately 130 people so there should be enough room.  Dennis mentioned 
he will need to talk to the IS Department about a wireless microphone that Dave can wear for the 
presentation.  If there is a large crowd, it would be nice to have the microphone so participants won’t 
have a problem hearing the presentation. 
 
Earleen suggested having sandwich boards set up with the workshop information on it along the street at 
the park to advertise.  The Magic Valley Symphony has boards that they use for their events and she said 
they might allow the Commission to use them for the workshop.  This would be an inexpensive way to 
advertise.   


 


Item #3 Arbor Day – Commission & Staff 


 


Brian and Bill met with the County Tree Committee to discuss Arbor Day and possibly combining our 
efforts for a celebration and have a parade.  Brian reported that Sgt. Pullin with the City of Twin Falls 
Police Department attended the meeting and worked out the parade route with the Committee.  He will 
need to go to City Council to ask for permission to hold the parade since this is not a recurring event.  He 
feels that there shouldn’t be any problem with getting it approved.   
 
The parade would take place on Saturday, April 25th at noon and start near Krengels and end at the Magic 
Valley High School.  The sub-committee has been starting to work on the advertising for the event and 
would like to purchase a banner that would go across Shoshone Street for advertising the parade the week 
prior.  The County is working with Idaho Power for sponsorship towards purchasing the banner.  They 
are also approaching businesses for donations to advertise on the banner.  Brian asked if the City would 
be able to donate towards the banner.  Dennis said that money is set aside for that kind of thing and 
doesn’t think it would be a problem.  This banner would most likely last 10-12 years and would be able 
to be re-used each year. 
 
Tony asked if we would still be planting a tree for Arbor Day as part of the City celebration.  Brian stated 
that it would be up to the Commission to have a separate celebration.  We won’t be able to plant a tree 
with the County due to the cost of the parade.  Bill would like to have a separate celebration for the City.  
Dennis mentioned that there is a grant of $300 that we apply for each year so that could cover the cost of 
the trees to be planted.  In the past, trees have also been donated.  
 
Dennis went over the locations the trees have been planted in past years.  He recommended that we plant 
the trees at the Softball Complex this year.  In years past, 4-6 trees have been planted and he would like 







to do that again this year.  The parade should be over by 2pm so Dennis suggested starting the City tree 
planting ceremony at 2pm.  Brian suggested having holes pre-dug due to the ground being so hard last 
year.  The Commission will invite the Boys and Girls Club to attend the ceremony again this year. 
 
Bill made a motion to hold the City Arbor Day tree planting ceremony at the LDS Softball Complex 
beginning at 2:00pm on Saturday, April 25th.  Brian seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 


Item #4 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis thanked Tony and Brian for helping set up at the Home and Garden Show.  Tony commented that 
he heard they had over-record attendance this year. 
 
Dennis reported that he has been contacted by Idaho Power with their annual tree trimming.  They are 
using a company called WFCI and if there are any trees in the City that needs pruning, they will let 
Dennis know. 
 
Dennis brought up the meeting date and time and asked if the Commission was still looking at changing 
it to fit Dave Kiesig’s schedule.  One thing that the Commission will need to keep in mind is the Council 
Chamber availability and Dennis would recommend not having the meeting the second week of the 
month due to two other Commission meetings that he has that week.  Discussion followed on changing 
the meeting date and time.  Brian mentioned that Friday’s are the day that works best for Dave Kiesig. 
 
Brian made a motion to change the Tree Commission’s meeting date and time to be held on the 4th Friday 
every month at 11:00am.  Bill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Commission 
decided that no lunch will be provided but there will be refreshments. 
 
Bill asked if the insurance companies have been contacted yet about the Hazard Tree Program.  He would 
be willing to start contacting the companies if he can get the list of the homeowners in the area from 
Philip Stewart who did the inventory of the hazardous trees. 
 


Item #5 What Have You Seen? - Commission 


 


Bill reported that Farmer’s National Bank on Shoshone Street has topped all their trees for the fifth year 
in a row.  This is on private property but the trees look terrible. 
 
Mary reported a tree on Fairfield Street underneath the power lines has been completely topped.  Dennis 
will drive by and take a look. 
 
Tony thanked Mark and Mary for their service on the Tree Commission. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13pm. 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, March 27
th


, 2009 at 11:00 am in 


the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Mark Koffer called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 
 
Brian Winn made a motion to approve the November 21st, 2008 minutes.  Bill Manker seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Introductions were made to Jim Teffer, Chairperson for the County of Twin Falls’ Tree Board and 
Kevin Skelton, Parks Coordinator for Parks and Recreation. 
 
Dennis explained to the Commission that all Commission meetings will be held in the Council 
Chambers now.  This will allow the public to be more involved, allow easier access, and eventually to 
have the meetings taped to be shown at a later date on the City’s webpage of Channel 17.   
 


Item #1 Elections of Officers - Commission 


 







At the beginning of each year, the Commission elects a chairperson and vice-chairperson.  Mark 
Koffer has been the chairperson for the past four years while Tony Brand has been the vice-
chairperson for the past three years. 
 
Bill Manker made a motion to elect Tony Brand as chairperson and Brian Winn as vice-chairperson.  
Mary seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Membership – Commission & Staff 


 
Mark Koffer’s last month on the Tree Commission is next month.  Brian Winn’s and Mary Inman’s first 
term ends next month and they can both be renewed for another three year term.  Mary will not be 
renewing her term.  Brian would like to renew for another three year term. 
 
Mary Inman made a motion to renew Brian Winn’s term.  Bill Manker seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Dennis stated that if anyone knows of someone that will be interested on serving on the Tree 
Commission to contact the Parks and Recreation Department.  We will start advertising the position in 
the Times News and the City’s website.   


 


Item #3 County’s Tree Committee – Jim Teffer 


 


Jim Teffer with the County of Twin Falls’ Tree Board had presented to the Commission in November 
about forming a partnership with the County and City Tree Commission for an Arbor Day celebration.  
Jim told the Commission that he has talked with his board and to different businesses in the area about 
having an Arbor Day Celebration and sponsoring ideas.  Jayker’s, John Deere and Renter Center are a 
few businesses that are interested in contributing towards the celebration.  Bill Manker asked what the 
sponsors’ involvement would be in the celebration.  Jim stated that if we had a parade, he would ask the 
sponsors to pay a $25 entrance fee. 
 
Jim had attended the Horticulture show in Boise this past week and spoke to Gerry Bates about receiving 
points for the growth award for this celebration.  Gerry told him that it would qualify and they could earn 
3-4 points for it.  Jim would like to form a sub-committee with the city and county and possibly other city 
committees to get more involvement.  Brian thought this was a good idea and mentioned that 
Commissioner George Urie has stressed that both committees should be involved in the Arbor Day 
celebration and should also involve other cities or counties as well.  Jim brought up the idea of entering 
other cities free of charge in the parade to help them promote their committees. 
 
Mark asked if this parade would be combined with the celebration the City has had with planting trees.  
Dennis said that we could still do the tree planting along with the parade.  Jim mentioned some of their 
ideas of planting a tree at the County Courthouse to replace one that is dying.  Another thought was 
having the celebration end up at City Park and possibly going across the street to the courthouse for the 
tree planting. 
 
Dennis recommended that the Commission should form a sub-committee to work together with the 
different ideas of the parade and tree planting and to see what restrictions there will be for the celebration. 
  
Brian Winn made a motion to form a sub-committee to discuss the opportunity for a City/County parade 
or celebration for Arbor Day.  Bill Manker seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Tony 
recommended that the sub-committee report back at the next meeting to see where they are at in the 
process. 
 







Item #4 Public Workshop Program Report – Brian & Tony 


 


Brian handed out a draft for the public workshop program to the Commission.  He stated that Gerry Bates 
can’t present at the workshop.  Brian would like to keep the date that we’ve planned on and possibly have 
Dave Kiesig be the spokesperson for the workshop if his schedule will allow it.  Dennis suggested having 
Tim Abbott do the hands on demonstration at City Park.  He does a lot of pruning for the City and will 
have Kevin contact him to see if he would be willing to attend the workshop. 
 
Mark mentioned that he will not be serving on the Commission at the time of the workshop but would be 
happy to be there to present the introduction.  Brian asked the Commission to let him know if there is 
anything on the agenda that needs to be added or deleted. 
 


Item #5 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis updated the Commission on the Tree Enhancement Program.  The City has been cutting back due 
to the economy and they are looking at how they can plan for a shortfall of $300,000 - $500,000.  Capital 
Improvement projects are getting cut based on priorities so the Tree Enhancement Program was turned 
down.  Dennis stated that there is a possibility of doing the program in the fall.  He is planning on putting 
the program in the budget for next year but doesn’t know if it will be approved.  The budgeted amount 
for the project is $4800.  Bill asked if there was a possibility of continuing the program if they have 
donations.  Dennis said that is an option if the Commission still wants to do the program but it would be 
based only on donations.  He will put it on the agenda for the May or June meeting. 
 
Brian reported that he attended the Horticulture expo in Boise and said that Dave Kiesig was presented a 
gold medal award for 30 years of service in the INLA.  He would like the Commission to send a card of 
congratulations to Dave. 
 
Mary asked about the Hazard Tree Program.  Dennis said that we have not received any calls on it.  He 
will have Christi e-mail the Commission the list of insurance companies to call and remind them about 
donating toward the program.  Mary asked if the homeowner’s insurance companies have been sent 
anything.  Dennis needs to get together with Philip so he can get the addresses where the hazard trees in 
the area are and then a letter can be sent to the homeowner stating that their insurance company might 
contribute to the removal of the tree.  Brian asked if it would pose a problem if we start contacting the 
homeowner’s insurance companies about the hazardous trees.  He wondered if that would be a liability 
issue if their rates go up.  The Commission will follow up with the letters that were sent to the insurance 
companies. 
 
Tony had a discussion with Dave Kiesig about his schedule conflicting with the Commission meetings.  
Dave would like to attend the meetings but the meeting date would have to change.  Dennis stated that 
the Commission could change the day they meet, it has once before.  The only issue would be if the 
Council Chambers isn’t available.  He also informed the Commission that it doesn’t have to be a noon 
meeting.  The meeting could also be in the morning or evening.  He suggested talking to Dave and see 
what days would work best for him. 
 
Mary mentioned how much she enjoyed taking Dave’s class and recommends taking it.  She would 
recommend anyone new on the Commission to take his class. 
 


Item #6 What Have You Seen? – Commission 


 


Mary has seen a lot of topped trees on private property.  Bill said that we’ve discussed this before and 
how it should apply to the whole city.  Mark stated that it does apply to the whole city in public right of 







ways.  Other cities are enforcing no topping inside city limits but they have a Community Forester where 
we do not.  Bill asked if it would be something the Code Enforcer could take on. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13pm. 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Tuesday, February 24
th


, 2009 at 12:00 


noon in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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 July 17, 2009 * * * * * 10:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 
 


Members Present:  Sharon Buckle, Lacy Johnson and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Tony Brand, Bill Manker and Olivia Rowe 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Absent:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


Guests:   Craig Westling with Idaho Power and Jim Teffer with the County’s 


Tree Committee 


 


 


 


MINUTES 


 
Vice Chairperson Brian Winn called the meeting to order at 10:10am. 
 
 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the June 26
th


, 2009 meeting 
 


Sharon Buckle made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 26th, 2009 meeting.  Lacy Johnson 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #2 Training for the Commission 


 
Brian Winn introduced Gerry Bates, the Community Forestry Assistant with the Idaho Community 
Forestry Program. 
 
Gerry first discussed the Community Transportation Enhancement Grants that are available this year.  
This grant program is for the purpose of enhancing transportation corridors in selected communities 
statewide through tree and shrub planting.  The deadline is September 4th. 
 







Also there is a Hazard Tree and Appraisals Workshops on August 3rd and 4th.  Call him if anyone is 
interested. 
 
Gerry discussed tree inventories and why you need them.  The inventories can provide the following: a 
baseline, identifies & quantifies the resource, education, monitoring, budgets, risk management, 
customer service, management plans, and systematic & proactive maintenance.  Different types of 
inventories: Complete, sample, partial, windshield survey, and canopy cover analysis.  What do you 
want to know from the survey?: species, condition, height, spread, diseases, dimensions, etc.  Financial 
needs for the inventory: training staff and volunteers, data collection tools, date entry, and staff time.  
Finding the funds for a survey: capital improvements, cost share with other departments and/or 
communities; and grants. 
 
Inventories should be updated every 5-8 years; it should be part of the Community Forestry Master 
Plan 
 
For every $1 invested in trees, you get $2.80 in return.  Some threats to city trees are: poor 
management practices, inadequate space for the tree, development, and pests and/or diseases. 
 
Gerry then discussed what the Tree Commission could do be become more pro-active for the 
community forest.  His four items were: 1) Establish long-term goals for the community, 2) fund 
programs for the maintenance and care of trees; 3) support volunteer organizations in their efforts to 
promote trees and their care; 4) champion the community trees. 
 
Gerry had seven handouts for the Commission, they were: 1) Tree Talk – a listing of tree related web 
sites; 2) Plant Trees – bring Life to you Community; 3) Community Forestry guideline; 4) the essential 
nature of urban forests – an article promoting trees from the Chicago Tribune; 5) Update your 
Community Forestry Work Plan document; 6) Contracting Tree Maintenance Services; and 7) A 
management needs survey. 
 
Old Business – The Wal-Mart trees were brought up again, concerning the planting of large species of 
trees under power lines and how they were planted. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:10pm 
 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, August 28
th


, 2009 at 11:00 am in 


the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION MEETING 


 


 June 26, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Olivia Rowe and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Sharon Buckle, Lacy Johnson and Bill Manker 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Present:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


 


 


MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:04 am.   


 


 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the May 29
th


, 2009 meeting 


 


Olivia Rowe made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 29
th


, 2009 meeting.  Brian seconded 


the motion.  The motion passes unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Tree of the Month – Brian Winn 


 


Brian Winn gave the tree of the month presentation on the Bur Oak.  This is a large tree; 70-80 feet in 


height, slow growing with leaves that are a glossy green.  The main characteristic is that it has rough, 


deeply furrowed bark.  Its native habitat is Nova Scotia to Pennsylvania, west to Manitoba and Texas.  


Brian asked Dave if there were any Bur Oak’s on the CSI campus.  Dave mentioned there were a few.  


Brian has found the Bur Oak to be tolerant of pests.  The Bur Oak is difficult to transplant but succeeds 


well in dry, clay soils and is tolerant of city conditions.   


 


Tony asked Brian where this tree would be good to plant in our area.  Brian said it would be a tree that 


you would want to plant in parks and wide open spaces due to how large the tree is.  Dennis mentioned 







that there are a couple Bur Oak’s at Shoshone Falls.  There was also one planted at City Park but it didn’t 


last and had to be removed. 


 


Item #3 Hazard Tree Program - Commission 


 


The Commission had discussed developing a Hazard Tree Program for quite a while.  The City had 


received a grant from the Department of Lands to do a tree inventory in the rights-of-way of the original 


town site.  The City hired a horticulture student from CSI for the inventory.  During this inventory, the 


student listed many trees in the rights-of-way that he considered hazardous.  The Commission mailed 


letters to the insurance companies asking them to donate funds to be used to remove these hazard trees.  


The Commission has not heard anything from the insurance companies.  The idea for contacting the 


insurance agencies was for them to understand that it would be cheaper to remove the trees than to have a 


claim for damage to cars, homes or people. 


 


Dennis has contacted Philip but hasn’t received a call back.  He thinks we can work on the GIS system 


that the inventory was done on and get the addresses of the homeowners from that.  Once we get the 


addresses, a letter can be sent to the homeowner’s letting them know that we have done a survey and they 


have a hazardous tree on their property and what can be done about getting it removed. 


 


Dennis had suggested forming a sub-committee but now that we can research the information on our 


own, it probably won’t be needed.  Tony asked if all of the trees that are considered being hazardous are 


to the extent of having to be removed.  Dave stated that they are categorized by ones that need to be 


removed and ones that need work. 


 


Tony mentioned he drove by the tree on Eastland that Olivia commented on at the last meeting.  The tree 


has dead branches that are hanging over the road and it is in need of a lot of work.  He doesn’t know if it 


is on public property or not.  Dennis believes it is on half of the City’s property and half of the 


homeowners.  Dennis will contact the homeowner and ask if they are willing to split the cost to have it 


removed.  He asked Kevin to contact Tim Abbott to go by the property and get an estimate of how much 


it will cost to remove the tree. 


 


Item #4 Training for Tree Commission - Commission 


 


At last month’s meeting, the Commission discussed the idea of having Gerry Bates conduct a training 


class or seminar for the Tree Commission.  It was suggested to invite the County’s Tree Committee to 


have a joint training.  Dennis was going to contact Gerry for possible dates but hasn’t a chance to do that 


yet.  He asked the Commission if they want to have the training on a scheduled Commission meeting and 


how long they would like the training to last.  Tony thought 2-3 hours would be plenty of time for the 


training.  Brian will let the County know that we are working on times and dates and will see what their 


schedule is like. 


 


Dennis also asked the Commission if there were any specific training they want.  He will talk to Gerry 


and see what his suggestions are and if he’s done any training like this for other communities.  Dave 


mentioned that Gerry has done other trainings before and he also suggested having him discuss hazard 


trees and inviting insurance agencies to attend so they can understand how to prevent having claims filed 


for these trees. 


 


Brian mentioned that July is usually a slow month and having the training on the regular scheduled 


meeting date would be a good idea.  Dennis suggested having the training for a couple hours in the 


morning and possibly having lunch afterwards.  Tony would like to have the Commission make some 


calls to some insurance agencies to encourage them to attend the training. 


 







 


 


Item #5 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis commented that at the last meeting, the Commission decided to move the Arbor Day celebration 


back to Friday.  He would like to have the Boys and Girls Club, Key Club and Cactus Pete’s participate 


again next year.   


 


Tony mentioned that a few meetings ago, there was discussion about the trees on Washington Street 


being removed due to the City widening the street.  He asked if there have been any updates on that 


project.  Dennis said there will be a median strip down Washington Street and trees are planned to be 


planted inside the median.  There will have to be trees removed in order to widen the street and Tony 


asked if there is a plan in place to replace those trees that will be removed.  Dennis will see if he can find 


a copy of the plan to see what trees they are planning on removing.  He will also check to see if there is a 


procedure to replace the trees.  Greg reported that the project should be starting this fall. 


 


Brian thanked Dave for the presentation he gave at the Tree Pruning Workshop. 


 


Item #6 What Have You Seen? – Commission 


 


Dave asked the Commission if they were involved in the trees being planted at Wal-Mart.  He 


commented that there are some major issues with the way the trees have been planted.  They planted 


approximately 30 Sycamores under the power lines.  This will be a big issue in 5-6 years when the trees 


are hitting the power lines.   Greg suggested talking to Jackie Fields to see if there was a plan in place for 


the future.  He wondered if they will eventually go to underground power lines at that location when they 


widen Washington Street. 


 


Tony reported a pine tree obstructing the view and sidewalk of Madrona and Falls at the southwest 


corner.  Dennis will talk to the City’s Code Compliance Officer about it. 


 


Brian noticed Tim Abbott removing some elm trees in City Park. 


 


Olivia mentioned that they are short on funding this year for the firework display.  She asked if anyone 


knows of anyone that she can contact about possible funding, she would appreciate it.  She would hate 


for the display to go away and the community would be affected as well.  Brian suggested contacting the 


Modern Woodman of America for next year’s display.  Youth groups can help raise funds for next year. 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:48am. 


 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be a Special Training meeting held Friday, July 17
th


, 


2009 at 10:00 am in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave 


E. 
 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION MEETING 


 


 May 29, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 


 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Sharon Buckle, Olivia Rowe and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Lacy Johnson and Bill Manker 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Absent:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Absent:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Absent:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


 


 


MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:04 am.   


 


Brian Winn made a motion to approve the April 24
th


, 2009 meeting minutes.  Sharon Buckle seconded 


the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #1 Arbor Day Recap - Commission 


 


Brian updated the Commission on the Arbor Day Parade and celebration.  The County’s Arbor Day 


Parade had approximately 25 entries.  It was a great success for its first year.  The Arbor Day 


celebration had about 20 volunteers show up for the planting of the trees.  Dave Lockwood explained 


how a tree spade operates while he spaded a Colorado Spruce tree.  Everything went well.  Olivia 


mentioned how impressed she was with the number of Cactus Pete’s volunteers.  There were six 


employees from Cactus Pete’s that attended to help plant two Honeylocust trees.  Gerry Bates with the 


Department of Lands presented the City with its Tree City Flag and stickers for its 11
th


 year of being 


designated as a  Tree City USA community. 


 


The Commission discussed how they can improve next year with the Arbor Day Parade and 


celebration.  Brian feels that having the celebration on a Saturday lost the volunteer staff of the Boys 


and Girls Club and Key Club.  Tony mentioned that we have had more success having the celebration 


on the weekday.  Olivia feels having the kids participate is a great way for them to learn what Arbor 







Day is really about.  The  Commission agreed that next year the celebration should be held on Friday 


and we should participate in the parade on Saturday. 


 


Item #2 Growth Awards - Commission 


 


At last month’s meeting, staff handed out the pamphlet on the Tree City USA program on Growth 


Awards and how communities could obtain them.  Brian mentioned that the Commission should be 


getting 4 points for participating in the Arbor Day Parade.  Brian represented the Commission on the 


planning of the parade. 


 


Item #3 Review of Tree Ordinance & Tree Selection Guidebook - Commission 


 


Tony felt it would be a good idea for the Commission to review the current ordinance so everyone can 


understand the ordinance.  Tony went over the ordinance and answered any questions the Commission 


had.   


 


Sharon mentioned that at the last meeting, Dave Kiesig had stated that other cities regulate pruning of 


trees on private property as well as the public rights of ways.  She asked what the procedure would be to 


get that changed in the City’s ordinance.  Brian stated that the biggest hurdle is not having a Community 


Forester on board.  The Commission has talked about hiring someone and splitting the cost between the 


city and county.  The Commission would have to investigate what a Community Forester does and a 


recommendation to Council would have to be made. 


 


Sharon also asked if there has been any progress with the Hazard Tree Program the Commission was 


trying to get started.  Letters have been sent to insurance companies but there has been no response.  


Dennis was going to hire Philip to get the addresses of where the hazard trees are.  Sharon asked if we 


could send letters to the homeowner’s so they can contact their insurance company.  The Hazard Tree 


Program will be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 


 


Brian went over the Tree Selection Guidebook.  The Tree Selection Guidebook is in its 3
rd


 edition.  Every 


3-5 years, the Commission has reviewed it and sees if it needs another update.  It has been 3 years since 


the last update.  Brian explained that it is the Commission’s duty to suggest to homeowner’s what trees 


are good for planting in this area.  The guidebook explains all that.  He asked the Commission to look 


through the book and familiarize themselves with it.  Tony commented that Idaho Falls has a book that 


has real photos of the trees instead of sketches.  He suggested having real photos in our book. 


 


Brian suggested adding the Tree of the Month to the agenda each month.  In the past, it was something 


that was done at each meeting.  Each member of the Commission takes turns presenting on a tree of their 


interest.  The Tree of the Month will be added to the agenda for next month’s meeting and Brian will 


present a tree of the month. 


 


Item #4 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis and Tony had a discussion of having Gerry Bates come in to do a training for an afternoon for the 


Commission.  It was suggested to have the County Tree Board involved as well. 


 


Brian asked if thank you cards were sent out for Craig Westling and Dave Kiesig for their presentation at 


the Tree Pruning Workshop.  Tony or Brian will pick up cards and have them at the next meeting so the 


Commission can sign them. 


 


 


 







Item #5 What Have You Seen? – Commission 


 


Olivia noticed a couple trees on Juniper Street that have been topped.  She didn’t know if they were on 


private or public property.  She also noticed a tree on Eastland, north of Kelly’s Nursery on the west side 


of the street that is mostly dead and has branches hanging over the street.  Tony will drive by the location 


and take a look. 


 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:55am. 


 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, June 26
th


, 2009 at 11:00 am in the 


City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 


Christi Green 


Administrative Assistant 


Parks and Recreation 
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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION MEETING 


 
 November 20, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 
 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Sharon Buckle and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Lacy Johnson, Olivia Rowe, and Bill Manker 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Present:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


Guests:   Dylan Bronson, Tiffany Pemberton, Jacob Brown, Ryce Lindley; CSI  


    Horticulture Students, Urban Forestry. 


 


 


MINUTES 


  
Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:03am.  Introductions were made to the CSI 
Horticulture students. 
 


Item #1 Approve minutes of the August 28
th


, 2009 meeting 
 


Sharon Buckle made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 28th, 2009 meeting.  Brian Winn 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 


Item #2 Tree of the Month – Sharon Buckle 


 
Sharon presented the Tree of the Month on the Sycamore Maple.  The Sycamore Maple is a large tree 
40’-60’ tall or more in height.  It has upright spreading branches and is a good shade tree.  The 
Sycamore Maple is easily transplanted, rarely needs pruning, is tolerant of our alkaline soil and is 
tolerant of wind.  It is, however, susceptible to aphids and stem borers.  The Sycamore Maple develops 
long winged seeds, which mature in autumn. Butterflies use the seeds as a food source.  It has a spring 
bloom that is described as a green and the blooms are very showy.  The bark is scaly exposing gray to 
pinkish inner bark.  This tree would be a good choice for homeowners that have a lot of space due to 
the large size of the tree. 







 
Sharon asked Dave if there were any negatives about the Sycamore Maple and he said no.  
 


Item #3 VIP Program - Commission 


 


Dave Kiesig had passed on an idea about a VIP (Volunteers in Pruning) program.  Cities in northern 
Idaho are participating in this tree care education program.  Dennis presented some information on the 
program.  This program would allow community members to prune trees.  Right now, the City has 
Cascade Landscape Group and Trees and Stumps of Magic Valley pruning the trees in the various 
parks. City Code requires trees in public parks and public right of way to be pruned by an ISA 
Certified Arborist or supervised by an ISA certified arborist.  In order for community members to learn 
the proper techniques of tree pruning, an ISA Certified Arborist will have to be present. 
 
Dennis suggested offering this program with the tree pruning workshop and providing more detail 
about pruning trees for homeowners.  This will teach homeowners some minor pruning techniques for 
pruning young trees at their homes. 
 
Brian also feels we should start with incorporating the program in with the workshop.  He would like 
to get more information from the cities in Northern Idaho that are participating in the program.  Sharon 
would like to know what their evaluation of the program was and what their successes and challenges 
were.  It would be nice to know how the program has progressed over the past year.  She asked if the 
companies we work with now would be ok with working with volunteers.   
 
Dave informed the Commission that the idea behind this program is more than a workshop.  It is 
training for citizens that give them opportunities through the year for them to learn.  The objective is to 
provide other meaningful opportunities to practice what they have learned. 
 
Dennis will talk with the Community Forester in Northern Idaho to get information on the pros and 
cons of the program.  This item will be on the agenda for next month, along with more information on 
the program. 
 


Item #4 Tree City USA Recertification and Growth Award – Staff & Commission 


 


It is time for the annual recertification of the Tree City USA and the growth award.  These are typically 
due December 1st.  This will be the City’s 11th year as a Tree City USA. 
 
Dennis went over the four standards that we need to follow in order to be a Tree City USA.  We must 
have a Tree Commission, a community Tree Ordinance, a budget for tree care that equals $2 per capita 
and we must celebrate Arbor Day. 
 
In order to qualify for the growth award, we need 10 points total in 4 categories.  Dennis would like 
the Commission to review the different categories to see where we would qualify for the points.   We 
would need to significantly improve in an area where we have already received points or participate in 
a new area.  The tree pruning workshop will apply for this year.  Brian stated we should receive four 
points for participating with the County in the Arbor Day Parade.  Tony feels that participating in the 
Master Gardener’s Symposium would qualify under A2.  Sharon asked if any parks would qualify as a 
pocket park to qualify under D9.  Dave explained that a pocket park is a park where parking is around 
an area that is landscaped.  The Grain Elevator Park would qualify under this category because it fits 
the donation criteria due to the CSI tree farm donating 2 trees to plant. 
 
Dennis will ask Gerry Bates to review these areas to see if we will qualify.  Tony would like to have 
the Growth Award on the January agenda to review what events will qualify for next year. 







 


Item #5 Other Items from the Commission 


 


Dennis informed the Commission that the owner of the Cookie Basket couldn’t make it to the meeting 
today or next month.  She has put in a request to remove a tree in front of her business because it 
blocks her sign.  Dennis asked the Commission to go by and look at the tree before the January 
meeting.   
 
Tony thanked the CSI Horticulture students for attending the meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:57am. 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, December 18
th


, 2009 at 11:00 am 


in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION MEETING 


 
 January 27, 2009 * * * * * 12:00pm * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 
 


Members Present:  Mark Koffer, Mary Inman, Tony Brand, Brian Winn and Bill 


Manker 


 


Members Absent:  Lacy Johnson 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Absent:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Absent:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


Guests:   Jim Teffer, Chairperson for the County of Twin Falls’ Tree Board 


 


 


 


      


AMENDED MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Mark Koffer called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 
 
Brian Winn made a motion to approve the November 21st, 2008 minutes.  Bill Manker seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Introductions were made to Jim Teffer, Chairperson for the County of Twin Falls’ Tree Board and 
Kevin Skelton, Parks Coordinator for Parks and Recreation. 
 
Dennis explained to the Commission that all Commission meetings will be held in the Council 
Chambers now.  This will allow the public to be more involved, allow easier access, and eventually to 
have the meetings taped to be shown at a later date on the City’s webpage of Channel 17.   
 


Item #1 Elections of Officers - Commission 


 







At the beginning of each year, the Commission elects a chairperson and vice-chairperson.  Mark 
Koffer has been the chairperson for the past four years while Tony Brand has been the vice-
chairperson for the past three years. 
 
Bill Manker made a motion to elect Tony Brand as chairperson and Brian Winn as vice-chairperson.  
Mary seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


 


Item #2 Membership – Commission & Staff 


 
Mark Koffer’s last month on the Tree Commission is next month.  Brian Winn’s and Mary Inman’s first 
term ends next month and they can both be renewed for another three year term.  Mary will not be 
renewing her term.  Brian would like to renew for another three year term. 
 
Mary Inman made a motion to renew Brian Winn’s term.  Bill Manker seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Dennis stated that if anyone knows of someone that will be interested on serving on the Tree 
Commission to contact the Parks and Recreation Department.  We will start advertising the position in 
the Times News and the City’s website.   


 


Item #3 County’s Tree Committee – Jim Teffer 


 


Jim Teffer with the County of Twin Falls’ Tree Board had presented to the Commission in November 
about forming a partnership with the County and City Tree Commission for an Arbor Day celebration.  
Jim told the Commission that he has talked with his board and to different businesses in the area about 
having an Arbor Day Celebration and sponsoring ideas.  Jayker’s, John Deere and Renter Center are a 
few businesses that are interested in contributing towards the celebration.  Bill Manker asked what the 
sponsors’ involvement would be in the celebration.  Jim stated that if we had a parade, he would ask the 
sponsors to pay a $25 entrance fee. 
 
Jim had attended the Horticulture show in Boise this past week and spoke to Gerry Bates about receiving 
points for the growth award for this celebration.  Gerry told him that it would qualify and they could earn 
3-4 points for it.  Jim would like to form a sub-committee with the city and county and possibly other city 
committees to get more involvement.  Brian thought this was a good idea and mentioned that 
Commissioner George Urie has stressed that both committees should be involved in the Arbor Day 
celebration and should also involve other cities as well.  Jim brought up the idea of entering other cities 
free of charge in the parade to help them promote their committees. 
 
Mark asked if this parade would be combined with the celebration the City has had with planting trees.  
Dennis said that we could still do the tree planting along with the parade.  Jim mentioned some of their 
ideas of planting a tree at the County Courthouse to replace one that is dying.  Another thought was 
having the celebration end up at City Park and possibly going across the street to the courthouse for the 
tree planting. 
 
Dennis recommended that the Commission should form a sub-committee to work together with the 
different ideas of the parade and tree planting and to see what restrictions there will be for the celebration. 
  
Brian Winn made a motion to form a sub-committee to discuss the opportunity for a City/County parade 
or celebration for Arbor Day.  Bill Manker seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Tony 
recommended that the sub-committee report back at the next meeting to see where they are at in the 
process. 
 







Item #4 Public Workshop Program Report – Brian & Tony 


 


Brian handed out a draft for the public workshop program to the Commission.  He stated that Gerry Bates 
can’t present at the workshop.  Brian would like to keep the date that we’ve planned on and possibly have 
Dave Kiesig be the spokesperson for the workshop if his schedule will allow it.  Dennis suggested having 
Tim Abbott do the hands on demonstration at City Park.  He does a lot of pruning for the City and will 
have Kevin contact him to see if he would be willing to attend the workshop. 
 
Mark mentioned that he will not be serving on the Commission at the time of the workshop but would be 
happy to be there to present the introduction.  Brian asked the Commission to let him know if there is 
anything on the agenda that needs to be added or deleted. 
 


Item #5 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis updated the Commission on the Tree Enhancement Program.  The City has been cutting back due 
to the economy and they are looking at how they can plan for a shortfall of $300,000 - $500,000.  Capital 
Improvement projects are getting cut based on priorities so the Tree Enhancement Program was turned 
down.  Dennis stated that there is a possibility of doing the program in the fall.  He is planning on putting 
the program in the budget for next year but doesn’t know if it will be approved.  The budgeted amount 
for the project is $4800.  Bill asked if there was a possibility of continuing the program if they have 
donations.  Dennis said that is an option if the Commission still wants to do the program but it would be 
based only on donations.  He will put it on the agenda for the May or June meeting. 
 
Brian reported that he attended the Horticulture expo in Boise and said that Dave Kiesig was presented a 
gold medal award for 30 years of service in the INLA.  He would like the Commission to send a card of 
congratulations to Dave. 
 
Mary asked about the Hazard Tree Program.  Dennis said that we have not received any calls on it.  He 
will have Christi e-mail the Commission the list of insurance companies to call and remind them about 
donating toward the program.  Mary asked if the homeowner’s insurance companies have been sent 
anything.  Dennis needs to get together with Philip so he can get the addresses where the hazard trees in 
the area are and then a letter can be sent to the homeowner stating that their insurance company might 
contribute to the removal of the tree.  Brian asked if it would pose a problem if we start contacting the 
homeowner’s insurance companies about the hazardous trees.  He wondered if that would be a liability 
issue if their rates go up.  The Commission will follow up with the letters that were sent to the insurance 
companies. 
 
Tony had a discussion with Dave Kiesig about his schedule conflicting with the Commission meetings.  
Dave would like to attend the meetings but the meeting date would have to change.  Dennis stated that 
the Commission could change the day they meet, it has once before.  The only issue would be if the 
Council Chambers isn’t available.  He also informed the Commission that it doesn’t have to be a noon 
meeting.  The meeting could also be in the morning or evening.  He suggested talking to Dave and see 
what days would work best for him. 
 
Mary mentioned how much she enjoyed taking Dave’s class and recommends taking it.  She would 
recommend anyone new on the Commission to take his class. 
 


Item #6 What Have You Seen? – Commission 


 


Mary has seen a lot of topped trees on private property.  Bill said that we’ve discussed this before and 
how it should apply to the whole city.  Mark stated that it does apply to the whole city in public right of 







ways.  Other cities are enforcing no topping inside city limits but they have a Community Forester where 
we do not.  Bill asked if it would be something the Code Enforcer could take on. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13pm. 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Tuesday, February 24
th


, 2009 at 12:00 


noon in the City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 
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 TWIN FALLS CITY TREE COMMISSION MEETING 


 
 April 24, 2009 * * * * * 11:00am * * * * * City of Twin Falls Council Chambers 
 


Members Present:  Tony Brand, Sharon Buckle, Olivia Rowe and Brian Winn 


 


Members Absent:  Lacy Johnson and Bill Manker 


 


Non-Voting  


Member Present:  Dave Kiesig 


 


Council Present:  Gregory Lanting 


 


Staff Present:   Dennis Bowyer and Kevin Skelton 


 


Guest:    Jim Teffer, Twin Falls County Tree Committee 


 


 


MINUTES 


 
Chairperson Tony Brand called the meeting to order at 11:02 am.   
 
Brian Winn made a motion to approve the February 24th, 2009 meeting minutes.  Sharon Buckle 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dennis introduced the new members to the Commission.  Olivia Rowe has been involved with the 
community for many years and Sharon Buckle owns her own landscape design company with an 
expertise in Biology.  Both members should be a good asset to the Commission. 
 


Item #1 Public Workshop Program Recap – Brian & Tony 
 


Brian updated the Commission on the Public Workshop that was held on Saturday, March 14th.  There 
were approximately 40 people that attended the workshop.  There were a few little problems with the 
projector but Dave Kiesig did a great job “winging it”.  Tim Abbott of Trees and Stumps of Magic 
Valley was there to do a demonstration at City Park of the proper pruning methods.  He did a 35-40 
minute presentation at City Park and answered questions while doing the demonstration.  Brian would 
like to see pruning done on smaller trees that the public would have at their homes next year.   
 







Dennis mentioned that after the City Park demonstration, Dave Kiesig was still at the City Council 
Chambers answering questions from the participants.  Brian asked to send thank you notes to both 
Dave Kiesig and Craig Westling. 


 


Item #2 Arbor Day – Commission & Staff 


 
Dennis went over the plans for this year’s Arbor Day Celebration.  Greg Lanting will be there to read 
the proclamation.  Four trees will be planted at the Oregon Trail Youth Complex on Saturday, April 
25th at 2:00pm.  Parks staff has softened the holes that will be dug so digging will be a lot easier this 
year.  Dave Lockwood will have a tree spade there as well.  Jim Teffer asked the Commission if they 
would need water for the trees but Dennis stated that there will be a water truck there. 
 
In the past, the Boys and Girls Club has helped with the celebration but they might not be able to 
attend this year due to a golf fundraiser for their club being played on the same day.  Cactus Pete’s 
donated $100 for the celebration and will have 8 volunteers attend.  Gerry Bates will represent the Tree 
City USA for the City.  
 
Jim Teffer updated the Commission on the first annual Arbor Day Parade that will be held on 
Saturday, April 25th at noon.  Jim was on 3 different radio stations this morning advertising the parade 
and advertising has been done in the Times News as well so he feels that the information has gotten 
out to the public.  So far, there are 20 float participants and he expects more sign-ups at the parade 
tomorrow.  The parade will begin at noon at Krengels and will end at the Magic Valley High School. 
 
Tony asked if other communities in the area will be participating.  Jim informed the Commission that 
all of the communities and nurseries in the area have been invited.  He knows that Buhl and Filer are 
supposed to be there but hasn’t heard from Hansen or Kimberly.  The banner does have all the cities 
that are Tree City USA listed on it.  Sharon asked if the Tree Commission or the Parks and Recreation 
Department will be having a float in the parade.  Dennis stated that we are not. 
 
Tony asked if the County needs any additional help for the parade.  Jim feels that everything is under 
control and it should run smoothly.  Jim mentioned that candy will not be able to be thrown but handed 
out as well as flyers and literature.  A local radio station will be at the parade presenting. 
 
On behalf of the Tree Commission, Brian thanked Jim and the Twin Falls County Tree Committee for 
the time and effort put into the parade.  The sub-committee will meet a couple weeks after the parade 
to discuss what can be done different in the future and how well it went. 
 
Tony asked Dennis if he will be getting the points together for the growth award.  Dennis went over 
the growth award process and what is involved in being a Tree City USA member to the new 
Commission members. 
 


Item #3 Old & New Business - Commission 


 


Dennis explained to the Commission that because the Tree Enhancement program has been cut due to the 
budget cuts, Dave Wright mentioned to him about having a tree competition.  Dennis had included the 
article that the City of Shelley implemented in his staff report.  The City of Shelley initiated the contest to 
spotlight homes where the use of trees in the landscape illustrate the beauty and practical benefits that 
trees can provide.  This would qualify the Tree Commission for the growth award.  Tony suggested 
having the Commission review the growth awards and have this on the agenda for next month’s meeting. 
Sharon asked how we would advertise for the competition and what the cost would be.  Dennis stated 
that we do PSA’s to the media, advertise on the website and water bills.  Julie Pence, the City’s Public 
Information Coordinator, also sends information from the city out to the media once a week. 







 
Tony informed the new Commission members that the Tree Commission does not have a budget.  The 
Commission recommends to City Council their decision for changes in policies and programs but has no 
authority to change anything.  Dennis explained that he does budget money for Arbor Day, Tree 
Enhancement Program, etc. each year in the budget process.  If the Commission wants to do anything that 
would exceed what the City budgets for the programs, Dennis would need to prepare for that in the 
budget. 
 
Brian asked Dennis if he has heard from the County about donating $100 towards the cost of the banner 
they purchased for the Arbor Day parade.  Dennis hasn’t heard from them but had planned on donating 
for the banner. 
 


Item #4 What Have You Seen? - Commission 


 


Dennis went over the policy of pruning trees in the rights of ways in the City to the new Commission 
members. 
 
Brian was informed by Craig Westling of a couple trees at a residence that needs removed and Idaho 
Power is willing to remove them for the homeowner.  The homeowner came into the office and filled out 
a permit.  Dennis asked Brian if he would recommend removing the trees.  Brian agreed that they needed 
to be removed so Dennis will sign off on the permit. 
 
Greg noticed that there aren’t a lot of trees planted in the right of ways on Fillmore Street.  They are 
planted more on private property. 
 
Dave Kiesig suggested partnering with the Chamber of Commerce to do a landscape or tree care award 
for the public.  This would recognize those homeowners that are taking proper care of their trees.  It 
would also qualify for the growth award. 
 
Dave mentioned that the City of Boise and Idaho Falls require certified arborists to prune trees inside city 
limits even on private property.  He explained that Twin Falls is the largest metropolitan area in the state 
that does not have a Community Forester.  Greg suggested having the City Attorney look at the legal 
description of those communities that require certified arborists and possibly implement it in Twin Falls. 
 
Brian personally thanked Dave Kiesig for his presentation at the Tree Pruning workshop. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05pm. 
 


The next meeting of the Tree Commission will be held Friday, May 29
th


, 2009 at 11:00 am in the 


City of Twin Falls Council Chambers, located at 305 3
rd


 Ave E. 
 


 


 
Christi Green 
Administrative Assistant 
Parks and Recreation 





